. Not surprising

l can appreciate the, experiences of the Libby High
School students who have been queried or chided by
students elsewhere about the asbestos problem.

I’m sure all of us in the Libby area can.

Last month, I was in Coeur d’Alene on business and
was sitting in my car in front of the hotel waiting for
my wife. An older gentleman had just turned over his
car to the valet when he stopped and asked me where 56
county was in Montana.

I told him Libby, not thinking Troy or Eureka. I as-
sumed he was asking where I was from.

“Oh,” he said. “I thought it was Thompson Falls.” -

He walked around my vehicle and then poked his
head in the passenger side window and said, “Isn’t that
where everyone is dying?”

* Inwardly, I groaned and told him not quite. I ex-
plamed that workers at the old mine were turning up
sick and that they brought home the asbestos dust and
contaminated family members. I also.mentioned the
medical screening process and how more affected peo-
jﬁle were being discovered.

s+ The whole conversation took a few seconds.

¢ “Well, it doesn’t sound like a good place to take a va- -
catro*rr”-«he said. He turned and entered the hotel leaving
me writhing in agony.

: We have a lot of work to do Libby.

' We have people finding out something is wrong with
_them. In some cases, it’s not asbestos-related but it will
be shocking and could be devastating to those people.
“ And we will be adding more people to the number of
residents already diagnosed with an asbestos-related dis-
ease. We knew that before the screenings began.
. We need to work together to make sure we clean up
the comrmunity, we need to give the EPA some space to
finish testing homes so they can determine whether or
not the insulation in our homes and buildings is a health
. hazard. We need to make sure we have adequate health
! facilities, care and doctors to serve the impacted portion
s of our population while at the same time handle the
" | everyday health needs of a community this size.

Also, we need to form a committee to work on the
reputation and promotion of this community as a health
environment to live in, visit and invest in. :

We need to work together.

.While that may seem obvious, we’re looking quite a
bit ragged around the edges in several areas of coopera-
tion. — Roger Morris
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Martz seeks more federal assistance

Governor calls screening results a wake-up call for action

By ROGER MORRIS

- Western News Publisher

The health screening results in
Libby are a wake-up call for gov-
emment to take further emergency
steps immediately, said Montana
Gov. Judy Martz in a letter last
week to U.S. Sen. Max Baucus.

Martz was scheduled to be in
Washington, D.C., last weekend for
the  National  Governor’s
Conference and planned to visit
with Baucus, U.S. Sen. Conrad
Burns and U.S. Rep. Dennis
Rehberg about the Libby issue.

“This is devastating news for
Libby but it is a wake-up call for
the federal government and all of us
to take further emergency steps
lmmedtately," Martz said in her let-
ter to Baucus. “I am writing you
today (Feb. 22) to urge you to do
everythmg you can to bring more
help to Libby. There are many
needs that will not be filled by EPA

programs.

“Economic impacts will likely
exceed the dollars currently allocat-
ed.”

Martz said she was calling on
Baucus, Burns and Rehberg to
make sure the federal government
addresses the damage that can be
mitigated.

“The little town of Libby has
paid a heavy price collectively,
individually, financially and pet-
sonally,” she wrote. “We must not
allow further devastation to contin-
ue under our watch.

“We must fill in the gaps where
needs can be identified.”

Martz mentioned that she sent
Gail Gray, director of the
Department of Public Health and
Human Services to the Community
Advisory Group on Feb. 22 to
“convey our administration’s com-
mitment to making sure Libby

knows that the tragedy they face "

daily belongs to all of us.” :

‘Martz continued, “We will not
leave it to someone else to address,
We will not hope that things work
out. We will make sure that they
do.”

Martz’ letter also said that 627
people tested positive for asbestosis
out of 1,078 people for a contami-
nation rate of 58 percent.

The next day, an aide in Helena
reported the governor did not have
the report released by the Agency
for Toxic Substance and Disease
Registry, who is conducting the
health screenings. The ATSDR
report showed that 30 percent of the
1,078 participants in the medical
screening had lung abnormalities

and 19 percent of that group had

abnormalities consistent with
asbestos exposure,

"Baucus, who is scheduled to visit
Libby within the next month
according to a field representative,

responded almost immediately.

“If anything calls for an effec-
tive, coordinated federal, state and
local response, this is it,” the sena-
tor wrote.

Baucus said he will work with
the Montana congressional delega-
tion and Martz “in providing eco-
nomic, environmental and health
assistance to ensure that the resi-
dents of Libby and Lincoln County
receive the help they need to make
their homes and community safe for
them, their children and grandchnl-
dren.”

Baucus said he will continue to
oppose legislation that limits
asbestos victims® ability to file suit
against W.R. Grace, who mined the
asbestos-tainted vermiculite near
Libby. He said he will also ensure
that any tax benefit Grace receives
to avoid bankruptcy will be “stored
away and earmarked specifically
for victims.”
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"The EPA will resume testing
hdmes for tremolite asbestos fibers
uSmg a three-pronged approach
s3id Paul Peronard, the agency’s
ob-site coordinator in Libby.

> The agency has selected a dozen
hbmes for the aggressive sampling.

“First, occupants will wear air
monitors as they move around in
tBeir homes so testers can determine
the exposure level from a normal
d§ , Peronard said.

“In the second scenario, we move
the people out and we put monitors
on our people,” he said. “We’ll stir
up the dust. It will be a worst-dust
scenario, as if you’re a manic clean-
er.”

Finally, testers will go into attics
and simulate a home remodeling
project. They’ll be in direct contact
with the insulation while the moni-
tors pick up the amount of asbestos
fibers. :

While the attic insulation is being
disturbed, other monitors placed in
the main living space will also take
readings.

“This should answer the ques-
tion: ‘do you spread fibers to the
rest of the house when you’re
remodeling?’” Peronard said.

The EPA will test both houses of
former vermiculite mine workers
and homes where no mine workers
have ever lived. The tremolite

asbestos contaminated vermiculite
was once mined nearby.

Testing will move outdoors to
garden spots in the spring, where
the EPA will use the same three-
step approach.

Results from the latest home test-

ing should be known by May,

Peronard said.
“Our goal is to have the whole

‘model done by the end of summer,

early fall,” he added.

For much of the last year, the
EPA has been upgrading the way it
counts and quantifies asbestos
fibers. When it became apparent
that the microscopes that laborato-
ries traditionally use for insulation
and soil samples were producing
inconsistent data, the federal agency
decided to upgrade its technology
with a scanning electron micro-
scope that can fine-tune the results.

The agency is building a predic-

5 EPA to be aggresswe testing for tremolite in Libby area homes

tive model by which to measure -

asbestos contamination. But the .
waiting and not knowing has been :
frustrating for many Libby resi-.;

dents,
In the meantime,

officlalskg

instructed Libby residents not to -
disturb attic insulation. Several .
remodeling projects have been put .

on hold.

From Lynnette Hintze of thef

Kalispell Daily Inter Lake,
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Baucus urges Whitman
to visit Libby on April 11

U.S. Senator Max Baucus (D-
Mont.) asked EPA Administrator
Christine Todd Whitman to attend

an April 11 Libby field hearing of
the Senate Environment and Public -

Works committee to discuss the
needs of those exposed to asbestos
and cleanup efforts from the now-
defunct W.R. Grace vermiculite
mine. -

Baucus is a senior member of
the committee and held a field
hearing in Libby in January 2000,
~ which was attended by Montana’s

Republican Senator Conrad Burns.

Baucus expressed concern that
30 percent of a small number of
medical screening participants had
lung abnormalities.

“This is a percentage that is
alarming to me personally,” he
wrote to EPA chief Whitman in a

. Feb. 26 letter. “We need to do all

we can to ensure that Libby gets a
clean bill of health. Your atten-

dance is critical to ensure that the
federal, state and local cleanup
efforts are on target.”

Last summer, Baucus and Burns
helped secure additional federal
funds for the EPA to expand its
cleanup operation in Libby. The
community continues to require
additional help for the long-term
clean up that will be required of
W.R. Grace and the EPA, Baucus
said.

Also, Baucus wrote to the
Senate Judiciary Committee’s top
members — Chairman Sen. Orrin
Hatch (R-Utah) and ranking mem-
ber Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vit) -
that he opposes a proposed amend-
ment to a bankruptcy reform bill
(S. 220) that would shield asbestos
companies from paying punitive
damages to victims of asbestos-
related diseases. He said he would
stage a filibuster on the Senate
floor over the issue.




4 4

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that a public meeting will be held on Wednesday,
March 7, 2001, at 7:00 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room at Libby City Hall.
The purpose of the meeting shall be the consideration by the Board of
Lincoln County Commissioners to adopt the following resolution. At
the meeting the Board of Commissioners will accept public comment on
this resolution. Comments can also be sent to the Board of County
Commissioners, 512 California Avenue, Libby, Montana 59923 or e-
mailed to lccomms@libby.org. For further information or for a copy of
the draft resolution please contact Bill Bischoff, Executive Assistant at
(406) 293-7781, ext. 201 or e-masil at billb@libby.org.

Draft Resolution

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LINCOLN COUNTY, MONTANA TO
COMMENCE BEFORE THE BOARD A PROCEEDING TO INVESTIGATE: (1) THE NATURE AND
EXTENT OF ANY ADVERSE IMPACTS ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, SAFETY, OR THE
ENVIRONMENT, AND ON THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL REPUTATION OF THE
COMMUNITY IN LINCOLN COUNTY THAT MAY BE PRESENTED BY OR THAT MAY HAVE
ARISEN OR MAY BE ARISING FROM THE CONTAMINATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT WITH
TREMOLITE ASBESTOS IN AND AROUND THE CITY OF LIBBY; (2) THE NEED, IF ANY, FOR
LEGISLATIVE OR EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENTAL ACTION AT THE COUNTY LEVEL TO ABATE
ANY ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE,
SAFETY, OR THE ENVIRONMENT ARISING OUT OF SUCH CONTAMINATION; (3) THE
AVAILABLE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF PARTIES WHO ARE OR MAY BE LIABLE FOR THE
COST OF ANY SUCH CONTAMINATION ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, SAFETY OR THE
ENVIRONMENT; AND (4) THE NEED FOR THE COUNTY TO SEEK LEGISLATIVE OR EXECUTIVE
ACTION AT THE STATE OR FEDERAL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TO APPROPRIATELY
RESPOND, EITHER ALONE OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH COUNTY ACTION, TO ANY SUCH
ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE PRESENTED.

WHEREAS, the mining of vermiculite has been cohducted in Lincoln County for more than 70 years; and
WHEREAS, vermiculite has been processed in various locations in and around the City of Libby, in Lincoln County; and
WHEREAS, tremolite asbestos is known to be present in and around ore containing vermiculite; and

WHEREAS, a significant number of individuals in Lincoln County have been exposed to asbestiform fibers and have
contracted asbestos related diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer or mesothelioma; and

WHEREAS, the number of cases of asbestos related diseases, including asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma in a
community of the size of Lincoln County was sufficiently large to gain the attention of state and federal government
"agencies responsible for the protection of the environment and the assessment-of and development of data bases about
adverse impacts on public health from released hazardous substances; and

WHEREAS, in response to concerns over the causes of the significant number of cases of asbestos related diseases in
Lincoln County, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA™} and the Agency for Toxic Substances
Disease Registry (“ATSDR”) of the U.S. Public Health Service, and their various environmental consultants have
conducted investigations of certain sites and populations in and around Lincoln County where vermiculite was mined and
processes; and

WHEREAS, in the performance of these investigations, the presence of tremolite asbestos has been detected at levels that
the USEPA determined present a significant threat to the public health welfare and the environment in and around the Cnty
of L lbby in Lincoln County, and
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= J WHEREAS, inanef mitigate the most prominent threats to public healt USEPA has undertaken, ﬂ“_d ct:‘l;
to pursue, the remediag nd removal of tremolite asbestos contaminations froMMMreas in and around certain histon®

processing facilities wih Lincoln County; and

WHEREAS, the ATSDR has studied, and continues to study and assess, the nature and extent of the impacts of both
occupational and non-occupational exposure to tremolite asbestos on public health in Lincoln County; and
sthin the
WHEREAS, as a result of these investigations, the impacts of tremolite asbestos contamination on public healtl"l, W'}ht'}? eth
County include a mortality rate related to the presence of tremolite asbestos in the community in excess of 6000% 0
levels that would be found in communities unaffected by the presence of tremolite asbestos; and
WHEREAS, as a result of these investigations and the discovery of the tremolite asbestos contamination and its mﬂc‘:t?gn
the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County has grown increasingly concerned about assuring the adequat® prote any
of public health, safety, welfare, the environment and natural resources within the jurisdiction of Lincoln County from
adverse impacts that have been or may continue to be presented by, or arise out of exposure to, the tremolite asbe§t05ric
contamination, and the preservation and restoration of the economic vitality of Lincoln County derived from its 1'115to rea;
attractiveness as a recreational area and its previous reputation as a healthful residential, commercial and industrial 276
§ and )

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County has further become increasingly aware of the iﬂher_e":l
limitations on the scope of governmental response that USEPA and ATSDR can provide under current federal 1aws a

WHEREAS, Article I1, Section 3 of the Montana Constitution expressly provides that all persons in Montana have an ental
inalienable right to a clean and healthful environment, which right the Montana Supreme Court in Montana EﬂW’_"”e':jz to be
Information Center v. Department of Environmental Quality, 296 Montana 207, 988 P.2d 1236 (1999) has determi?
| a fundamental constitutional right of all Montanans and a self executing provision of the Montana Constitution; 21
WHEREAS, Article XI, Section 4 of the Montana Constitution vests county government with legislative, adrﬂiﬂ'smmve
and other powers provided or implied by law; and : .

- . . N . ment
WHEREAS, it is the inherent authority, fundamental responsibility, and necessary and proper affair of county govet;’:;
to secure, in compliance with such limitations and restrictions as may be prescribed by law, adequate protection 02 by law 3
public health, safety, welfare and the environment of its inhabitants, as well as to take such actions as are permitte y 2

to protect the fundamental, inalienable rights afforded by the Montana Constitution;

jsha
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County does hrereb:y'f’ts_“i‘blls’h
legislative proceeding before the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County to investigate the adequacy of existing
environmental remedial programs and authorities and to take such action, including legislation at the county level an
recommendations to the appropriate state or federal legislative body, as the Board of Commissioners, following

consideration of the results of this investigation and input from the public, may deem appropriate; -

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in light of the extensive public health issues arising from
the presence of tremolite asbestos contamination in and around certain parts of Lincoln County, and pursuant to the he 3
provisions of Article X1, Section 7(1) of the Montana Constitution, the Board of Commissioners hereby request that tB oard °
Lincoln County Board of Health attend to and participate in, as appropriate, the investigation to be conducted by the j
. of Commissioners pursuant to this Resolution No:  ; and .
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is necessary and appropriate to the affairs of the county
that the scope of the investigation include but not be limited to the nature and source of any tremolite asbestos rential
contamination in and around Lincoln County, potential sources of release of the tremolite asbestos contaminatiofl po cams
methods to finance the abatement, if needed, of the contamination, the adequacy and sufficiency of enforcement prog
and authorities at the county, state and federal levels, the adequacy and sufficiency of regulatory programs at the county,
state and federal levels, the adequacy and sufficiency of liability programs and financial responsibility requirement o
l county, state and federal levels, and the assessmeént of the adequacy, sufficiency, and limitations of financial resou'fces. on
those parties who are or may be liable for abating the adverse impacts arising out of the tremolite asbestos contaminatiot
including without limitation, liability insurance and other mechanisms in the private and commercial sector of the
| community;

o0y s

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to assist the Board of Commissioners in the :

conduct of its investigation, the Public Health Unit of the County Attorney’s office will provide all necessary and 3

appropriate legal support services to the County Board of Commissioners. Z

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to further the purposes of this investigation, by h_e
members of the County Board of Health may request that the County Board of Commissioners issue subpoenas requ! ding i

B attendance of witnesses or production of books or other documents for evidence or testimony in any action or proc€® ! Z
pending before the County Board of Commissioners. '
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W Officials say
results are 10 times
higher than average

By ROGER MORRIS
Western News Publisher

Federal officials expressed surprise and
concern with medical screening results for
~ 1,078 Libby area residents showing near-

one out of three people has a lung

normality, according to a report
released Thursday.

Nineteen percent of the study group are
showing signs consistent with asbestos
exposure, said Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger in an
interim report released by the Agency for-
Toxic Substance and Disease Registry
during the Community Advisory Group
meeting Thursday night. '

“They are concerning numbers,”
Lybarger said. “I’m concerned about find-
ing numbers of this magnitude.”

Thirty percent or 276.of the people
screened have received letters referring
them to their physicians for further med-
ical testing because their x-rays have
shown scarring of the chest wall by at
least one physician. Nineteen percent or

0 had abnormalities seen by at least two

the x-ray B readers.

“It represents a substantial number of
people being referred back to their physi-
cians for an abnormality,” Lybarger said.

Also, the screening questionnaire
shows a significant number of people — 95
percent -— reported exposure to the
asbestos-tainted vermiculite, once mined
bv W.R. Grace, northwest of Libby and
processed on the edge of town.,

Answers to the screening questionnaire
show that out of the 1,078 people in the

interim report, 127 were former Grace

Report shows

ercent with abnormalities

The Numbers

xic Substances and Disease Registry explained

the analysis of medical screening results for 1,078 people living in the Libby area.

employees or contractors for services to
the former mine; 116 people had work-
related contact with the vermiculite; 177
were household members of Grace
employees; 558 had recreational contact
either by playing in the vermiculite piles,
playing on the youth baseball fields near

the expansion plant, popping raw vermi-

culite at home or hiking in the Rainey
Creek area, where it was mined. Thirty-
four people reported vermiculite insula-
tion in their homes and 53 had no known
exposure to vermiculite,

Lybarger said 49 percent of the

See Abnormalities on Page 8

1,078 people in analysis group
159 were less than 18 years old
292 were 18-45 years old
449 were 45-65 years old ' :
178 were 65+ years
509 were male
569 were female
109 males were miners or contractors
18 women were miners or contractors
43 men had household contact to
workers ,
134 women had household contact to
-workers
239 men had recreational contact to
vermiculite
319 women had recreational contact to
vermiculite
13 men lived in homes with vermiculite
insulation
21 women lived in homes with
vermiculite insulation
81 men had no occupational contact to
vermiculite
35 women had no occupational contact
to vermiculite ‘
49% reported smoking cigarettes at one
time or another
30% had scarring on the chest wall seen
by one physician
19% had scarring on the chest wall seen
by two B readers
37% of Grace employees in group had
. abnormalities .
20% of household contact with former
workers had abnormalities
18% of others reporting occupational
contact had abnormalities
14% of people with vermiculite insulation
had abnormailities
16% reporting recreational contact to
vermiculite had abnormalities
14% reporting no apparent exposure to
vermiculite had abnormalities

Seomnl v Lsacm
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Abnormalities

Continued from Page 1
participants reported smoking ciga-
rettes at some time during their life.
Of the 127 former W.R. Grace
employees and secondary contrac-
tors including in the group, 50 per-
cent had lung abnormalities, the
largest exposure group of the 1,078,
Another significant exposure group
was 37 people with abnormalities

reported were part of a household

|

with contact with former Grace
employees. The ATSDR report
says, “This finding causes concern
as it might represent an important
historic pathway of exposure to
asbestos by community residents.”

" Testing in another community,
without the high exposure rates to
asbestos-tainted vermiculite might
show lung abnormalities of less
than one to three percent, Lybarger
said.

“It’s big,” said Paul Peronard,
local EPA coordinator, said of the
magnitude of the health problem
associated with asbestos exposure.
He said he never anticipated it
being this widespread.

“You guys have suffered more

than any community I’ve ever
seen,” Peronard said. 4

The EPA was 20 years too late
responding to the problem and the
agency will never be able to get
“ahead of that curve.” An EPA
internal investigation was trying to
determine why the agency didn’t
respond to problems in Libby in the
1980s when it and the state received
information of initial health prob-
lems and public exposures to the
asbestos-tainted vermiculite.

The medical screening is not a
diagnosis and people with abnor-
malities need to go back to their
physician for further evaluation,
Peronard said.

“These are. things we are report-

ing as abnormalities,” Lybarger
said. And not all of the abnormali-
ties are asbestos-related, he said.

The results represent 18 percent
of the

people that participated in the -
medical screening last year and
Lybarger warned that the “final
analysis” of the 6,144 people tested
might be different than reported last
week. _

Previously, Lybarger had
released information from a small
sampling of test results showing 9-
10 percent of the people with lung
abnormalities, which was consistent
with estimates of local physicians
and government officials.
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From The Daily Inter Lake

Amy Jaun
= “My mom was diagnosed yes-
~terday,” Amy Jaun said quietly

xon Frlday “It makes me real

angry.”
'~j A senior at leby High

»School, Jaun has already seen
“several family members die

';,'; from asbestos disease.
 *I watched my grandma go
“ through all the stages of asbesto-

+sis. I’ve lived with it every day,”
oshe said. “I don’t want to see
ranyone else go through it.

7 Jaun has also watched another
: grandmother, Gayla Benefield,
> become an outspoken advocate

- for asbestos victims.

-

“My grandma has inspired me
“a lot by what she’s done,” she
saxd “I wish more people under-

- stood what’s happening, but if
- they don’t live with it, they

- don’t understand. It’s made me

< realize life isn’t fair, and that
“you have to fight to get people
- to listen.”

Jaun will get a chance to tell

- her story to other students. A
-. Los Angeles television station is

. featuring her in an educational
. segment about asbestos that will
- be made available in classrooms
- there.
Necia Wayland-Smith
Asbestos disease hit home for
sophomore Necia Wayland-

Hlttmg close to home

Smith when her grandfather, a
former Libby mayor and high-
school teacher, was diagnosed
with lung disease.

“He grew up in Libby, lived
here his whole life, and he never
smoked and he never worked at
Grace,” she said.

Wayland-Smith and all of her
family members were tested for
asbestos disease.

“It’s better to prepare your-
self,” she said. “I guess you
should worry about it, because
eventually someone you know
will have it. I won’t let it get me
down, though.”

There dre constant reminders
of the problem, like the LHS
tra<x with its layer of vermi-
culite that’s now suspected to be
contaminated.

“I won’t quit track over it,”
Wayland-Smith said.

Sarah Barrick

Sarah Barrick knew about
lung disease in Libby at an early
age.

“My dad was a minister. He
did a lot of funerals,” she
recalled. _

Barrick’s father, now retired,
still conducts funeral services
from time to time for asbestosis
victims. He even testified in one
family’s lawsuit against W.R.
Grace.

See Close to home onPage 8
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Close to ho;e

Continued from Page 6

Barrick, an English and journal-
ism teacher at Libby High School,
has urged her students to write
about the effects of asbestos expo-
sure on the community. It never
became personal for her, though _
until Kelly Cannon, a leby man in
his mid-30s who went to high
school with her, was diagnosed
with asbestosis. Another classmate
from her neighborhood just found
out she has the disease.

“We have a tendency to put it in

" the back of our mind until we have

to deal with it,” she said. .
Barrick is still awaiting the

results of her lung X-ray.




To the Editor:.
The longer I watch polmclans, the
more they armuse me, If the council
thought [ would ‘back down because
they enlisted the support of a bunch
of respectable folks to support this
- fraud, they are mistaken. The fact
that two council members and the
mayor didn’t sign on does give me
[ hope that the gang is not totally uni-
fied. Four councilmen is still a ma-
jority though.

The letter signed by 13 dignitaries
of Libby was well laid out and
mostly factual. It was also 95 per-

cent irrelevant, a diversionary-tactic." ’

I’'m not concerned with image, just’

facts.
' No one disputes that these folks
: “worked hard to give the impression

TTo the Editor

orruptlon costmg city residents hundreds of thousands of dollars -

- for the mayor’s sheds that would

that they were trying to find a site

benefit anyone but the mayor. That
is all smoke and mirrors because in
the end your $400,000 gift ended up
on the mayor’s property, I suspect
that was the plan all along. It was
all for appearance when the council

- voted to secure this gift for the peo-
ple of Libby. They didn’t expect

we'd fry to hold them to their word.
I have tangible evidence laid out

-.on the city ballpark property proving’
" that those buildipgs could havé:fit
there. I have disproved all the; ul-""

titude of problems with this site.”
This is the third time the council has
trotted out this old song and dance;
rewording the story does not change
the facts. The challenge stands,

‘ \Mc.smm‘i

Napa’

show me tanglble credible proof of

~ . one condition that would have pre-

cluded accepting those buildings for
the people of Libby. Until you actu-
ally produce facts on the ground,
this still looks like you funneled
public bounty lnto private pockets,
again.

I believe exposing the corrupnon

that I have seen cost this town hun-
- dreds of thousands of dollars in the

last two years is a worthwhile vol-
untéer venture. T believe that if we
can put an end to the corruption, -
“Libby will prosper. =~

I am taking up the mayor's chal-
lenge. I intend to ask for the may-
or’s resignation at the- next council

. meeting, that is one positive thing I
could do for this community. He has

Feb e%ol -

Jeopardlzed the rights of all asbestos
victims in this town by accepting
those buildings from W.R. Grace
while controlling the $8 million sent
to help us. Many of the council’s
dealings in the future will revolve
around Grace and the asbestos issue.
How can the council claim to
work for the people when the' mayor
is paid so handsomely by Grace,
with their blessing? I find it very .
unsettling that Paul Peronard sup-

- ports this, what a cozy bunch. Is this
- how theBPA let us down in 1985?

Mine: i the only signature on this

- letter becaise the truth will stand by

itself, but a lie, even if it is support-
ed by 150 pillars of this community,

D.C. Orr

. s snll a he '

JPER————
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Grace adjusts

medical plan
Change opens health plan
to people with unilateral -
pleural thickening of lung

~ W.R. Grace & Co. has changed its

Libby medical plan to include people who

have asbestos-related unilateral pleural -

thickening. - '

The change was made in conjunction
with the enrollment of three patients diag-
nosed with the condition, which is a thick-
ening of the membrane that surrounds one
lung. The change concems applications
~ submitted Oct. 30, 2000, or later.

The medical plan previously restricted
coverage to patients with thickening in
both lungs. - .

. “We have always said that this medical
program is flexible and that we are willing
to change it to accommodate additional
medical conditions,” said Alan Stringer,
Grace’s representative in Libby. “Dr. Brad
Black showed us that there were people
who had asbestos-related conditions but
were not covered.” .

Pleural thickening is one of several con--
ditions that qualify as asbestos-related dis-
ease for the medical expense program. The

. piogram-covers 100 percont of cligible

medical and prescription drug expenses

and pre-approved home health or hospice
care for current and former Libby residents
who are enrolled.

The voluntary program requires a physi-

cian’s diagnosis of an asbestos-related dis-
ease, without the requirement of a second
opinion. ‘

The program also covers the cost of pre-
scribing smoking deterrents because smok-
ing is known to aggravate asbestos-related
diseases. Health Network America of New
Jersey, a third-party administrator, over-

- sees the program. - y

Because of perceived inadequacies of
the Grace plan, a task force of Libby’s
Community Advisory Group has helped

see Grace plan onPage 4
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‘Grace plan

Continued from Page 1 :
draw up what is intended to be an’
ideal plan for area residents suffer-
ing from asbestos-related diseases.
The source of funding for the plan
is not known, but the cost has been
estimated at around $500 million to
treat 1,000 people over the next 40
years, . .
. The plan was developed follow-
ing complaints that a free medical
plan offered by W.R. Grace was
too restrictive in both eligibility
requirements and coverage.

Changes to the Grace plan that
were suggested by the CAG includ-
ed easing residency requirements

- for eligibility, easing restrictions on
the type of certification required
for a physician to make a diagnosis -

dase 924
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qualifying a person for covered
benefits, covering the cost of annu-
al screenings and checkups for peo-
ple who are eligible to apply for the
plan but who have not been diag-
nosed with a covered condition,
- and expanding benefits for counsel-
ing, respite care, home health care

. and long-term care.

Stringer said 118 people have
applied for coverage through the
Grace medical plan and all of them -
have been accepted. “Nobody has
been turned away,” he said.
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: (’é 055 - Questions and Answers |

: et - about-Asbestos and EPA’s Investlgatlon

; Q: Ididn’t part1c1pate in the medical screenmg, but I’ve changed J

-p-.tt!:-aow-q"‘-py-povpu

¥ | my mind. Will there be another opportunity?:
1 v
4 . . .
¢ | A: Guidance for future testing is being developed. The timing of
2 additional testing and priorities for who may be tested have not yet
§'§ been determined. However, you can still call 1-800-439-8308 to
3 determine your eligibility for future testing. When dates and priorities
E are set, everyone eligible will be notified. -
:E For more information call: - ' '
*:': . Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR at 406-441-1150, X257 or 406-293-2728 or
=« "Wendy Thomi, EPA Commumty Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241
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| Draft Resolution '

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF LINCOLN CO ONTANATO
COMMENCE BEFORE THE BOARD A PROCEEDING TO INVESTIGATE: (1) THE NATURE AND
EXTENT OF ANY ADVERSE IMPACTS ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, SAFETY, OR THE
ENVIRONMENT, AND ON THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL REPUTATION OF THE
COMMUNITY IN LINCOLN COUNTY THAT MAY BE PRESENTED BY OR THAT MAY HAVE
ARISEN OR MAY BE ARISING FROM THE CONTAMINATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT WITH
TREMOLITE ASBESTOS IN AND AROUND THE CITY OF LIBBY; (2) THE NEED, IF ANY, FOR
LEGISLATIVE OR EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENTAL ACTION AT THE COUNTY LEVEL TO ABATE
ANY ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE,
SAFETY, OR THE ENVIRONMENT ARISING OUT OF SUCH CONTAMINATION; (3) THE
AVAILABLE FINANCIAL RESOURCES OF PARTIES WHO ARE OR MAY BE LIABLE FOR THE
COST OF ANY SUCH CONTAMINATION ON THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WELFARE, SAFETY OR THE
ENVIRONMENT; AND (4) THE NEED FOR THE COUNTY TO SEEK LEGISLATIVE OR EXECUTIVE
ACTION AT THE STATE OR FEDERAL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT TO APPROPRIATELY
RESPOND, EITHER ALONE OR IN CONJUNCTION WITH COUNTY ACTION, TO ANY SUCH

ENDANGERMENTS THAT MAY BE PRESENTED.

EREAS, the mining of vermiculite has been conducted in Lincoln County for more than 70 years; and

WHEREAS, vermiculite has been processed in various locations in and around the City of Libby, in Lincoln County; and

Seoro P’ L STV

WHEREAS, tremolite asbestos is known to be present in and around ore containing vermiculite; and

WHEREAS, a significant number of individuals in Lincoln County have been exposed to asbestiform fibers and have
contracted asbestos refated diseases including asbestosis, lung cancer or mesothelioma; and

WHEREAS, the number of cases of asbestos related diseases, inclnding asbestosis, lung cancer and mesothelioma in a
commumty of the size of Lincoln County was sufficiently large to gain the attention of state and federal govemment
agencies. responsible for the protection of the environment and the assessment of and development of data bases about
adverse’ xmpacts on public health from released hazardous substances; and, - :

WHEREAS in response to concerns over the causes of the significant number of cases of asbestos related diseases in
Lincoln County, the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA”) and the Agency for Toxic Substances
Disease Registry (“ATSDR”) of the U.S. Public Health Service, and their various environmental consultants have
conducted investigations of certain sites and populations in and around Lincoln County where vermiculite was mined and

processes; and

lo 1t qed

WHEREAS, in the performance of these investigations, the presence of tremolite asbestos has been detected at levels that -
the USEPA determined present a significant threat to the public health, welfare and the environment in and around the City

of Libby in Lincoln County; and

WHEREAS, in an effort to mitigate the most prominent threats to public health, the USEPA has undertaken, and continues
to pursue, the remediation and removal of tremolite asbestos contaminations from areas in and around certain historic,
processing facilities within Lincoln County; and

WHEREAS, the ATSDR has studied, and continues to study and assess, the nature and extent of the impacts of both
occupational and non-occupational exposure to tremolite asbestos on public health in Lincoln County; and

WHEREAS, as a result of these investigations, the impacts of tremolite asbestos contamination on public health within the
County include a mortality rate related to the presence of tremolite asbestos in'the community in excess of 6000% of the
levels that would be found in communities unaffected by the presence of tremolite asbestos; and

WHEREAS, as a result of these investigations and the discovery of the tremolite asbestos contamination and its toxicity,
the Board of Comimissioners for Lincoln County has grown increasingly concerned about assuring the adequate protection
of public health, safety, welfare, the environment and natural resources within the jurisdiction of Lincoln County from any
adverse impacts that have been or may continue to be presented by, or arise out of exposure to, the tremolite asbestos
contamination, and the preservation and restoration of the economic vitality of Lincoln County derived from its historic
attractiveness as a recreational area and its previous reputation as a healthful residential, commercial and industrial area;
and

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County has ﬁ:.rther become increasingly aware of the inherent
limitations on the scope of governmental response that USEPA and ATSDR can provide under current federal law; and

WHEREAS, Article 11, Section 3 of the Montana Constitution expressly provides that al] persons in Montana have an
inalienable right to a clean and healthful environment, which right the Montana Supreme Court in Montana Environmental
Information Center v. Department of Environmental Quality, 296 Montana 207, 988 P.2d 1236 (1999) has determined to be
a fundamental constitutional right of all Montanans and a self executing provision of the Montana Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Article XI, Section 4 of the Montana Constitution vests county govemment with legislative, administrative
and other powers provided or implied by law; and

WHEREAS, it is the inherent authority, fundamental responsibility, and necessary and proper affair of county government
to secure, in compliance with such limitations and restrictions as may be prescribed by law, adequate protection of the

public health, safety, welfare and the environment of its inhabitants, as well as to take such actions as are permitted by law
to protect the fundamental, inalienable rights afforded by the Montana Constitution;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County does hereby establish a
legislative proceeding before the Board of Commissioners for Lincoln County to investigate the adequacy of existing
environmenta!l remedial programs and authorities and to take such action, including legislation at the county level and
recommendations to the appropriate state or federal legislative body, as the Board of Commissioners, following
consideration of the results of this investigation and input from the public, may deem appropriate;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in light of the extensive public health issues arising from
the presence of tremolite asbestos contamination in and around certain parts of Lincoln County, and pursuant to the
provisions of Article XI, Section 7(1) of the Montana Constitution, the Board of Commissioners hereby request that the
Lincoln County Board of Health attend to and participate in, as approptiate, the investigation to be conducted by the Board
of Commissioners pursuant to this Resofution No:  ;and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is necessary and appropriate to the affairs of the county
that the scope of the investigation include but not be limited to the nature and source of any tremolite asbestos
contamination in and around Lincoln County, potential sources of release of the tremolite asbestos contamination, potential
methods to finance the abatement, if needed, of the contamination, the adequacy and sufficiency of enforcement programs
and authorities at the county, state and federal levels, the adequacy and sufficiency of regulatory programs at the county,
state and federal levels, the adequacy and sufficiency of liability programs and financial responsibility requirements at the
county, state and federal levels, and the assessment of the adequacy, sufficiency, and limitations of financial resources of
those parties who are or may be liable for abating the adverse impacts arising out of the tremolite asbestos contamination,
including without limitation, liability insurance and other mechanisms in the private and commercial sector of the
community;

{OW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to assist the Board of Commissioners in the
“duct of its investigation, the Public Health Unit of the County Attorney’s office will provide all necessary and
ropriate legal support services to the County Board of Commissioners.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, in order to further the purposes of this investigation, the
members of the County Board of Health may request that the County Board of Commissioners issue subpoenas requiring
attendance of witnesses or production of books or other documents for evidence or testimony in any action or proceeding
pending before the County Board of Commissioners.
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Grace-EPA flap centers

By BRENT SHRUM

Western News Reporter
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See Grace-EPA onPage 4

Grace-EPA

Continued from Page 1

contaminated materials from the
former screening plant at the mine
site. The asbestos occurred as a
contaminant in the vermiculite ore.

Grace has offered to remove and
dispose of the soils and demolition
debris stockpiled at the former

~ screening plant and to replace the
soil with gravel and topsoil from
its own property. Grace has also
offered to clean up the KDC prop-
erties next to and across the river
from the screening site using the
same contractor that cleaned up
the former export plant in Libby
last fall.

While Peronard said Grace
refused to conduct the work under
the scope of an enforceable order
from the EPA, Stringer said the

company was willing to do that.

“When they said they had to
have the -penalties, it all stopped,”
Stringer said.

Grace asked the EPA to drop its
claim for $5 million in penalties,
but the agency refused. Grace must
be penalized because its actions
have delayed the cleanup, put
more people at risk and cost the
government money, Peronard said.

«] think-the EPA went over
there with no intention of finding
middle ground,” Stringer said.

Grace also asked the EPA to
free the company from any liabili-
ty associated with chemicals,
asphalt or other non-asbestos cont-
amination that could be found in
materials excavated from the
screening plant site. The agency

can’t legally do that, Peronard
said. Stringer said the EPA had
offered to waive liability early in
negotiations but then pulled the
offer. o
The court in Missoula has ‘been
informed that mediation was
unsuccessful, and the case will be
scheduled for trial. o
The EPA has stockpiled 50,000
cubic yards of excavated soil at the
screening plant. The cost of trans-
porting the contaminated soil out
of the area for disposal has been
estimated at $4.5 million. Plans are
under way to create a 4- to 6-acre
site at the county landfill to safely
dispose of asbestos-contaminated
materials, Peronard said. The’ pro-
ject is expected to cost about $1.5
million, he said: )
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ATSDR to share
latest statistics
from test results

An interim report of the resuits of the Libby medical testing pro-
gram will be released on Thursday, Feb. 22, at the Citizen’s
Advisory Group in Libby.

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry representa-
tives will be on hand at the meeting to discuss the report and to
answer questions.

Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger of the ATSDR was scheduled to present an
interim report to provide Libby residents with a summary of the
medical testing results to date. The report includes data for tests
results recently mailed to 1,078 people of the more than 6,000 par-
ticipants in the testing program.

During the Jan. 25 CAG meeting, Lincoln County health officer
Dr. Brad Black reported that the latest round of test results he had
seen were showing 184 people with lung abnormalities.

Seventy percent of the 184 people were not occupatnonally linked
to W.R. Grace’s mine or vermiculite mill facilities in the Libby area,

Black said. It was unknown at the meeting how many of the 184
people had an abnormality due to asbestos-tainted vermiculite

See Test results on Page 8

Test results

Continued from Page 1
exposure or another cause.

The free health screenings for
qualified Libby area residents
ended last fall but one of the three
specialists, who examines the x-
rays, went on sabbatical.

Local ATSDR representative
Dan Strausbaugh said the problem
was resolved last month but he
wasn’t sure when all the screening
letters would be mailed.

As of Jan. 25, 1,830 letters had
been mailed. ATSDR reported
6,200 participated in the free med-
1cal screenings.

Another 850 letters were sched-
uled to be mailed during the first
week in February increasing the
total to 2,680.

Lybarger will be reporting on the
complete results of the x-rays, pul-
monary function tests, and ques-
tionnaire results for only the first

1,200 files, not the entire results for
all of those screened.

In early November, Lybarger
presented “preliminary” statistics
from a sampling of 429 screenings,
which showed 9-10 percent of the
people had lung abnormalities.

Local medical officials have pre-
dicted that 10 percent of the people
screened will be found to have a
lung malady related to vermiculite
exposure.

Copies of the interim report will
also be available for public review
beginning Feb. 23, at the Libby
Library, the ATSDR Office, 501
Mineral Ave., and at the Lincoln
County Health Department in the
county annex building at 418
Mineral Ave.

Libby or Elko, Nev., community -

- members seeking information on

the interim report, or who would
like to receive a copy, should call
the ATSDR Information Center toll
free, at 1-888-42-ATSDR (1-888-
422-8737). Callers should refer to
the “Libby, Montana, site.” ATSDR
regional representative Dan
Strausbaugh also may be called for
information at (406) 441-1120 ext.
257 in Helena, or at 293-2728 in
Libby.
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DEQ asked for safe air quahty level for asbestos

A motion to reconsider the tabling action
taken by the Judiciary Committee this past week
resulted in an amendment being placed upon the
death penalty bill which would give Montana
volers an opportunity to determine whether or
not the death penalty be applied for felons con-
victed of murder, or whether Montana should
punish those offenders with life sentences in
prison without parole.

Each year those opposing the death penalty
have lobbied hard to get the law changed. The
Human Rights Network and the American Civil
Liberties Union, along with activists on the na-
tional level, have stepped up efforts to abolish
the death penalty, but so far with no success.

Legislators believe the public should have a
chance to decide an issue of such importance.

A measure tabled in the State/Federal Energy.
and Telecommunications Committee this week
would have clarified the options states have
when they believe regulations placed upon them
by the federal government are unconstitutional,
Another measure asking Congress to extricate
the United States from the United Nations was
heard and tabled. A bill to revoke the War Pow-
ers criteria, which would have placed unneces-
sary restrictions on citizens, was withdrawn be-
fore the scheduled hearing by its sponsor.

Still viable are resolutions which address fed-
eral policy on roadless areas, accumulated fuel
build-ups on forests and urging support for en-
ergy generation using Montana’s super-compli-
ant coal. :

On Thursday, Feb. 15, before a joint session
of the house and senate, former state representa-
tive Linda McCulloch, as newly elected Super-
intendent of Public Instruction, presented the

annual state of Montana Education Address.
Former seatmates and legislators sharing com-
mittee assignments gave Linda a warm wel-
come.

It was a special treat to have visitors from
Lincoln County High School at the capito! to at-
tend the joint session, MEA events, and monitor
committee hearings and some floor debates.

Teachers David James and Michael Atherton,
and students Raina Phillips, Nina Kwok and
Lindsey Swallows not only participated in the
above, but were also on hand to witness what
happens at the Legislature when a major com-
puter malfunction occurs. The computer, re-
ferred to as the “heart” of the bill-processing
system, contains programs which are needed to
write bills, prepare and add amendments to
bills, track legislation and provide information
to the public about hearings.

The days immediately prior to transmittal are
particularly critical because all but certain types
of bills by the 45th day must be acted upon by
committees, passed on second and third reading,
and transmitted to the senate or house. Many

town witnesses in time to travel to Helena,

legislators were taken unaware when notice of -
committee hearings on their bills were not de- .
livered. Someone had to find them and say:

“Hey, your bill is up next,” without giving them

time to prepare testimony or notify witnesses
they’d planned to lend them support. There is 2
72-hour notice requirement when bills are

1
‘
.

scheduled to be heard in committee which is to .

enable bill sponsors opportunity to notify out of

Committees meeting on Tuesdays and Thurs-.
days met a special crunch, as Thursday was the. -

e

last day for taking executive action before trans- :

mittal deadline. Beginning Feb. 19, only special '
committee meetings will be held, and all-day

floor sessions are expected to consume all avail-

able time for the remainder of the week when -
both House and Senate are to have completed’
their work for the first half of this session.
Members are eagerly anticipating spending a
few days at home with families and con- -
stituents, and catching up on their mail.

Heard in Judiciary Committee this past week-
was another measure which would ask the De- +-
partment of Environmental Quality to develop a-

task force to compile information gathered at
Libby in order to determine a safe air quality
standard for asbestos materials, g
Although persons in Lincoln County have al-
ready been harmed, it is hoped that determining
safe exposure standards may spare other com-
munities the harm and distress experienced in -
northwest Montana. '

Concerns expressed by legislators were that -

perhaps this is a duplication of efforts already .
undertaken by the EPA, The proposal was
passed out of committee.



'Asbestos issue creating stress on youngsters

By LYNNETTE HINTZE
Special to the News

Libby High School sophomore
Necia Wayiand-Smith and her
friends were approached at the
recent Class A divisional basketball
tournament by adults from another
city who asked an unsettling ques-
tion: “Are you guys all dying up
there in Libby?”

Lorenn Moore, a Libby fresh-
man, got the same type of inquisi-
tion from other students at the state
speech and drama meet. “Is Libby
. really covered by clouds of asbestos
dust?” they asked.

“They think it’s really bad here,”
Moore said. “When they found out
I was from Libby, they had a lot of
questions.”

Some out-of-towners have asked
students if they personally know
W.R. Grace, the namesake of the
giant corporation that’s being
blamed for the widespread asbestos
disease and death linked to Grace’s
former vermiculite mine in Libby.

Everywhere they go, the ques-
tions follow, or the jokes,

“Don’t cough on me,” an out-of-
town student told another Libby
student, appareitly in jest.

But it hurts deep down.

Libby students have traditionally
taken pride in their school and com-
munity. Set against the backdrop of
the Cabinet Mountains in one of
Montana’s most scenic locations,

Libby is off the beaten track. Its

remoteness has in a way, though,

solidified the sense of community
there through the years,
The latest news — that 30 per-

cent of those in the first round of -

testing have lung abnormalities
most likely linked to asbestos expo-
sure—has shaken the community
and its children. A once-secure
haven is now being poked and
prodded by government health
agencies. Lists of sick people are
being drawn up.

Nothing seemingly will ever be
the same again.

“I hate when people say they’re
afraid to drive through Libby,” said

Heidi Desch, editor-in-chief of the -

Tamarack, Libby High School’s
newspaper.

Desch and her staff have taken a
leadership role in keeping students
up-to-date about the asbestos situa-
tion in Libby, even though she
doesn’t always agree it’s front-page
news.

There’s a sense of defiance
among some students.

“I’m tired of hearing about it. I
don’t understand what they (the
victims) are going through,” Desch
said. “A part of me wishes it was
over.”

Krista Roll, a senior, said she
wouldn’t let the asbestos problem
affect her decision to one day come
back to Libby to live if that’s what
she wants to do. .

“And I’'m not going to pack up
and move away (now) because of
it,” she said.

Roll doesn’t like the “skewed”
view of Libby some national publi-
cations have presented.

“There are more people here than

the few who are dying,” she said.

Children in Libby are under
tremendous stress, said Kim Lee of
Libby, a former schoo! counselor
who has experience in working
with children who have experienced
grief and loss. ‘

“This asbestos issue is so slow
moving and insidious, it impacts the
lives of entire families,” Lee said.
“There’s unrelenting rage, helpless-
ness and hopelessness. It’s got to
affect the childten.”

Children sense their parents’ fear
and anger; they overhear conversa-
tions and they feel powerless to
help, she said.

Sometimes they’re confused by
the details. Lee’s 7-year-old son,
for example, “was afraid of laundry
for awhile,” because he had heard
that many wives of miners were
exposed to toxic asbestos dust when
they washed their husbands’ work
clothes.

Lee realized how invasive the
asbestos issue has become when
she observed that two children in

‘her 11-year-old daughter’s class

have grandparents who have died
from asbestos disease.

There are many multi-genera-
tional families in Libby, which
means several generations are deal-
ing with the emotional issue at the
same time. That’s the case for Katie

Castleton, a second-grader at Asa
Wood Elementary School who has
been directly impacted by asbestos.
Her grandparents, Mel and Lerah
Parker, had to close their business,
Raintree Nursery, after federal offi-

cials declared it a Superfund site

because asbestos-laden vermiculite
was screened there for decades.
Castleton spent a great deal of
time at her grandparents’ nursery;
she even had her own bedroom at
their home on the nursery property.
Most of the Parkers’ household
items, including their granddaugh-

ter’s toys and her baby cradle, had .

to be destroyed because of asbestos
contamination.

“It makes me sad and really, real-
ly mad about what W.R. Grace.
did,” Castleton said. “They’re real
big jerks because they let Grandma
and Grandpa have that property.
when they knew it was exposed..
They shouldn’t have kept it a
secret.” ‘

Her parents and grandparents
have explained the situation to. her,
and have worked through her earli-
er fears. When the 8-year-old first
realized what was happening, her
first question was: “Am I going to
die?”

Les recommends that parents talk
to their children, but it’s difficult
for many. ‘

“They’re not to the stage where
they can deal with it yet,” she said.

See Youngsters on Page 8
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| Youngéters

Continued from Page 6

Libby students agreed it’s hard to
confide in their parents about
asbestos disease. ’ .

“It’s weird to talk about it,” said
Mari Dofelmire, a freshman. “I do
wonder about it.”

Dofelmire’s father received a let-

ter from federal heaith officials say- -

ing he has scarring on his lungs.

“I don’t think he has it. That’s
what I keep telling myself,” she
said.

LHS senior Jason Worley said he
and fellow classmates in the jour-
nalism class talk about asbestos
more than most students because
they’ve written about the issue.

“No one really wants to think
about it, but it has become a com-
munity problem,” he said.

Added Moore: “It’s a touchy
subject. It’s hard to imagine some
. of your loved ones dying.”

About 435 Libby children ages
10 to 18 went through the free
health screening to determine
potential risk for asbestos disease

and paths of exposure, according to -

the Tamarack, Libby’s school
newspaper. They didn’t get lung X-

rays, but did complete pulmonary
function tests. .

The Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry,
which conducted the tests, doesn’t
have numbers yet on how many
children have signs of asbestos dis-
ease.

Lee believes Libby residents will -
ultimately find strength in one of
the community’s biggest assets —
its families..

“The families who are dealing
with this, they’re the ones who will
have to help the children deal with
it,” she said. “It’s not necessarily
best to bring in battalions of coun-
selors.”

More support groups are forming
to help families and kids cope.

“Kids can feel abandoned if the
parents are too preoccupied or
obsessed with this,” she added.

Nancy Chalgren, a Libby High
School guidance counselor, said the
school plans to use grant money to
set up after-school support groups
to deal with many issues, including
the asbestos impact.

Although students are more apt
to be affected by the asbestos dis-

ease of a grandparent rather than .
parent, there’s still a lot of fear that
accompanies the situation,
Chalgren said.

“With asbestos, it lasts for so
long, there’s the feeling there’s no
end in sight,” she said. “It’s defi-
nitely a stress for students.”

Lynnette Hintze is a reporter
with the Kalispell Daily Inter Lake.
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EPA, Grace 1eading to court

" By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

A long-running access dispute betweén the
Environmental Protection Agency and W.R.
Grace is headed back to court followmg a
failed attempt at mediation,

“It fell apart pretty quxckly on practlca.lly
every substantive issue,” said EPA on-scene
coordinator Paul Peronard.

The EPA sued Grace last fall after Grace,
locked the federal agency out of its mine
reclamation area.

After attorneys for Grace and the EPA

hearing on Dec. 20, a federal judge in
4 Missoula ordered the two parties to try to
.work out their problems in mediation.

The EPA has had little luck at negotiating
with Grace, Peronard said.

“It’s always a matter of whenever Grace

argued their points in court during a two-hour

proposes anythmg you never seem to get very

GGThe fact'is that they’ve .
interfered with the
c]eanu-p operation, and
we’vegottogeta
.pound of flesh for that.99

Paul Peronard

EPA coordinator .

far in negotiating the details,” he said:
EPA is seeking access to property Grace

sold to KDC after Grace’s vermiculite mine
“ closed in 1990 KDC owns the mine site itself

as well as property adjacent to and across the

river from the former screening piant site at

the mouth of Rainy Creek. After initially bar-

ring EPA ﬁ'om the property completely, -~ -

.

Grace granted access to the KDC properties

. for investigative purposes only.

- EPA also seeks to conduct cleanup opera-
tions on the riverfront properties and to use
the mine site to dispose of asbestos-contami-
nated materials excavated from the former

- screening plant location. The asbestos °

occutred as a contammant in the vermiculite
ore.

Grace has offered to remove and dispose of
the soils and demolition debris stockpiled at
the former screening plant and te replace the

soil with gravel and topsoil from its own
.property. Grace has also offered to clean up

the KDC properties next to and across the

‘river from the screening site using the same

- contractor that cleaned up the former export

'plant in Libby last fall.

"The probiem with Grace s offer is that the

- SecEPA and Grace on Page

Continued from Page 1
company has refused to do the
work under the scope of an EPA
order such as the order developed
for the export plant cleanup,
Peronard said. :

“It would be great for them to do
the cleanup,” he said. “They have

Y under an enforceable order.”
* Without an order to direct the
] work, the EPA would have no way -

properly, Peronard said. . L
Grace has also asked the EPA to

associated with chemicals, asphalt
or other non-asbestos contamina-
tion that could be found.in materi-

EPA and Grace"

1 to do it right. They have to do it

to ensure the cleanup is conducted“
© -1 “The fact’is that they’'ve inter- A

free the company from any liability -

als excavated from the screemng - were unsuccessful -'and-that the casg.
will have to‘be reso

plant site. The agency can 't legally
do that, Peronard said. S

“It’s a non-starter, as they say,” B
he said. .

Grace also asked the EPA to - Py
drop its claim for $5 million in ~
penalties. The agency'is adamant.

that penalties must be collected. " cubic yards §V§ %
Grace’s actions have delayed the - /screening. plan The
cleanup, put more people at nsk'_fportmg the ¢ _ ‘g}& y
and cost the govemment money, the area. for . disposal-has-
mated at $4.5 million. Plans zr

Peronard said.

fered 'with the cleanup operation,
and.we’ve. got to get a pound of
flesh for that,” he said.

The EPA has informed the judge
in Missoula.that mediation efforts

ter, EPA h

under way. to creat¢ a 4- to 6~ :
site at the county landfill to safél { -
dispose of asbestos-contaminatet
matenals, Peronard’said. The pip-
ject is expected to cost about Sl.g_;
million, he sald 4

Ag:m co:‘z:}
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Relocation of Millwork West to mayor’s property detailed by ofﬁ01als

To the Editor:

This narrative details the sequence
of events which led up to the reloca-
tion of Millwork West to the proper-
ty owned by Universal Land.

When Paul Peronard of the EPA
informed Mel Burnett and the City of
Libby that Millwork West would
have to be relocated, Mei indicated
that he was interested in being in the
old Frontier Glass location on Cali-
fornia Avenue. The city called the
owners of this property to see if it
could be rented or leased. We were
told they would not lease the build-
ing. Alan Stringer and Paul Peronard
each called them to see about leasing,
they also told them no. The thought
had been to put the retail business in
the Frontier Glass Building and
W.R., Grace would provide a storage
building on the old baseball fields.

Jim Stout told the city they were
looking at a sprung structure which
the city would be able to keep after
the clean-up was complete.

The city and W.R. Grace next
looked at putting the sprung structure
and the whole business on the base-
ball fields at the city industrial park
{which the EPA had determined was
clean). The EPA determined that this

setup would not work because there
would be some risk to customers and
truck traffic. Although some on the
council didn’t want the sprung struc-
ture, most did. .

Next the city looked at putting the
sprung structure on the big grassy
area in front of city hall, Mark Fen-
nessy, city attorney, informed the
council that the property had restric-
tions placed on it at the time Stimson
donated the property to the city. The
restriction would not allow for a re-
tail business to be located on the
property. The mayor then ¢ffered to
trade property with the city so that
the sprung structure could still be lo-
cated on city property. The city attor-
ney said that the traded land would
then become restricted in the same
manner as the city property.

At this point, W.R, Grace and
Millwork West had decided to put up
two metal buildings instead of the
sprung structure. The city considered
putting the buildings down by the
Legion baseball fields, but the city
ran into a multitude of problems with
this site. First, the City met resistance
from the neighbors. According to city
attomney Mark Fennessy there were
land restrictions on part of the prop-

erty. There were waterline concerns,
parking concerns for the Legion
baseball field, also, the size of the
first building would have to be small-
er than originally conceived because
of the size of the power company
easement; the size of the second
building would also have to be
down-sized to ailow for fire depart-
ment access behind the building, and
finally, it was determined the largest
building would be placed over a
large sewer line. It did not seem fea-
sible to meet all of Millwork West's
needs and still meet property re-
straints.

The next scenario was to trade
property adjacent to Asa Wood with
the property next to Town Pump. It
was thought that Town Pump could
buy the property and trade with W.R.
Grace. Grace staff did not feel there
was sufficient time to pursue this
complicated course of action.

Because the mayor thought it
would be preferable if a public entity
could benefit from having the build-
ings built on public property he
asked Kirby Maki if the school dis-
trict had property that would work
for this purpose. Mr. Maki could not
think of any. Rita Windom was then

asked if the county had property that .
would work for this putpose. Rita
suggested the county park across the
river, Mel Burnett didn’t feel it
would work very well for them, and
Mrs. Windom couldn’t think of any-
thing else that might work.

The city, at this point, could not
come up with anything and informed
W.R. Grace and Millwork West that
they would have to pursue private
property on which to relocate the
business. W.R. Grace and Millwork
West then looked at other properties
including property on the other side
of the river owned by Mark Owen
near the county shop and the old

Libby Ready Mix location to name a

few.
Thomas Wood, Libby Fire Chief
Bill Watt, Libby Fire Marshal
Paut Peronard, EPA
Alan Stringer, W.R. Grace
Dan Stephens, Libby City Council
Mel Burnett, Miliwork West, Inc.
George Bauer, Libby City Council
Judy Porter, Libby City Councit
Jane Thom, Libby City Council
Kirby Maki, School Superintendent
Rita Windom, County Commissioner
John Norberg, City Building Inspector
Dan Thede, City of Libby
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Asbestos may be released by house fires

By RAY STOUT
Western News Reporter

‘Structure fires could release
deadly asbestos from insulation or
pipes into the air, but a hot enough
temperature will turn it to harmless
sand, according to government offi-
cials. )

It’s the friable asbestos — “any-
thing you can crush’ with your
hand” - that’s more likely to be-
come airborne than non-friable,
said John Podolinsky, asbestos-
control program coordinator for the
Montana Department of Environ-
naental Quality.

Friable asbestos is the kind that
was typically used in the manufac-
ture of pipes and boilers, attic insu-
lation, ceiling textures and wall-
boards, Podolinsky said. The as-
bestos content must also be more

than 1 percent to classify it as fri-
able.

Asbestos is a major concern in
Libby, where it was once mined as
a2 by-product of vermiculite. The
vermiculite was used in insulation
in homes in Libby and elsewhere.

Inhaling the invisible fibers of
asbestos has been found to cause
fatal diseases.

The 1-percent rule “was never
meant to be a health standard,” said
Podolinsky. “It was just a line in
the sand that they drew because

most of the manufacturers wanted
to take advantage of the benefits of
asbestos, and they put in more than
1 percent.”

"For example, pipes and boilers
typically contain 10-75 percent as-
bestos, he said. In cases like that,
manufacturers would add the min-

eral largely because it’s fire resis-

tant at very high temperatures.

In the case of Libby vermiculite,
the asbestos was natural, Podolin-
sky said. It was mined along with
the vermiculite.

The mining companies tried to
remove the mineral at the mill, he
said. But “in some cases, the
milling process didn’t get rid of it
all »

Examples of non-friable asbestos
are floor coverings and roofing ma-
terials, Podolinsky said.

Regardless of where the asbestos
came from, a house fire can free it
from whatever it’s embedded in,
said Podolinsky. Firefighters, of
course, wear protective gear but
onlookers should try to avoid high
concentrations of smoke.

“If there’s a plume, they’re in
danger of being exposed to as-
bestos,” he said, of burning build-
ings containing asbestos materials..

However, he said a brief expo-
sure doesn’t necessarily mean the
person will become sick.

If a fire reaches about 2,500 de-
grees F, the asbestos “just melts
and becomes a grain of sand,” said
Bob Vick, regional asbestos coordi-
nator for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. “So it no longer
has the sharp points on it” that can
adhere to the lungs and interfere
with breathing.

That hot a fire isn’t one where
anybody would enter the building
anyway, said Bill Watt, fire mar-
shal for the Libby Volunteer Fire
Department

“I imagine it could get up that
high,” Watt said. “Normally that
would be if it was totally buming. [
mean totally involved. No firefight-
ers are going to be in it at that tem-
perature.”

The maximum temperature for
firefighters with their heavy clothes
and helmets, hoods, gloves and
face shields is around 500 degrees
when it’s about 1,000 at ceiling
level, Watt said.

There’s no special training for
Libby firefighters in handling as-
bestos-containing materials, said
fire chief Tom Wood. But along
with their standard equipment the
department has eight special respi-
rators donated by the EPA, he said.

“When the building is involved -

in a fire and we go into it, we're
protected,” Wood said.

CAG to seek independent technical assistance

Libby’s Community Advisory
Group on asbestos issues is looking
for. help from a program based at
Kansas State University that pro-
vides technical assistance for com-
munities dealing with toxic contam-
ination.

A committee of the CAG is work-
ing on a proposal to seek assistance
from the Technical Outreach Ser-
vices for Communities program at
Kansas State. The committee plans
to:

® Conduct a needs assessment of
CAG members to identify concerns
and areas needing further research;

. @ Determine a baseline under-
standing of asbestos-related diseases
and.the roles and scopes of work of
the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Agency for Toxic
Substance and Disease Registry;

® Research advantages and dis-

advantages of Superfund designa-
tion and make a recommendation to
the CAG;

® Determine the role of TOSC
that would be most beneficial;

® Prepare an action plan for uti-
lizing TOSC resources.

The TOSC program is a service
of the Hazardous Substances Re-

search Centers program. About 30
universities across the country form
a network of five HSRCs, and each
HSRC serves two EPA regions.
The TOSC program is aimed at

helping communities with haz- -

ardous substance pollution problems
by providing independent technical
information and assistance.
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ATSDR releases health document on trémolit’é

A public health document titled
“Tremolite-related Asbestos,” is
now available in draft form from
the U.S. Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and Disease Registry, with
public comment due by mid-
March.

The document is in response to
the presence of tremolite asbestos
in vermiculite ore mined near
Libby. Tremolite, if inhaled, is one
of the most dangerous forms of as-
bestos.

The contaminated vermicuhte
from Libby was mined, distributed
and processed into many products

. used across the country. Workers,

household contacts and the general
public who come in contact with
contaminated products “may be at
risk of exposure and potential
health effects,” says the document.

In the document, the federal
agency reviews the scientific liter-
ature describing the relationship
between exposure to tremolite-re-
lated asbestos and the resulting
health effects.

All public comments will be
made available for public inspec-
tion, so no confidential business
information should be submitted.

Copies of the draft are available
at the ATSDR office in Libby, 501
Mindral Ave, Telephone is 293-
2728. The agency reserves the
right to provide only one copy of

it Feb 15, at 415 Louisiana

Asbestos groups
meet Feb, 15 & 19

The evening support group
for individuals impacted by
asbestos related disease will
meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday,

Ave.

The day group will meet at
2 p.m. Monday, Feb. 19, at
the same location.

The groups will meet regu-
larly on the first and third
Thursday and Monday of
each month.

For more information, call
Laura Sedler at 293-0180.

the draft free. of charge.

Comments on the draft must be
received by March 23.

Written comments should be
sent to ATSDR Information Cen-
ter, Division of Toxicology,
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry, Mailstop E-57,
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta,
GA 30333.

The comments shiéﬁga bear the
docket control nugg&gg yATSD, R;-. .
165. ‘i i

Copies of the dra;@ 3rqaavallapl§\.
at the agency’s: telgpgrﬁy‘ ofﬁceam ’

S

phone is 293-2728. The age,ncy :Q,, .
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one copy of wasaétfaﬁ Arsgaef

charge. e

i



N _ »

“Y.R. Grace and Kéotenai Development Company
iake Offer to Clean-Up Nursery, Other Properties

In court-ordered mediation with the Environmental Protection Agency, W.R.
3race & Co. and Kootenai Development Company (KDC) offered a plan
that would allow the stalled Nursery property clean up to move forward and
also result in the remediation of two KDC-owned parcels with Grace paying
! the costs. '

Though Grace and KDC negotiated in good faith and made substantial
concessicns at last month’s mediation, the EPA was unwilling to
compromise. This was unfortunate. Unless this dispute can be resolved out .
of court, it appears that a Missoula judge will have the final say on who pays
for this important local project.

Grace and KDC believe that a speedy conclusion to this dispute is in
everybody’s best interest. The offer Grace and KDC made to the EPA
during last month’s mediation is outlined below.

Rb i Ol

Specifically, Grace offers to remove and dispose of the soils and demolition
debris stockpiled at the Nursery property. In addition, KDC has offered, at
no charge, enough gravel and topsoil from its property to restore the Nursery
land to its original condition.

Grace also offers to clean two other KDC properties, one adjacent to the
Nursery property and the other across the Kootenai River, using the same
techniques and contractor used to clean the Export Plant last Fall. That
project was completed to the EPA’s satisfaction quickly and with little -

- controversy.

eesTerns News

In return, EPA should free Grace and KDC from any liability related to any
horticultural chemicals, asphalt or other contamination - except asbestos -
that may be found in the soil and debris taken from the Nursery property.

The EPA should also drop its lawsuit seeking access to KDC’s property and
the related claims for penalties.

Grace and KDC strongly urge the government to seriously consider this
offer. Not only does it result in a resolution of the issues, at no cost to the
taxpayer, it will also save as much as $2 million in federal funds the EPA
says is needed to build an asbestos disposal site in Lincoln County.

Alan Stringer
Presiden KDC
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Monumental blunder by city enriches mayor, not people of L1bby ;’

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following
letter was submitted to the Libby
City Council on Monday, Feb. 5.
To the Editor:

October 5, 1998 was the first city
council meeting I ever attended.
That was when the council voted to
put Lolo waterline out for bid. It
never happened. I couldn’t believe
that the council could promise to do
something in a public meeting and
then reverse their decision in private.
I commented then, that once the
council takes a legal action by voting
to do something, you have essential-
ly promised to do that. You could
not defend your actions then, you
told me to take you to court. That’s
not my style. I chose to make it pub-
lic instead, you have to answer to the
voters. .-

Nearly two and a half years later
we are still in the same place, On
July 6, 2000 the council voted to ac-
cept a $400,000 gift from W.R.
Grace in the form of temporary

“housing for Millwork West. Once

Industrial Park was proclaimed
clean, those buildings would become
permanent public assets. At some

- later, secret meeting, this gift was

redirected to property the mayor has -

interest in.

A newspaper article and my own
questions about this, have yielded
three reasons for this action. This is
the only public record of why you
made this decision. All three reasons
have proved baseless. I’'m here
tonight to inform you these stories
proved to be untrue, and to give the
council another chance to explain the
confidential discussions that led to a
$400,000 windfall for the city end-
ing up in private pockets in direct
contradiction to the council’s official
promise.

One reason given, and the easiest
to dismiss was the mayor's quote in
the newspaper, “We had an outcry

from quite a few nelghbors I got
this same story at the council meet- -
ing two months ago. On the face of
it, this statement seems true. I have
determined that there was an outcry
from quite a few neighbors. These
are all good people with valid con-
cerns about a change in their neigh-
borhood. We have to respect their
wishes, but we have to weigh their
convenience against the $400,000
benefit to the city, and the right of
the city council to utilize our proper-
ty in our best interests.

The council proved they under-
stood this concept when they fought
tooth and nail to allow an asphalt
plant on the mayor’s property. The
plant was permitted by the State, and

‘the mayor has a right to utilize his

property in his best interests. 1 per-
sonally thought it was a poor place
for it, but we have land-use regula-
tions for exactly this type of situa-
tion,

The council took an unpopular po-
sition in this case, yet they protected
the property rights of the mayor.
They did not take the same position
when the people of Libby would
have benefited from those buildings
and I am troubled that they chose to
do 50 in a clandestine manner,

Story number orie provestobe a’
swing and a miss!

Another reason given was a power

line right-of-way through the smaller
building. There is again some super-
ficial truth to this statement,

“The problem is the same as the

first example. Did the inconvenience

of this powerline outweigh the bene-
fits of a $400,000 gift? My experi-
ence leads mie to believe that the
powerline could have stayed where it
is with the building on top of it. If it
was deemed necessary to move it,
the cost would be less than $1,000 —
a 400 to [ return of investment.

Strike two!

The next reason given was a
sewer line directly below the build-
ing. This would be a problem. At the
meeting two months ago, the council
told me fire chief Tom Wood would -
not let them put the buildings over
the sewer line, and given the infor-
mation as it was presented to him

the chief was. nght to take that posi- .

tion:

~ The problem arises only because 1
am skeptical of the veracity of this-
council due to our previous dealings.
So I took the time to verify this
statement.,]I went over to the may- .
or’s property, measured those build-

ings and then staked them out on the .
city property - this is what I do for a.

living. _

- I then marked out the sewer line
by lining up manholes and verified
this posmon with maps provxded by

the city. My observations, and yours
if you take the time to drive by the:; s
ballpark, lead me to believe those ..
buildings could have fit on the cnty

"property with no involvement of the;.:

sewer line and room to spare,

There are eight traffic cones out ..,
there delineating the four comers of¥ %
two buildings. The barrier tape run-
ning across the back of those lines is
my representation of the sewer line.: s

Strike three. You’re outta therel.u i

All three reasons have proved to 1 ;
be suspect. I challenge this counci: t
to prove me wrong. I'll give you the
benefit of doubt as I wasn’t privy to- 1
the secret negotiations that placed "
those buildings where they are, - =i/
There may yet be a logical reason’ ¢+
and I’ll give you a full monthto -
dream one up. A

I won’t speculate as to the mo-

. tives at work here. But,.in my opin- :
-“jon this looked like a monumental
* blunder that enriched the mayor.
- Bottom line is, you promised to s

cure this gift for the people of Libby "

. .now explain why you didn’t. 3

’».

Please put me on next month’s
agenda so we can discuss this fur-
ther, and hopefully .you can prove
that you acted with the taxpayers ini: -

PCRETS W -3

. mind in this instance. So far the ling- ,

between fantasy and fact is quite 3
blurred.



¥ Schools asw
for testing
two tracks -

High school track sits on
layer of vermiculite tailings

By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

The Libby School District is looking for
help from the Environmental Protection
Agency to clean up asbestos-contaminated
mill tailings sealed beneath the high school
and middle school tracks.

The district used tailings from W.R. .
Grace’s vermiculite mine and mill complex
from the early 1970s until 1983. The LHS
track was encapsulated with asphalt after
Grace warned the district that asbestos fibers
in the tailings could pose problems.

In a letter sent last week to EPA officials,
school superintendent Kirby Maki said the
district is “extremely concerned” about the
tailings. Maki asked the EPA to conduct tests
at the tracks, remove the tailings and replace
them with fill material, and reinstall the track
surfaces. :

“I don’t know what’s going to happen, b.*
at least they’re going to look at that,” Maki
said. “They are going to do some testing, and
if there are matertals posing a health threat
they’ll have to get them removed.”

Because the tailings are encapsulated in
asphalt, Maki said he doesn’t think they pose
a present danger. But the tracks are in need of
repair and replacement, he said.

“Just having it there on school property is a
liability I don’t think we should have at this
point in time,” he said.

. The EPA needs to determine the extent of

the contamination, Maki said. In addition to
use on the track itself, piles of tailings were
stored around the area for application to the
track when needed, he said.

“Hopefully they’ll do some testing and if
we have any problems, they’ll take care of it
" for us or hold W.R. Grace responsible for it,”
he said.

Grace tested the track in 1981 and found
what a company memo called “surprisingly
high” fiber concentrations stirred up by run-
ners. On a hot, dry, windless July day, fiber
concentrations were measured at .14 fibers -
per cubic centimeter of air for the lead runner
and .22 fibers per cc for a following runner.

At the time of testing, the track was com-
pacted due to recent rains and lack of use, No
dust was visible.

According to the memo, short-term concen-
trations as high as 1.0 fibers per cc may have

been possible-when the track was in well-used
s == 3elmm and in nca by a numhber nf neanle.
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ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers - .
about Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q_‘ I’ve heard that EPA is cleaning up homes in Minnesota.
Why are Libby homes not getting cleaned up?

A: EPA is doing some clean-up work in yards on Minnesota homes that have been
contaminated with a rock waste product called “stoner rock™ from a vermiculite ..
expansion operation in Minneapolis. This rock may contain up to 70% asbestos.
It looks like indistinct grey rocks that can be up to several inches in diameter.
Some of this material has been found in the western part of the Export Plant, but -
has not been seen in other areas around Libby:. :

“Stoner rock” is different from the vermiculite concentrate that went to the
Screening Plant and to the Export Plant to be either bagged or expanded. The
vermiculite concentrate is dark grey to black, and has the form of small “flakes.”
EPA has found concentrations of 1 to 12% asbestos in this vermiculite.

Please call the EPA Information Center in Libby at 293-6194 to report any
unpopped vermiculite on your property or inn or around Libby. EPA may
eventually remove the material but, in the meantime, we advise that you-don’t
disturb it.

No work is being done to remove vermiculite insulation or other potential
asbestos sources from inside homes in Minnesota or Montana. ‘

To report vermiculite insulation in your home, please call the Lincoln County
Environmental Health Dept. at 293-7781, X228

For more information Call: -
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241 or
Ron Anderson, Director Lincoln County Enwronmental Health at 293-7781, X228.




W.R. Grace
will honor

commitments

Company says health plan,
hospital funds to continue

W.R. Grace will continue to honor its com- -
mitments to the Libby community if the com-
pany decides to file for Chapter 11 reorgani-
zation, its local spokesman said late last '
week.

“Chapter 11 means reorganization, not lig-
uidation. It buys us breathing room,” said
Alan Stringer, Grace’s representative in
Libby. “We are totally committed to carrying
forward our Libby medical obligations.”

Grace provided St. John’s Lutheran
Hospital with a $250,000 payment in 2000
and committed to paying the same amount
every year it is needed to provide medical ser-
vices for asbestos-related victims. Grace offi-
cials promised further funding as needs
become more clearly identified.

The company is also providing free medical
insurance coverage for area residents diag-

" nosed with an asbestos-related disease. More
than 90 people had been accepted into the
program as of mid-January with nobody
turned away.

Stringer stressed that the company has not
yet filed for Chapter 11 reorganization and
that’s it’s only an option at this point.

In the company’s financial report for the
final quarter of 2000, Grace CEO Paul Norris
said reorganization under Chapter 11 was one
option to consider.

The chemical giant is facing increasing lia-
bilities from pending personal-injury lawsuits,
class action suits and property damage suits.
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eral and state officials rushed to Libby following news-
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Where’s Waldo Montana? \ A

Missing: The State of Montana AN

Lost: Years ago

Result: Hundreds, check that, thousands of asbestos—re—
lated disease victims.

And Montana is still mlssmg—m-actlon a year after fed-

paper reports of a health and environmental disaster.

“The federal agencies are here and involved. The state,
well, the bigwigs show up for the photo ops and key
meetings.

On Wednesday, the Legislature jomed the ranks of ab-
sent-without-leave by refusing to fund a part-time state
health worker at $18,500 a year. The worker was to as-
sist families in finding aid.

Legislators tabled Rep. Eileen Carney’s bill saying
they couldn’t find $18,500 in a $2.3 billion budget.

Presently, W.R. Grace is providing health insurance
coverage for some people. We’re told not everyone qual-
ifies but Grace hasn’t tumed anyone away yet.

The other option is to sue Grace but you better get
ready to stand in a long, slow-moving line. The courts
have been hearing 3-4 cases a year. ,

And worse yet, Grace is now admitting that bankruptcy '
is a consideration versus litigating a mounting number of
asbestos-related lawsuits.

If Grace goes belly-up, the pressure will be on St.

John’s Lutheran Hospital to provide services to what
could be as many as 1,000 people with asbestos-related
health problems. Qur local hospital doesn’t have the re-
sources, either.

Perhaps then the state will be forced to make more |
than a verbal commitment to Libby after it failed to rec-
ognize an asbestos problem years ago and then didn’t
warn employees. And now has done little or nothing to
help us get through a tough medical.crisis.

Why is it we send taxes to Helena? — Roger Morris




“YBankruptcy
an option '
says Grace

B Nearly 50,000 cases filed
during 2000 against company

Chapter 11 bankruptcy as a consideration ver-
sus continued litigation was mentioned Monday
- by W.R. Grace CEO Paul Norris in the compa-
ny’s final quarterly report for the year 2000.
“Asbestos litigation continues to be our com-
pany’s biggest challenge,” he said. “During*2000
we have seen the litigation environment worsen
and become more uncertain.” 4
Nearly 50,000 bodily injury claims were
received during 2000, an 8i-percent increase
over 1999, according to the company’s financiai
*  report.

As of Dec, 31, 2000, Grace has pending 7
property damage suits, 9 attic insuiation class .
action lawsuits and 124,907 bodily injury claims. :

Eighty-four claims by Libby area residents are |
pending in district court against the owners ofa i
former vermiculite mine near Libby. The vermi- l
culite was contaminated with tremolite asbestos. ;
" “Recent adverse events in asbestos bodily liti-
gation, including petitions for bankruptcy reorga-
nization by several co-defendant companies have
caused an environment that increases the risk of
more claims being filed than previously project-
ed, with higher settlement demands,” the compa- |
ny’s financial report said.

In October, Owens Corning voluntarily filed a
reorganization petition under Chapter 11 of the
U.S. Bankruptcy Code. Since then, other compa-
nies facing asbestos litigation have filed for
bankruptcy. _ :

Grace has effectively managed asbestos-relat-
ed litigation for over 20 years, despite the bank-
ruptcy of a number of other co-defendants.

Last year, a Grace official had reported the
company had paid out $15.6 million in awards
from 64 cases related to its Libby operations.

In its latest financial report, Grace reported its
asbestos-related liability at $1.1 billion.

In Libby, Grace committed to providing Si.

John’s Lutheran Hospital with $250,000 a year to
help provide medical services for asbestos-relat-
ed victims. Grace officials promised further
funding as needs become more clearly identified.

Also the company is providing free medical
insurance coverage for area residents diagnosed
with an asbestos-related disease. More than 90
people had been accepted into the program as of
mid-January with nobody turned away.

However, Grace’s local spokesman, Alan
Stringer, has said that if there is no company,
there is no health plan.
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Asphalt plant not relevant to asbestos issues

To the Editor:

Concerning Ann Martin’s
condescendingly terse letter
concerning my condescension,
that she perceived or projected
last week: First, do not in any
way confuse my support for the
temporary, portable asphalt
plant with the asbestos issue. As
an independent supplier 1 spent

Uithof to critic: do the science

To the Editor:

Concerning the sentence in
Julie Waters-Barcomb’s letter to
the editor: “as a derogatory term
for those who oppose the asphalt
plant’s toxic emissions.” Aged
people tend to be stuck on “How
it was,” and refuse to hear any-
thing that might change that real-
ity (memory).

At 30, you should be able to

a lot of time up on the hill
dumping diesel and #5 burner
fuel, from 1976 to 1990.

Employees affected deserve
compensation. And in no way
are these issues even remotely
connected, except in the “stop
the world and pray for food and
help” mindset group.

And secondly, how do com-

hear at least a little bit of quality
information that is not exactly
within your present ideological
bell jar. But, rigid thinking af-
fects people in mysterious ways.
Please list the “toxic emis-
sions” by name and quantity. Do
the science or knock it off.
Rob Uithof

- P.S. You mention asbestos in

your letter. Why? And did you

munities like Kalispell, White-
fish, Bonners Ferry, Sandpoint,
etc., get away with not only
having an asphalt plant, but
passing ordinances that demand
paved parking lots and paved
driveways on new housing
units? Relax, and enjoy the
show.

Rob Uithof

or knock it off

know the largest producer of dry
wall in the United States declared
bankruptcy last week due to as-
bestos litigation? What makes
dry wall in your house and office
fire resistant? Asbestos.

Any chance that W.R. Grace is
not totally responsible for every
case of asbestosis in Libby?

What are the walls in your of-
fice?



New asbestos group
‘meets Monday, Feb. 5

The new support group for people
impacted by asbestos related. disease
will meet at 2 p.m. Monday, Feb. 5,
at 415 Louisiana Ave.

The mission of the group is to
provide information and to help peo-
ple identify the impacts of asbestos-
related stress on their lives. Anyone
who has been diagnosed or has a
loved one diagnosed is welcome.
There is no charge to participants.

For more information, call Lau
Sedler at 293-0180. .
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Court gives EPA access to mine

By ROGER MORRIS
— Western News Publisher
The U.S. District Court in Missoula
iled Friday in favor of the EPA giving the
:deral agency full access to the former
/R. Grace mine site and two other prop-
ties near Libby.
The EPA and Grace have been in a pro-
mnged legal struggle over the federal
zency dumping asbestos-contaminated
il removed from former mine properties a
10rt distance from the mine site.
On Friday, U.S. District Judge Donald
lalloy ruled that Grace must allow access
» the mine site and two properties along

the Kootenai River found to contain

asbestos contaminated soil.

“We're happy with the ruling,” said Paul
Peronard, on-site coordinator for the EPA.
“I regret the interruption took place. It was
time lost and we were stuck in time,” he
said.. “That’s my regret.”

The EPA was in the process of cleaning
up contaminated soil and buildings at the
site of Grace’s former processing plant

when the company denied access to the .

mine. Eventually, Grace allowed the EPA
to access the mine site for testing purposes
but not to deposit contaminated materials.
The Flyway is property immediately

upstream, along the Kootenai River, of the
former sorting plant site. And the Bluffs are
across the river, where a pipeline from the
sorting plant, loaded vermiculite into train
cars,

Peronard said EPA cleanup efforts will
“remobilize” in April with hauling of
asbestos-contaminated soil from the river
sites to the mine tentatively scheduled for
late May.

The EPA has 50,000 cubic yards of cont-
aminated soil it wants to move to the mine
site from the former sorting plant site. -

Ideritified contamination on the Flyways
and Bluffs properties is either piles or pits

Troy wins Western B divisional title

™YISIONAL CHAMPIONS — Troy heads to the Class B State Tournament at Lewistown beginning Thursday. The -
is Coach Rich Ramondelli, Kayla Meyer, Chelsea Manning, Destinie Meyer, Laura Mohar, Christina Aceves,
Ko 2! Ridgeway and Hannah Coy. Seated are Tara Fahland, Jeni Ramondelli and Ashley Trulock.

along accesses on those properties and not
as widespread as the sorting plant site,
Peronard said.

The EPA has identified piles or pits of
contaminated materials at the Flyway and
BlufT sites but has not begun cleanup
efforts on those properties.

Federal attomeys do expect an appeal of
the court decision, Peronard said. But that
should not delay hauling plans to the for-
mer mine site unless Grace seeks a restrain-
ing order.

Grace had no comment on the ruling as

See Rlllillg onPage 6

Two students
suspended for
‘making threats

By RAY STOUT
Western News Reporter

Two Libby school students were suspended in

separate incidents for using potentially threatening

language, according to the district superintendent.
At Libby High School, a student had talked

about “blowing up the school,” said Superintendent

Photo hy Jerry Akin

Kirby Maki. “Student taiked about that, made a
threat, we investigated the matter, suspended the
student for 10 days.”

The suspension was issued March 6, Maki said.
The matter is still under investigation by the
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Department, said County
Attorney Bernie Cassidy..

Maki said he didn’t know whether the student
elaborated on the comments to other students.
“Nobody found a bomb or anything. He talked
about that; we take these things very seriously.”

In recent years and even recent days, shootings,
bombings or other mass violence have occurred at
schools around the nation. In light of that, Maki
said, the district will be holding in-service meetings
to refresh staff on how to respond to potential
threats.

Also, it will review the crisis manageméit {-:an
to be sure it’s well-tuned, hé said.

. The issue was “a case where a kid was making
threats, or was just mouthing off,” Maki said.
“Sometimes people get mad and they say thmgs
but after all that’s gone on in the last few years you
need to follow up and investigate.”

"See Threats on Page 6

EPA begins soil testing around hlgh school track

By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

The Environmental Protection Agency
as started taking soil samples at and
round the Libby High School track in an
ffort to determine if the area is contami-
ated with asbestos.

The school district used tailings from
V.R. Grace’s vermiculite mine and mill
orr—'ex as a track surface from the early
9 il 1983. The track was encapsu-
sted V.t asphalt after Grace warned the
istrict that asbestos fibers in the tailings
ould pose problems.

Last month district supermtendent Kirby
4aki asked the EPA to conduct tests,
emove the tailings and replace them with
ill material, and reinstall the track surface.

Head Start finds new home

’re-school program to move in at Asa Wood School

By RAY STOUT
Western News Reporter

A home has been found for Kootenai Valley

| Asbestos court bill
moving forward
.See Page 6

The EPA has started investigating school
property to find where the contaminated

“material may have been spread, agency on-

scene coordinator Paul Peronard said at last
Thursday’s Community Advisory Group
meeting.

“This is not the best time to be sampling
soil in Montana,” Peronard said. “We're
actually jackhammering our samples out of
the ground.”

Grace tested the track in 1981 and found
what a company memo called “surprisingly

40 four-year-olds, Chandler said.

The school district stepped forward when it
heard Head Start was about to request $500,000

high” fiber concentrations stirred up by
runners. On a hot, dry, windless July day,
fiber concentrations were measured at .14
fibers per cubic centimeter of air for the
lead runner and .22 fibers per cc for a fol-
lowing runner.

At the time of testing, the track was
compacted due to recent rains and lack of
use. No dust was visible.

According to the memo, short-term con-

- centrations as high as 1.0 fibers per cc may

have been possible when the track was in
well-used condition and in use by a number
of people.

The EPA has also started its second
phase of air sampling at area homes,
Peronard said. In the first scenario, resi-
dents will wear air monitors as they go

about their everyday activities. In the sec-
ond scenario, EPA personnel will simulate
housecleaning activities to see if any
asbestos fibers are stirred up into the air.
Fourteen houses have been lined up for the
sampling, Peronard said.

The third scenario will probably start in
early April and will take samples while
EPA personnel are “mucking around” with
vermiculite insulation to simulate remodel-
ing activities, Peronard said. Three to six
houses will be tested.

The final scenario will focus on vermi-
culite in soil to see if fibers are stirred up
by gardening activities. It will probably
start in May or June depending on the

Sge CAGon Page 6
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a killer

that we sleep
with nightly
and we’re not
doing anything

about it.99
Mike Powers

By ROGER MORRIS
Western News Publisher

Federal officials were told Thursday night
that Libby residents want the vermiculite insu-
lation cleaned out of their homes and business-
€s — now. :

Members of the Citizens Advisory Group
were unfazed by responses from the -
Environmental Protection Agency officials
that Superfund law might not allow the federal
agency to clean insulation from homes.

“It looks to me-that it’s pretty well known
that this stuff is not safe for puppy dogs or old

B Residents warned to leave

removal to the experts
‘ See Page 8

B Local health plan developed for

proposed medical trust
See Page 8

S ——
who recently was diagnosed with a lung abnor-
mality, _ o,

Powers is one of 128 people who didn’t
work for W.R. Grace and recently learned he

vermiculite contaminated with asbestos. )

“People are continuing to be exposed to this
stuff,” Powers continued. “We have a killer
that we sleep with nightly and we’re not doing
anything about it.” ‘

The frustration is the federal and state agen
cies are seeing the mounting reports of Libby
area people whose health has been adversely
affected by exposure to the vermiculite in the
Libby area.

“For God’s sake let’s do something to
remove this stuff,” he said. “It seems like

:CA(J WanIS all verllllClll;lth"l_UulU-v (V1

curmudgeons like me,” said Mike Powers,

Vermiculite -

Gpntinued from Page 1

ngbody is willing to say ‘Yeah, this

sthff should be removed.*” .
%Duc Nguyen, representing the
PA at the meeting, said the agency

igscontinuing work on developing a

batter analysis technique and estab-

lighing a risk assessment.

#Kerry Beasley, president of the
bpard of directors of St. John’s
itheran Hospital in Libby, asked
tpuyen if it is safe to have undis-
tdrbed vermiculite insulation in a

me,

£ “We don’t know at this point so
fe’re trying to advise people not to
disturb it,” Nguyen said. “Tremolite
i% like a new animal to us and it’s
better to not disturb it.”

;‘Under Superfund law, the EPA
LY .

i

has a problem, most likely due to exposure to

can clean up public areas if soil
contamination or air contamination
is involved, Nguyen said. “Nobody
has an opinion yet on whether the
EPA can clean up home insulation.”

It is estimated that the vermi-
culite from the Libby mine has been
used as insulation in more than one
million homes and businesses in the
United States and in countless com-
metcial applications. Last year, the
Seattle Post . Intelligencer reported
that the insulation was used in as
many as 4 million homes.

Nguyen said there is a_concern

about setting precedent.

“I would think that the risk level
in these homes in Libby, Montana,
is high and I would think it would
be a priority,” said Libby City
Councilman George Bauer.

“All we can say is we’re working
on it,” Nguyen replied.

“This question has been brought
up over and over and over,” Bauer
said. “These people are concerned.”

Dr. Brad Black, the county health
officer, said Libby is in a unique sit-
uation compared to other communi-
ties in the country with a vermi-

- culite problem.

“Libby has a very strong argu-

ment,” Black said. “We have a le-

gitimate argument for cleaning up
Libby.
“This community is loaded.

See Vermiculite on Page

We’re iaded and we don’t want a
low level,” he said. “In Libby, Mon-
tana, the wide dispersal of this prod-
uct has allowed a lot of people 10
get it in their lungs. A person in
Kansas City, with it in their house.
doesn’t have “the same exposure.
They didn’t go down and load it up
for their garden, or play in the piles
as a kid or breathe it in from the
dust on the clothing of relatives.”
Nguyen said the federal agencies
need to establish how people were
exposed to the asbestos contaminat-

. ed vermiculite. “Then we can justify

why we want to remove it,” he said.

“l hear this community saying
they want it all removed,” Beasley
said. .
“We’re afraid everything is going
to come and go and we’re going tc
have homes full of vermiculite insu-
lation.” Bauer said. “I don’t think
Libby, Montana, will get a clean bil
of health until every house i:
clean.” . ’

CAG agreed to write a letter re
questing that all vermiculite, espe
cially insulation in homes and busi
nessés, be removed from the com
munity. :

“I’'m_hearing what you are say
ing,” Nguyen said. “We don’t hav:
the authority to do it. The answer i
not yes or no. Tremolite is an un
known.”



Community medical trust wesreey news

Tax 3 ol

Task force releases health plan

By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

A task force of Libby’s Com-
munity Advisory Group has
helped draw up what’s intended
to be an ideal medical plan for
area residents suffering from as-
bestos-related diseases.

The only problem is, no one
knows what the plan will cost or
where the money will come
from.

“We don’t have a clue,” said
Rick Palagi, chief executive offi-
cer of St. John’s Lutheran Hospi-
tal and a member of the CAG
task force.

At this point, the best estimate
of how much the plan might cost
has been around $500 million to
treat 1,000 people over the next
40 years.

“Am 1 sure about that‘7 No,”
Palagi said. ‘

The plan, released in draft -

form at last Thursday’s CAG
meeting, was developed follow-
ing complaints that a free med-
ical plan offered by W.R. Grace
was too restrictive in both eligi-
bility requirements and coverage.
Instead of using the Grace plan
as a model, the CAG task force
started with a clean sheet' of
paper, Palagi said.
© “What we’re suggesting is a
full-benefit,
plan,” he sdid.
In October, Palagi wrote a let-

‘no-compromise

ter to the administrator of the -

. Grace plan outlining a dozen
changes that had been suggested
by the CAG. They included eas-
ing residency requirements for
eligibility, easing restrictions on
the type of certification required
for a physician to make a diagno-

sis qualifying a person for cov-
ered benefits, covering the cost
of annual screenings and check-
ups for people who are eligible to
apply for the plan but who have
not been diagnosed with a cov-
ered condition, and expanding

- benefits for counseling, . respite

care, home health care and long-
term care,

The response indicated that
few if any changes would be
made to the plan.

“It was pretty much the status
quo,” Palagi said.
A common complaint about -

the Grace plan is its requirement
that a person needs to have dis-
ease in both lungs to qualify.

“Anyone who is determined by
a licensed physician to be afflict~

ed with some kind of asbestos-re-
lated disease should be ehglble
period,” Palagi said.

Another area where the Grace
plan is perceived to be deficient
is in areas of coverage. While the
plan is generous when compared
to typical health plans offered by
employers, it still doesn’t go far
enough in areas such as counsel-
ing and home-based care, Palagi
said.

“The situation requires some-
thing different,” he said. “It re-
quires something more com-
plete.”

The lack of a guaranteed

“

source of funding for the Grace
plan has also been a source of
worry locally.

“The Grace plan has-made no’
commitment of a reserve or a
way that the plan would go on
other than that the company says
it chooses to fund it,” Palagi said.

A community medical trust has
been proposed as a source of
funding for the plan drawn up by
the CAG task force, The fund
would have to be large enough to
generate enough interest to cover
expenses, Palagi said.

The absence of local control is
another area where the Grace
plan is seen as lacking. A com-
munity medical trust would be.
governed by a local board.

The difficulty of predicting the
cost of the proposed plan stems
in part from the fact that relative-
ly little is known about asbestos-
related diseases and in part from
the fact that the number of affect-
ed people is still not known,
Palagi said. A planned formal in-
vestigation by the county com-
missioners may help, as will the
eventual release of statistics from
health screenings conducted last
summer and fall by the Agency
for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry.

“Every piece of information
we get helps improve our guess,”
Palagi said.
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'CAG eyes $8 mllhon

The Citizen Advisory Group is
looking at Libby’s $8 million fed-
eral grant for economic -develop-
ment as a funding source to begin
cleaning '~ vermiculite insulation
out of homes and businesses.

The group tried to pass a mo-
tion Thursday night to file an ap-
plication for the money but decid-
ed to wait until the Feb. 8 meeting
when missing board members re-
turned.

The interest on the $8 million
could be used to clean up a few
houses each year, said Lerah
Parker.

Libby City councnlman George
Bauer said the annual interest was
calculated to amount to about
$600,000,

“We don’t need an opera house
or an Olympic pool near as much
as cleaning up our houses,” said
local businessman Mike Powers,
who recently discovered through
the health screenings that he had a
lung abnormality.

Presently, the Libby Area De-
velopment Corporation is consid-
ering proposals for funding eco-
nomic development projects.

Bauer said CAG initially voted

N 3, 0}

for cleanup

against applying for the funds
from the economic development
money. But the vote was close.

The $8 million is for economic
development and another $3.5
million for St. John’s Lutheran
Hospital is .to meet expanded
health care needs of the commu-
nity.

Burns’ news release announc-
ing the Senate' approval of the
funding for Libby said, the $8
million would go to the city for
“other asbestos-related health, en-
vironmental and economic
needs.”
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Residents urgeé
'vermiculite witho

While members of the Citizens
asked to have
_vermiculite’ insulation remove
i and business,
" they received warnings from fel-
low members, ared residents an
state and federal officials to leave
the material in place for now.
“I'm right there with
else, 1'd like 10 see it out of there,”
said County Sanitarian Ron An-
derson during 2 Al meeting
Thursday night. “But we need 10
know if it’s really 2 prob\em.”
The Environmental Protection
tested about 162
other buildings in the
Libby area and is trying 10 analyze
e same time they are
developing 2 risk agsessment pro-
cedure: '
Lerah Parker walked 10 the
front of the meeting wearing 2
white contaminat'\on suit, bright
a respi-

_ than the safe

NQQDS

«In order to £9 into your home
and clean up this insulation, this is
what you need to wear ”
said. “Don’t think you can go into
your house and clean everything
out without the proper gear.”

And training. She listed the var-
jous classes required before 2 per-
son 1s licensed to remove as-
bestos. .

parker and her husband Mel
were the owners of Raintree Nurs-
ery, the site of the W.R
Grace sorting plant near the for-
mer vermiculite mine.

The couple worked outside in
the nursery and tracked the as
bestos dust into their home from
outside. She said the worst dis-
persement came

in the drier after laundry was doneé
and was regularly spewed into the
air when the drier ran. :
Their home was 10 times higher
limit, Parker said.

Fan 31, ol

d to not remove |
ut professional help

The asbestos dust spread easily
throughout the house, unknown to
the couple until the EPA began
testing.

«ywe don’t want to wing around
Libby in this suit and
doing a job we're not
for,” Parker said. “We need help.

" We need trucks, we need peoples

»
.

we need help
John Podolinsky from the Air
and Waste management Bureau
for the Montana Departm!
Environmemal Quality, discour-
aged homeowner cleanup of the
yermiculite insulation. .

He expressed concemns that do-

dangerous for everyone-

Strict staté laws govern asbestos

removal and air quality, he said.
There are T- contractors

statewide that do asbestos abate-

ment. :
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has nothing -
to do with
the severity
or whether
or not
there are
‘mgoam_:_om
on their
X-rays.99

Dan Strausbaugh
- ATSDR spoke man

WastTersd News
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By RAY STOUT
Western News Reporter
Letters informing people of the
results of their health screening for
asbestos exposure have been

delayed, according to a local repre- :

sentative of the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry.

The letter notifies individuals
that either his or her lungs are in
good condition or could be
impaired by asbestos from the now
closed vermiculite mine.

Some letters haven’t reached
people yet because one of the spe- -

s  cialist readers r»m been on sabbati- .

< ¢al, said Dan mﬁﬁgcmr. the -

r—cs‘-c»uoa contact for ATSDR. It
doesn’t mean people are in bad
health, Strausbaugh said.

“The delay has nothing to do

with the severity (of any problems) -

or whether or not there are abnor-
malities on théir X-rays,”
Strausbaugh said. “It’s completely

independent of the medical status

of the X-rays.”
"‘ATSDR conducted m.on screen-
ings last year for eligible vnov_o in

 Libby and Elko, Nev., where min-

ing families moved in mawno_. of
mining jobs after the mine.closed

in 1990. Altogether m ,200 _Xov_o
io_.n screened.,
>m_8m~8. an invisible, micro-

- scopic fiber, has been known to

cause asbestosis, mesothelioma or
lung cancers if inhaled.

The screening consisted of a per-
sonal interview, breathing test and
three chest X-rays. The program in
Libby lasted from July $ through

* early November. In Elko prople

were screened for-about a week in
October.:

Everyone was supposed to get
letters about three months after
testing. But some peaple tested in

T T —

Before No. 3, the path followed
by the X-rays is from ATSDR’s
- ‘contractor — the National Opinion

leave, Strausbaugh said.

Letters

_ Continued from Page 1

Research Center — to No. 1, back to

" “The delays are because of pro-

* cedural problems that we think
‘we’ve straightened out and have
He said 738 letters were sent last
week to physicians ahd will be sent

NORGC, to No. 2, to NORC again,
- nothing to do with abnormalities on

"- and then on to 3, Strausbaugh said.
to the patients Thursday and
Friday, Strausbaugh said. Another
850 letters will be mailed Feb. 6-8,

-an X-ray,” he said. “We’re getting
- he said.

caught up.” .
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. uc_w still haven’t received letters,

said Strausbaugh, though he didn’t
know how many people were still
waiting, - :

The bottleneck was with En B-
readers, he said. Those are devices
that interpret the X-rays, and
they’re operated by specialists at -
universities around the country.

The program is using three B-

. readers — three people ~ to look at

the 6,200 X-rays. Many of the pho-
tos had piled up on Reader No. u 8

+_desk while he was on sabbatical -

See bo»»o-d onPage 5.
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Poor Quality Source
Document

The following document images
have been scanned from the best

available source copy.

To view the actual hard copy, contact the
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Rolhng up our sleeves

. Libby is at it’s best when we ro}l up our sleeves and
. tackle a job. ]
On Wednesday mght, there was a call-to-arms for the |
community {o collectively roll up its sleeves and help
1dent1fy unresolved problems 1ssues and needs’ related

Once again, umty is needed.

The county commissioners are leadlng the effort, with ]
considerable dependence on ‘the Community Advrsory
Group. But all hands are needed. -

Quite a few people at the meeting expressed a desrre :
to remove vermiculite from the living areas of the com- |

'munity — from our buildings, soils, playgrounds and |
~work areas.
~ Concern exists that all the money in the world and a]l |
“the health care in the world won’t be enough for the

" Libby commumty until the local.population is protected '
¥ from any exposure to- asbestos-tamted verm1cullte

That’s a tall order.

. :For the time being, oﬁlctals are wammg people to

have patience while the Environmental Protection -

Agency: continues testing and investigating whether or

not vermiculite insulation poses a problem. ' :

Up to now, the asbestos ‘abatement industry, the people 7
who remove asbestos products, has contended that as
long as the material is- encapsulated or sealed — so we
can not have contact with it — it is safer than removmg
it.t.

" The concern centers mamly around homes with vermi-
21 culite insulation in the walls and ceilings, the homes in
- | which the presence of the material has to be declared
when the real estate is sold, the presence of which i is re-
ducing the valuie of real estate. .
People need to show. some patrence We are not alone.
with this problem. The Minneapolis Star-Tribune report-
" ed that state government — Minnesota — has responded

aggressively to information that the Libby vermiculite is
the cause of deaths for 21 former W.R. Grace plant
workers and three people who lived nearby. In that city,
the EPA has already surveyed 400 homes near the plant
site and will remove asbestos-laden soil from another 25
homes this spring.

The Minnesota health department is workmg on re-

| ceiving a grant to survey about 2,700 homes in the area
and about 6,000 currént and former residents beginning
in April. S

‘Based on what we’ve seen here in Lrbby, it’s not un-
reasonable to expeéct that in the next two years Min-
neapolis could see'similar numbers of i impact to.human
health that we are stamng to see. That creates pressure
for health, economic and political action on a broader
level.
~ My.point bemg what to do with homes and buildings

' insulated with asbestos-tainted vermiculite is asnational
problem as is the question of how far does cleanup go.

- Here in Libby, we need to roll up our sleeves and do
what we do best: work together to solve 4 problem.
There are limits to what we can-do without some out-

- side help but first we need to 1dent1fy what it is we want
to do.

- Answers to those nagging questrons we’ve had about
our homes for nearly a year will come faster if the EPA
investigators are given space’ and support with less ha-
rassment.

The commissioners will be deciding how this “mves-
tigative effort” proceeds. It will start with a proclama-
tion and it could end with a lawsuit or ‘the threat of a
suit.

Before we get that far, has anybody approached W.R.
Grace and asked what kind of additional help can we
get with cleanups, vermiculite removal from homes or.
even medical trusts?

i, Just a thought. — Roger Morrzs
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County hearing on asbestos issues

Lincoin County Commissioner Rita Windom looks vn as Reb Orr of Libby, a former W.R. Grace empioyee recently diag-
nosed with usbestosis, made a plea Wednesday night to clean up all the vermiculite in Libby for the sake of his children and

their children.

County to begin investigation

By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

The Lincoln County
Comumisstoners unvetled plans at a
public hearing Wednesday night for a
tormal investigation that could lay the
groundwork for legal action aginnst
W.R. Grace.

A formal investigation is a rare
action for a county commission or
state legislature to take, said attorney
Mike Donovan, who specializes in
representing state and local govern-
ments in public health issues.

“Any legislative body, when it
does that, has an awesonmie amount of
authurity,” Donovan said.

A formal investipation would pinve
the commissioners sabpocia authon
1y fot gathering infornution,
Donevvan sald. Witnesses could be
vatied, swom and compelled (o tostily

during public proceedings.

Donovan lives in Helena and
works for a California-based law
firm. He siid he is not being paid but
has offered himself to the county as
an information source.

While a lawsuil against Grace has
been sugpested as a possible source
ol funding tor a community medical
trust for people with asbestos-related
diseases, Commissioner Rita
Windom said Wednesday it’s prema-
ture to discuss legal action.

*“What we’re talking about is an
investigation ~ a formal investiga-
tion,"” she said. “We're looking to
tind the facts.” '

Fhe community has been hurt by
3“~|‘("v|”\~ contanimation il-‘i\‘(“'““(’('
with Grace's Jormer vermivolite mine
and s m need ot rehiet, Windom said.
County povernment i vommified o

taking action to help, but needs input
on what it should do, she said.

Many in the crowd of about 100
people gathered at the Ponderosa
Room at Libby City Hall expressed
support for the county s plan to con-
duct an investigation. Several spoke
out on the need tor funding for com-
munity health care and for money to
help clean up asbestos contamination
on private property.

Asbestos victims-advocate Gayla
Benefield said her only concern is
that the county not take action that
would compromise the rights of peo-
ple to bring their own lawsuits
against Gigwee

*We wiant 1o see those nights pro-
tected,” she sad

Cleamug up all asbestos contami-

sce Public meeting on Page 6
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ParT 2 CowT
Public meeting

Continued from Page 1
nation in the community should be
a priority, Rob Orr said.

Orr suffers from asbestosis and
said he would gladly give his life to
ensure that his children would grow
up without exposure to asbestos.
The community can’t rely on W.R.
Grace to bail it out, he said.

“The cold hard facts are, we’'ve

got to clean it up or it’s not going,

to get cleaned up,” he said.

Assistance is needed in removing

asbestos-containing vermiculite
" insulation from area homes, Orr
said.

“If you come to Libby to buy a
home, what’s the first question
you’'re going to ask?” Orr said.
“What kind of insulation is in it?”

. The county has established a vol-

untary registry for homes and busi-
nesses containing vermiculite insu-
lation, About 160 have been regis-
tered so far, county sanitarian Ron
Anderson said.

“People who are interested in
moving to Libby are going to want
to know if there’s an asbestos pres-
ence here,” Anderson said.

A subcommlttee of Libby’s

- e SR e
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Attorney Mike Donovan, who spe-

cializes in representing state and -

local governments in public health
issues, is advising the commission-
ers,

Community Advisory Group for
asbestos issues is working on an
alternative to a free medical plan
offered by W.R. Grace to people
with asbestos-related diseases.

About 90 people have signed up for
the Grace plan, which has been crit-
icized on the grounds that it doesn’t
adequately meet long-term health-
care needs and that it’s eligibility
criteria are too restrictive.

A medical trust has been pro- .
posed as a source of funding for the
alternative health plan. It has been
estimated that $500 million could
be needed over the next 30 to 40
years, said Rick Palagi, chief exec-

‘utive officer of St. John’s Lutheran

Hospital.

“That’s a lot of money, espe-
cially when you realize my hospi-
tal operates on a budget of around
$10 million per year,” he said.

W.R. Grace should be the pri-
mary source of funding for a
medical trust, Palagi said.

According to county health
officer Dr. Brad Black, 184 peo-
ple in the community have-been
confirmed to be suffering from
asbestos-related diseases as a
result of recent health screenings.
The majority of those are new
cases in addition to the close to
300 people who had previously
been diagnosed, Black said.

Of the 184, 128 did not work
for W.R. Grace or have immedi-
ate family members who worked
for Grace. At that rate, Libby

could end up with 300 to 400

cases of asbestos-related disease
from non-occupational exposure
by the time the screening and fol-
lowup program is finished, Black

‘said.

The county needs to address a
variety of issues, including

healthcare, asbestos removal and:

economic impacts associated with

negative publicity about asbestos .

contamination, Windom said.
There isn’t time to take them. one
at a time, she said.

- “We need to be workmg dili-

gently to see that all of these '
issues are addressed simultane-

ously,” she said.

The commissioners plan to
draft a resolution to establish a
direction for their investigation.

The draft resolution will be pub-

lished and comments will be
taken before official action is
taken, probably at the commis-
sioners’ Jan. 31 meeting, Windom
said.-

e e e e s e
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" Ashestos Megation
Crismore bill
seeks judge

to hear cases

By ROGER MORRIS
Western News Publisher
The state Legislature will be considering a bill to
add a second district court judge in Lincoln County
to hear a backlog of asbestos-related civil suits filed
against W.R. Grace,

The bill is proposed by State Sen. Bill Crismore - .

of Libby and supported by Republican legislative
leaders. ‘

The temporary judge would hear only the civil
suits filed against Grace. About 80 suits are pend-
ing in district court and the number could grow sig-
nificantly as more Libby area residents are identi-

fied through public health screenings as having an

asbestos-related disease.

About 2-3 cases are being heard a year.

“This judge would do nothing but the asbestos
cases and would probably, most of the time, be in
Missoula,” Crismore said. “That could change
depending on where a court room was available.”

Crismore said he has the support of judges and
attorneys on both sides of the issue. And
Republican leaders of the state house and senate
have indicated support for the proposed bill.

“So it has the support of both sides plus'the sup-
port of the judicial system from our district court
on up,” the senator said.

*“] made a commitment about four months ago
that 1 was going to work on this and I’ve had
tremendous help and support,” Crismore said. “The
bill would set precedent in helping compensate vic-
tims of an environmental error.”

Crismore still faces the hurdie of finding funding
for the proposal. It is estimated to costs $500,000
for the first two years.

“That’s the real challenge,” Crismore continued.
“Passing the bill isn’t a challenge, it’s finding the
funding.”

The Libby legislator is pursuing several different
options and has talked with U.S. Senator Max
Baucus and U.S. Sen. Conrad Burns about finding
federal grants. Crismore is also going to dicuss
options with the Environmental Protection Agency,
who has been conducting cleanups and investiga-
tions in the Libby area for the past year.

Another option may be a piece of the tobacco
settlement money, Crismore said. He noted that a
high percentage of the asbestos victims were smok-
ers and medical reports have shown that smoking
significantly increases the likelihood of developing
an asbestos-related disease.

“There are a lot of options out there,” Crismore
said. .

He said State Rep. Aubyn Cuntiss has signed on

See Second judge on Page 6
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Continued from Page 1

to the bill and is willing to carry it
in the house. Libby Rep. Eileen
Carney has also said she will sup-
port the bill.

The proposal had not been des-
ignated a senate bill number as of
Thursday morning but is identified
as LC-0875.01 )

More than 120 individualcases
have been filed against Grace in
district court in Libby. While other
cases, including class action suits,
have been filed across the country.




u Ke - about Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

o, ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers

T

Al No, not necessarily. It is possible that you will be informed of an abnormality on

Q I participated in the medical testing program. If I did not get a
telephone call shortly following my medical testing informing me of
.any abnormalities, does that mean that my tests were completely
normal?

your chest x-ray or lung function tests in the letter ATSDR will send you. Some
test participants were notified of an abnormality by telephone immediately
following their examination. These calls were made when the abnormality was
found to require an immediate evaluation by a physician. Abnormalities which
did not require immediate medical attention, or were identified by physicians in
later reviews will be reported to participants by mail. The letters notifying
participants of their test results are being sent as the reviews of the x-rays are
completed by all reviewing physicians.
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' EDC Sursues
“brownfields”
EPA funding

BY BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

The Lincoln County Economic Development
Council is seeking a $200,000 grant from the
Environmental Protection Agency aimed at the rede-
velopment of contaminated sites.

The grant is part of EPA’s “brownfields” program.
A brownfield is a site that has actual or perceived cont-
amination and an active potential for redevelopment or
reuse.

The EDC plans to use nearly half of the $200,000 to
identify and assess brownfields in the Libby-Troy area
and make recommendations for redevelopment.

Another portion of the money would be used to study

the economic impact of recent negative publicity about
.asbestos contamination associated with the former
W.R. Grace vermiculite mine.

The EDC’s grant application budgets $96,000 for
environmental assessment, $45,000 for economic
assessment, $19,000 for community outreach and
$40,000 for project management.

The assessment of possibly contaminated sites
would not focus on former Grace properties but would
look at other locations such as mill, railroad and land-
fill sites. The former Champion mill complex next to
Libby City Hall and the former Troy municipal landfill
site have been identified as likely candidates for suc-
cessful cleanup and reuse.

The information gathered would help identify sites .
that could be used by businesses looking to relocate to
southern Lincoln County. According to information in
the grant application, the assessment would assist in

.- the recruitment of two businesses currently considering
a move to Libby or Troy and six to 10 businesses
expected to be recruited with the help of incentives
offered by the Libby Area Development Co.

“With the recent aggressive economic promotion of
Lincoln County, numerous compames have expressed
an interest in researching opportunities in this area,”
the EDC notes in the grant application. “However, the.
availability and effective identification of suitable iand
has complicated effective economic promotion.
Consequently, there is an unmistakable need to

See EPA grant on Page 5
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- Continued from Page 1
~ determine which sites are usable or
acan be remediated for develop-
* ment. With the mstory of environ-
mental contamination in this area,
- the risks are considerable for com-
panm looking to deyelop land.”.-

i Ject-wontdeberto- stady, economic.
impacts: from negative: pubhcnty
« about asbestos contamination in the
. = Libby area. An economic develop-
* ment consulting firm would be

. -rucontracted to research the issue.
" The $19,000 budgeted for com-
munity outreach would be used to
= provide information.to the commu-

mty and gather public input.

-
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ty response to these

Id lay the groundwork for
a lawsuit against Grace, Windom

said. A successful suit could pro-
vide funding for a public health

trust,

® The possible options for fund-

ing any coun
Enacting an ordinance addressing

asbestos contamination from the

former W.R. Grace vermiculi
see Public hearing on Page 5

A subcommittee of the Libby
Community Advisory Group is
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issues.
mine cou
working on a health plan aimed at

t on suing

from the public and what we actual-
ly hear from the lawyers at this

meeting,” she sa

i

® The option for the county gov-
ted by asbestos.

® The impacts of asbestos to the
ernmerit to take no action.

Topics to be discussed include
county.

@ The possible enactment of a
county health ordinance addressing
the abatement of hazardous sub-
stances. .

® The potential creation and
funding of a public trust to provide:
health care for county residents
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Public hearing se

Lincoln County Comm:
will hold a public hearing at 7 p.m.
“A lot depends on what we hear,

Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the

. The county has
attorneys experienced in public

Ponderosa Room at Libby City Hall
options have taken place but more
information will be available
Wednesday evening, Comm

Rita Wind

W.R. Grace that could be used to
-set up a public health care trust.
health issues to the hearing. Some

to discuss a possible I

prel

.
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To the Editor

Commumty faces opportunlty to stand and be heard on asbesto 1ssues;

- To the Editor:
. As I write this letter, my hand

- shakes and my heart races. Am [ re-
ally going to confess publicly about
the disease I contracted when | was
an adventurous young teenager run-
ning around the: playmg fields and
- attending school in Libby?

That was almost 50 years ago,
long before “safe sex™ was popular.
1 understand many of my childbood
friends and classmates are now
learning they also have this disease.

- Some already have died, far too
young. -
I am told by medical profession-
als that nothing can be done. Some
procedures will extend longevity,
but not the quality of my life, and
. the disease is terminal. It will even-
tually kill me unless somethingelse
does first. Penicillin, antibiotics,
DNA studies and computer models
— nothing can reverse this killer.
Nothing at all.

I am speaking of asbestosis, |
have it, and as we know, many of
you in Lincoln County have it. -
Now, some people have told me to
just accept it, and honestly, I have
found that very few really care ex-
cept those who have the disease.
Oh, our U.S. Senators brought in
. money to help the economic situa-
tion caused by the resulting negative
publicity, but the money is nothing
more than “chump change” com-
pared with what we have lost in

property values.

And now our 30- and 35-year-old
citizens are being told that they too
have this dreaded disease, brought
home perhaps by their fathers.
Imagine, their very own fathers sub-
jecting their children to a disease
that can eventually kill.

Bulletin — this just in: Asbestos-
related disease is not a venereal dis-
ease. It is not somethmg to be
ashamed of,

Until just recently, none of us re-
alized just how deadly this terrible
disease is, or how many of our
friends and neighbors have been ex-
posed to tremolite. At one time as-

; bestos1s was th_ought by some as.an,

have suffered. No one thought that.
if you had never worked at the W.R.
Grace mine you would be at risk of
acquiring asbestosis — at least it.
never occurred to me that I was at -
risk. And, of course, no one at W.R.
Grace said a word about it. -

But surely no American company
would knowingly expose so many
people 10 a killer disease for the
sake of its company’s bottom line.
Surely not. And surely, when a
company became aware that the ma-
terial it was mining and processing
could lead to lung, hearl or organ
disease it would tell its faithful,
trusting employees to protect them-
selves and their families. Surely any

O E sTERN
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large American business would
show a human side and warn of
such a danger. But as we have seen,
in the case of W.R. Grace, I'm
afraid no such human side was
shown to us.

I’'m mad as hell and I won't take
it any longer. To hell with, “You’ve
got to leamn how to deal with it,” .
and “Take some stress management
programs, sit back and let the gov-
ernment take care of it. The county

-commissioners are involved now.”

-No. No. No! I want to write to -

- every media outlet in America, and

probably will. T want to shout, -
“Don’t let ‘em snow you. Wake up!

. Get up and fight, if not for yourself,
‘then for-the‘asbestos victims who
2T v sutely are coming behind gs.”

My only. “sin” in contracting this
disease was being born in Libby and
loving this beautiful place. That is
why I returned to Libby after 20
years of military service - to be near
my family and friends, and these
mountains and our clear running
streams that tell me every day that I
am alive and that I want to continue
to live and watch the snow come
and go, and the streams fill, and the
summers come and go, and all the
seasons change. -

Now, we as a community have
one opportunity to stand and be

- heard. A California law firm is here

to see about representing Lincoln
County in a suit to force W.R.

TAN 1T, Q00|

Grace to finance a halth clinic. - i

Open meetings to dcide on a dlrec- o
tion are scheduled. have heard the **
figure of $50 milliorto fund the (
project. These dolla: might last five |
or ten years, but aft¢ that, the vic-. -
tims who come beliid us will onge,,,,
again have to try toaise funding. - -
W.R. Grace will jobably be an-;:
cient history by therand old news,
which we all know | no news at all.
And yet asbestosis vll continue to
be a health problemiere for perhaps °
another 50 years. Azr the attorneys |

. fees are deducted frm the settle= " '~

ment or judgment, $0 million does |
not seem to me to bsufficient
funding for both thextent and seri-

-ousness of our locahealth problems
. and the outrageous sconcemn WR.. -«

Grace has shown fohuman tife.

We have an oppcunity to be
heard. One more chace to influence
our elected officialso fight a more
meaningful ﬁght fous. There is a
county commissions meeting
scheduled for Jan. 1 and Jan. 31
This meeting just nght be our final
opportunity to makea statement in
the defense of thosamong us who
are innocent victimof a terminal -
disease, and against bottom-line "
policy by a major Anerican corpo<" '
ration. We need to ¢ at this meet-
ing. After all, who il help us ifwe.
are not even interesd in helping :
ourselves?

]

Jim Racicot

W.R. Grace’s answer to community’s healthcare requests prety clear

To the Editor:

By 1935, it was known that as-
bestos caused lung disease. By 1956,
the State of Montanz knew that the
mine in Libby had a serious asbestos
problem. The State of Montana’s oc-
cupational health agency asked that
efforts be made 10 reduce the hazard
1o the workers. These requests con-
tinued for many years that followed.
Steps were taken to reduce the as-
bestos levels in the workplace, obvi-’
ously those steps were highly inade- .
quate.

It is hard to believe that a state
health official could go to that
mine‘mill site and not see the plume
of dust coming out of the dry mill. It
is also hard to believe that it never
occurred 1o these health officials that
maybe this asbestos dust might be
going to the entire populanon in the
area. Hundreds of tons of asbestos
dust were spewing from that moun-
tain each vear and the staze had, evi-
dently, no concem for the surround-
ing populations.

Evidently, at scme poirz U feder-
al government carme o0 T realiza-
tion that asbestos s deadiy woxK.
OSHA began lowenng e Permissi-
ble Exposure Level {PEL; = the oc-
cupational setting, {exposire kevels
allowed over an &hour work day).

In occupational secticgs, opocal
microscopes are used 30 &0 Sber
counts, with the stze lxmit bemyg
longer than § microes @ Sength, and
measured per cubic certimeter of air
(fibers/cc). For comparsce, the hypi-
cal sugar cube woukd measure »ust
over 3 cubic centimesens 13} In
1971, OSHA set an occupataxal
Permissible Exposure Lewed of 120
fibers/cc. In 1972, this level was re-
duced 10 5.0 Sbersoc. By 1976, the
Permissible Exposure Level was re-
duced to 2 fibers oc. In 1986, s oc-
cupational Permissitie Exposare

Level was reduced to 0.2 fibers/cc.
Today's Permissible Exposure Level
in an occupational setting is set by
OSHA at 0.1 fibers/cc.

" In December 1975, during a rainy
period, W R_ Grace sampled the air
in downtown Libby, resulting in
fiber counts ranging as high as 1.5
fibers/cc. This means that the people

" who lived in Libby at that time in

1975, were exposed to 15 times the
level of asbestos air pollution cur-
rently allowed by OSHA in the occu-
pational setting. The resident, ex-
posed to this level of air pollution,
would have inhaled over 20 million

toxic asbestos fibers in a 24-hour pe- -

riod.
In 1980, Midwest Research Insti-'
tute, commissioned by the Environ-

- mental Protection Agency (EPA),

came up with an optical count of .5
fibers/cc, outside Libby, during a
time in October when it had been
raining. This October 1980 count
was after the new wet mill was in
operation, which came on line in the
mid 1970’s. While data is limited, it

" is safe to say that these were not iso-

lated instances and that during dry
weather times and periods of inver-

. sions over Libby, asbestos fiber

counts could have been much higher.
W.R. Grace ceased operations in
1990. This would highly suggest that
EPA as well as the State of Montana,
not to mention W.R. Grace, had no
concern for the safety of the popula-
tions of Lincoln County, Montana.
Maybe the people of Lincoln County
should let government off the hook
“and just say “you guys shouldn’t
have been sleeping on the job.”
W.R. Grace did what industry
does — make a profit and get away
with as much as vou can. This is
why we have government agencies
such as the EPA, Montana Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality, and

Montana Department of Health and
Environmental Sciences, to oversee
industry and to make sure- what hap-

- pened here, doesn’t happen. These

government agencies are entrusted

- by the people, so that we don’t have

to walk around with microscopes,
testing the air we breathe.
Our governments have grossly

-failed us, and what do we get? We

get to live with diseases and death,
and we get to listen to government
say, “don’t come to us for your long-
term health needs.” Does W.R.
Grace really care about our health or
health care? Their contribution in the
form of asbestos has made the an-
swer pretty clear.

We are a population that have
been exposed, without choice, to a

~ toxic substance that will bring us

cancer, disability, suffocation and
death. If government has any dignity
or compassion, the people of Lincoln
County, Montana will be compensat-
ed with the finest, full medical cov-

erage, that is honored, where we may-

choose to seek treatment. We will
also be compensated with the dili-
gent research effort that is needed to
find the answers to curing the dis-
eases that we are faced with. .
We will be provided with recla-
mation efforts that will provide a

clean environment i our future. .
The people will be rovided educa-. -
tional programs thawill teach us

about the toxicity otremolite as- .. -

- bestos and what pa: exposure means

to our health. Educion that mlght
afford us the opporinity to make i m—
formed decisions iregard to our
health care. We wilbe provided
with air quality moitoring on a
weekly basis, whiclwill inform us
of asbestos fiber conts for all SIZe
fibers.

The people of Liby and meolxr-
County have the rigt to know. This
environmental disaer has impacted'
our health, our ecopmy and many--
of us will have bee robbed of our-: -
golden years. We vre givenno -
choice. :

Finally, the peop of Lincoln ,
County are encourzed by the new
faces of the EPA al ATSDR, Paul
Peronard and crewwho have pre- =
sented themselves ‘ith sincerity and
heartfelt concern. Ve feel that if pro-
vided with the megs, these folks

-will do what is rigl for the people .

and our environmet, Our federal
government spenddillions of tax
dollars on smart baibs, in the name
of keeping Americns out of harm’s
way, we too are Aiericans.

‘linton Maynard
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ASK "EPA!! wEney o0

Questions and Answers |
~about Asbestos and EPA’s Investlgatlon

o
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| Q: DP’ve heard that Libby may get an EPA grant for economic
redevelopment. Does EPA do economic development?

A: In mid-January, the City of Libby will submit an application for a Brownfields Assessment
Pilot Grant. This competitive grant process awards $200,000 grants to states, cities and
other political subdivisions, such as universities, to assess “Brownfields” sites for
economic redevelopment potential. The link to EPA is that a significant portion of the

- money is used for environmental assessment. The money can not be used for cleanup nor

for construction.

A Brownfield site is defined as a site or portion of a site, that has actual or perceived ;
contamination and an active potential for redevelopment or reuse. Often these sites are not §
developed or reused because potential developers fear of environmental contamination.

The application proposes that the grant be managed by the Lincoln County Economic
Development Council. Proposed activities include environmentally assessing sites in the
Libby/Troy area for contamination and choosing several sites in the Libby/Troy area for

- contamination and choosing several sites for redevelopment. The proposal also includes a
suggestion by the Community Advisory Group to do an economic impact assessment to
determine what the economic impact of the asbestos crisis has been on the economy of

Libby.

 For more information call:
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150 x241
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Judge rules in favor of mediation

EPA told to neogtiate
with Grace for access

A federal judge in Missoula has
ordered the Environmental Protection
Agency and W.R. Grace to work out their
problems in mediation.

At issue is EPA access to Grace’s for-
mer vermiculite mine property near '
Libby.
© “We have to all come together before
the end of the month or it comes back to
the court,” said local Grace representative
Alan Stringer. :

Grace has sought mediation all along,
Stringer said.
The EPA sued Grace last fall after
- Grace locked the agency out of former
company property now owned by
Kootenai Development Corporation.

" Qrace’s action came it bought a control-

ling interest in KDC.

Attorneys for Grace and the EPA
argued their points in court during a two-
hour hearing on Dec. 20. ’

EPA is seeking access to property
Grace sold to KDC after Grace’s vermi-
culite mine closed in 1990.

KDC owns the mine site itself as well
as property adjacent to and across the

—

river from the former screening plant site
at the mouth of Rainy Creek. After ini-
tially barring EPA from the property
completely, Grace granted access to the
KDC properties for investigative purpos-
es only. . '
Access for the investigation was grant-

- ed only after EPA informed Grace that it

was filing an application for a warrant,
said EPA on-scene coordinator Paul
Peronard.

EPA also seeks to conduct cleanup
operations on the riverfront properties
and to use the mine site to dispose of

See Access ruling on Page 5

“Access ruling ——— —

Continued from Page 1

asbestos-contaminated materials

contakninants that could be in the
materials excavated from the for-

excavated from the former screen-
ing plant location. The aspestos
occurred as a contaminant in the
vermiculite ore. .

Grace has little basis to deny
access for an investigation,
Peronard said. But access standards
for cleanup operations are higher,
and EPA must show that hazardous
materials are present and that they
are a threat to public safety, he said.

According to Stringer, the com-
pany refused access to the mine site

for disposal purposes because of
concerns about asphalt and other -

mer screening facility. )

* With work on hold for the winter,
EPA has stockpiled 50,000 cubic
yards of excavated soil at the
screening plant. The cost ‘of trans-
porting the contaminated soil out of
the area for disposal has been esti-
mated at $4.5 million. )

An EPA contractor is conducting
the cleanup of the former screening
plant. The agency will attempt to
recover costs from Grace after the

cleanup is finished. .

At the former export plant in
Libby, now the site of the city’s

industrial park, a contractor work-
ing for Grace conducted the cleanup
under the order from EPA. Material
removed from the export plant site
has been deposited at the former
mine. o o

¢
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Decision pending on EPA’s mine access suit

A dispute between the Environmental
Protection Agency and W.R. Grace over -
access to its former vermiculite mine prop-
erty near Libby is in the hands of a federal
judge in Missoula.

The EPA sued Grace last fall after Grace
locked the agency out of former company
nroperty now owned by Kootenai

elopment Corporation. Grace’s actions
e after the company bought a control-

ling interest in KDC.

Attomeys for Grace an,d‘the EPA argued
their points in federal court in Missoula on
Dec. 20. The hearmg lasted about two
hours, and the parties are awaiting a ruling
from the judge.

“We figure we’ll get some sort of deci-
sion here shortly, but we haven’t heard
anything from the judge,” said Denver-
based EPA on-scene coordinator Paul

Peronard.

At issue is EPA’s access to property
Grace sold to KDC after Grace’s vermi- -
culite mine closed in 1990.

KDC owns to mine site itself as well as
property adjacent to and across the river
from the former screening plant site at the
mouth of Rainy Creek. After initially bar-
ring EPA from the property completely,
Grace granted access to the KDC properties

for investigative purposes only.

Access for the investigation was granted
only after EPA informed Grace that it was
filing an application for a warrant,
Peronard said.

EPA also seeks to conduct cleanup oper-
ations on the riverfront properties and to
use the mine site to dispose of asbestos-

See EPA on Page 8

EPA

Continued from Page 1.
contaminated materials excavated
from the former screening plant loca-
tion, The asbestos occurred as a cont-
aminant in the vermiculite ore.
“Grace has little basis to deny access
an investigation, Peronard said.
access standards for cleanup oper-
ations are higher, and EPA must show
that hazardous materials are present

- el ssre e T

and that they are a threat to public
safety, he said.

The mattér will likely be resolved
in court, Peronard said.’

According to a spokesman for
Grace, the company has refused ac-
cess to the mine site for disposal pur-
poses because of concerns about as-
phalt and other contaminants that
could be in the materials excavated

’ ﬁﬁm'the former screening facility.

With work on hold for the winter,
EPA has stockpiled 50,000 cubic
yards of excavated soil at the screen-
ing plant. The cost of transporting the
contaminated soil out of the area for
disposal has been estimated at $4.5
million,

An EPA contractor is conductmg
the cleanup of the former screening

plant. The agency will attempt to re-
cover costs from Grace after the
cleanup is finished.

At the former export plant in Libby,
now the site of the city’s industrial
park, a contractor working fot Grace
is conducting the cleanup under the
scope of an order from EPA. Material
removed from the export plant site has
been deposited at the former mine.



Ceunty
schedules

hearings
Meetings scheduled
on Grace suit, clinic

The Lincoln County Commissioners are
planning two public hearings later this
month to discuss a possible lawsuit against
W.R. Grace and a proposal to apply for a
federally-funded clinic to provide low-cost
community health care.

The county had initially planned to com-
bine both hearings on Jan. 17, but an
increase in the number of people expected
-to participate in
the clinic discus-
sion led to a sec-
ond hearing being
scheduled.

The meeting on
the possible law-

GLlncoln
County is
looking

suit is planned for at an
7 p-m. d
Wc@ncsday, Jan. ordinance
17, tn the that would
Ponderosa Room
at Libby City -declare
Hall. .

The meeting on tremolite
the health clinic y . :
will be held at 7 asll))elstos a
p.m. Wednesday, ic
Jan. 31, also in the pu.
Ponderosa Room. nuisance.99

Plans for a pub- Rita Windom,
lic meeting on a Commissioner
possible lawsuil  crscsssmeormEERRRS
against Grace were developed afler the
county commissioners and county attorney
met with attorneys last month to discuss
legal strategies for funding a medical trust
to fund health care for area residents with
asbestos-related diseases. A lawsuit against
W.R. Grace, which owned the mine that
produced asbestos-tainted vermiculite, is a
possibility.

“Lincoln County is looking at an ordi-
nance that would declare tremolite asbestos
a public nuisance, and the manufacturers of
products containing tremolite asbestos
could be held accountable for remediation .
of physical consequences,” Commissioner
Rita Windom said.

A subcommittee of the Libby
Community Advisory Group is working on
a health plan aimed at remedying per-
ceived deficiencies in a free plan offered
by W.R. Grace, but a source of money for
the trust has not been secured.

See County hearings on Page 8
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2-The Western News, Libby, MT., Friday, January 5, 2001

~ Getting Involved

If January 2001 is an indication of the year to come,
brace yourself.

Based on the important meetings scheduled during the
next few weeks, civic involvement could become an oc-
cupation for many people. The important thing is for
people, lots of people, to become involved.

Here’s a rundown of what’s coming:

On Monday, Jan. 8, the Libby Board of adjustments
Adjustments will be once again looking at a variance for
a zoning change to allow Kootenai Paving to locate an
asphalt plant on property near city hall owned by Mayor -
Tony Berget and his family. That meeting is at city hall
at 7 p.m. o -

On Saturday, Jan. 13, the Fish, Wildlife and Parks will
be taking public comments on proposed hunting regula-
tions for the 2001-2002 hunting seasons. The big change
proposed is a return of whitetail doe hunting to most
districts in the northwest part of the state. That meeting
is at the West Coast Hotel, formerly Cavanaugh’s, in -
Kalispell at 10 a.m. - .

On Jan. 17, Lincoln County Commissioners will hold
a public meeting at 7 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room to
discuss suing W.R. Grace to help establish a community

‘medical trust. I’ve been throwing around the figures $50
million as needed to start the trust. I’'m told it’s.more
like $500 million. : .

The Libby Area Development Corporation meets Jan.
29 at 7 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room to begin reviewing
proposals for funding projects and programs in the . -
Libby-Troy area. LADC is making recommendations to
pass along to the city council on how to best use the
$8.5 million in economic development money we re-
ceived from the federal government. :

The county commissioners have another public meet-
ing scheduled Jan. 31 to discuss applying for a federal-
ly-funded clinic to provide low-cost community health
care. There’s several scenarios how this could work in
conjunction with St. John’s Lutheran Hospital or sepa-
rately. The idea surfaced from the Citizens Advisory
Group meetings dealing with asbestos-related matters. A
survey indicates community residents are medically un-
derserved because of the lack of health insurance and
other economic conditions. L

In addition to the meetings, there is a Jan. 16 deadline
for people or groups with standing to file a final protest
on the Interior Columbia Basin Ecological Management

, Piaa There is 2 Jan 22. deadline to comment on the

L Aeros abowt a proposed land exchange between

. TR Ue and e USFS Fores: Senvice deal-

mg st syemer paomg S0 Dzae the (3270 boarder

Pral SO ol L v 4

w2 smoL ol T nzaning a federal court decision on the

* P 5. zzainst Grace seeking access to the former

.02 site so federal agency contractors can complete the
- cleanup of the companies company’s former screening

plant at the mouth of Rainy Creek. ‘

Then, too, we have a new Legislature meeting with a
new governor in office and we have a new president
coming to office with an evenly divided congress al-
ready-in place. ’
~ There are also a myriad of community meetings going
on dealing with festivals, cultural centers, swimming

pools, museums, and much more.
* If nothing else, it could be interesting. I strongly sug-

gest people get involved or forever hold their tongue.. —
Roger Morris '
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Questions and Answers
”’t s - about Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q: Is ATSDR’s mortality study related to the medical screening?

A: No. The Medical Screenmg and the Mortality Study are two different things.

The Medical Screening was de51gned to check Libby residents for evidence of lung
disease. Over 6,000 people were screened and ATSDR has begun to send out the
results to those people who participated in the program.

TAN 3, 200]

The Mortality Study is a review of death certificates from 1979 to 1998 to determine
underlying causes of death for residents of the Libby area. The review was conducted
'to compare death rates for residents of the Libby area with those in Montana and in the

United States for selected diseases associated with exposure to asbestos.

The Mortality Study showed that deaths from asbestosis were approximately 40-60
times higher that expected. Deaths from mesothelioma, a rare type of cancer, also-
appeared to be higher than expected. The number of deaths over that time period from
other causes, including lung cancer and digestive cancer, was lower than expected.

For more information, call:

WESTEAN NEWS

Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR Montana Representative at 293-2728 or
Steve Dearwent, Mortality Study Author at 404-639-0669




EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second part
of a Review of the Year 2000 as reported in

the pages of The Western News. The first

part appeared in the Wednesday, Dec. 27,
newspaper. .
The controversial “rally” against govem-
ment policies in the West was quickly for-
“sn during the second half of the year
as Montanan’s worried about increas-
W1y volatile fire conditions in the sur-
rounding forests.
July §

Rick Maedje has withdrawn as the
Republican candidate for county commis-
sioner following a challenge from three
Reform Party candidates on the grounds
that he does not meet residency require-
ments. Maedje said he still believed he was
qualified but taking the matter to court
would result in a long and expensive legal
proceeding.

July 7

Kootenai River flows could remain at
8,000 cubic-feet per second for the remain-
der of the summer, but Lake Koocanusa
will fill no higher than 17 feet below full

=], As of July 5, Koocanusa was 29 feet
g‘ w full pool, and the latest stream fore-

et is callmg for below average flows into
the reservoir.
July 12

Beyond a brief back up at the X-ray
machine, local asbestos health screenings
have gone “great” in its first five days,
according to federal officials. Since begin-
ning on Wednesday, July 5, 133 people
have been examined.

July 14 .

John Brown is the new mayor of Troy,
the third mayor in eight months for the city.
He replaces Rod Johnson, who served as

r
f

The Elk Bath picture taken Aug, 6 in the East Fork of the Bitterroot River on the Sula Fire
Complex in southwest Montana came to be a defining image of the Montana wildfires. The
digital photo was taken by John McColgan of the Bureau of Land Management, Alaska Fire
Service working with the Alaskan Type I Incident Management Team

mayor from 1994-1998 and was appomted
in early December 1999 after Barbara
Anderson resigned. Johnson said he could-
n’t devote the amount of time needed to be
mayor because of a full-time job working at
the Troy Mine.
July 19

The potennal for wildfire is worrying -
officials at the Kootenai National Forest.
Fuels are starting to cure out, said Charlie

Webster, the forest fire management offi-
cer. “It’s changing rapidly out there,”
Webster said. “We’re on the edge now. It’'l
go from green, where it won’t burn, to
brown, where it’ll burn really rapidly.”
July 21

The 24-18 Libby Loggers head to the
American Legion baseball district tourna-
ment this week following a pair of wins at
Bonners Ferry. Outfielder and pitcher Kyle

i3

Volkers finished the regular season with 21
home runs, tying the state record.
July 26
W.R. Grace is batring the Environmental
Protection Agency from the former
Zonolite Mine site and other property
owned by Kootenai Development Corp.
following Grace’s purchase of two-thirds of
KDC’s stock. The company is concerned
with personal injury liability issues and
with EPA’s proposal to return asbestos-
contaminated materials to the mine site,
said local Grace spokesman Alan Stringer.
July 28
The number of Kootenai National Forest

firefighters sent to combat biazes in other

areas has topped out as the local fire danger
remains high. About 100 KNF employees
are currently on fire duty elsewhere in the
country,
Aug, 2

- Sandra Honeychurch, a 22-year teacher
at Libby Public Schools, has replaced
Jackie O’Brien as the new principal of Asa
Wood Elementary. O’Brien had been
approved eatlier this year following the
retirement of Shirley Chase but asked to be
released frem her contract after marrying a
man who has a home in Sandpoint. O’Brien
had most recently been the superintendent
and principal of Trout Creek School.

. Aug. 4
The streak of no fires on the Kootenai

National Forest-ended Tuesday when a
“very small” blaze drew firefighters on the
west side, according to Forest Service’offi-
cials. So far this season, the Kootenai had
been spared the flames other forests are
battling.

See Year in Review on Page 5




. anag

e deluged with" calls from out-of-
work 'loggers ‘and ‘other equip-.

.esnent” opefators, the Forest Ser- -

*1i vice needs ground crews:

.t :

the ﬁres tha} have P
ail, The Austrahans are

. ‘said group “meimber ‘Greg Mair, -
v who is workmg out of the Troy
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Year in Review
Contmued from Page 5
Oct. 27

Construction s planned to
begin next spring on a new senior -
citizens center in Troy with fund- -

ing to come from a $427,693
Community Development Block

Giant. The grant application re- -
ceived the highest ranking of 15 °

proposals submitted to the state.
‘Commerce Department. Of those
15 proposals; the top 10 recelved
t'uqdmg

' Nov. 1

Seventy former Lrbby-area res-
rdents, about one for every 83
tested in Libby, went through the
scl!eemng for asbestos-related dis-

eaces in Elko, _Nev., last . week,

aceordmg to the Libby screening
slte coordinator. The people test-
ectm Elko bring' the total number
of’ people participating in the
Scpeenmg process to 5,912. Ap-.
pqmtments in, bqth areas totaled

.873
N ov. 3

;Nme to 10 percent of the peo-
pif from a small sampling in the
Lipby asbestos medical screening

prpgram have been »r‘eferred for -

funher evaluatlon, accordmg toa

tistics for 429 sets of x-rays ex-
amined for lung abnormalities or
pleural thickening — hardemng
of the wall of the lung.
" Nov. 8

" ance that allowed an asphalt plant

to'set up on former mill property

in city limits was granted improp-

“erly and should be set aside,
Councilman Dan Stephens said at .
a Libby City Council mieeting.’
Stephens said he discovered ‘the .

- variance was not handled correct-

ly aﬁer reviewing city code
Nov. 10
Democratlc candidate - Eileen

Camey edged out Repubhcan .

Don Lewis Tuesddy in a tight
race to determine the Libby
area’s representatrve 'in the state
House of Representatives, Carney:
-picked up l ,495 votes to Lewis’s
1,365. . o
: Nov. 15

The Kootenai Heritage Council
has contracted a .consulting firm
specralrzmg in the plannmg and

federal- health official. The sam-.
pling was based on available sta- -

“

A ‘controversial zoning - vari--

BACES IN THE NEWS

- Mariene Pabmquist * M;n"Bancns,

velopment of . arts facilities 'to'

proposing a $2.4 million renova-

gymnasium into.a 354-seat the-

.‘ceived a $900,000 appropriation

tions.
: Nov. 17
. School dnstuct ﬁnanclal clerk

-office .on Tueésday. She replaced
Bill Olson, who retired in August

years,
Nov. 22 .
<. Libby City Council voted Mon-
day night to rescind a controver-
sial zoning variance that allowed
an asphalt plant within city limits;
- Council voted to send-the issue
back to the Board of Adjustments
after Councilman Dan Stephens
reported that a review of city

conduct a feasibility study of -a -
-] proposal to turn Memorial Gym,
- into a-cultural arts center. KHC i is.

tion that would transform ttie old.

ater-and 6,000-square-foot exhibi-
tion -hall. ' KHC -has already re--.

_from. the federal governmient .as.
“well as nearly $100, 000 in dona--»

and has moved to Washington
state. Olson held the Job for 19.

‘ code mdxcatcd the'-‘ procedure had
‘been ha:ndled unproperly o

.Nov.:29’ :
“The once-charred Green' Mead-

ow. Manor. has been rebuxlt in

time for the- Chnstmas season.
Workers this- week ‘are ‘finishing

. the apartment complex for elderly -
and people': ‘with ;"disabilities.” A.
" grand' réopening-
‘Saturday, Dec. 2

: Dec. 1-
U.S. Sen. Max Baucus pledged

" "this -week to. pressure -federal
",agencres to release statistics from
Mary Brooks recited the .oath of

recent health screenings ‘and

speed up a plan to. mvestrgate

area homes for asbestos contami-
nation; Close .to 7,000 people
were ‘scréened. for ,'poss_ible as-
bestos-related lung diseases:. Ac-

cording to federal health officials, -
preliminary findings indicate that"

around 10 percent of those

screened may be affected. Actual

numbers have not. been released
publlcly Co
Dec. 6

Lincoln County library’ drrectorf

Marlene Palmqulst -has _resrgned_

scheduled for .

ICoker said,

Tlle llncoln counw Ilelnlma
lsn't iust lor women.

293-3223

eﬁ'ectrve Dec. 13, nearly a year

~and a half after arriving in Libby.
.Her: position ‘will: be: filled by re-

tired Libby High School librarian

Al Randall. until a permanent di-

" rector- is- hu‘ed Randall was head

librarian at Libby High -School

-for 28 years ‘and is now school
district grant writer.

Dec. 8 - -
A terrorist bomb blast in Koso-

- vo on the day before Thanksgiv-
“ing missed.-it$ iritended target but

nearly killed Libby’s police chief.

Chief Clay Coker, who went to .
-Kosovo. in September on a one-

year United Nations mission, was
patrolling neat . the Serbian am- "
bassador’s house and was

-knocked flat when the bombing.

occurred. “It was kind of like
getting hit by an invisible car,"v

Dec. 13 .

" Libby Dam: ‘operators ramped
up . releases to full powerhouse-
discharge by Monday moming in
reaction to a ‘level two power

. emergency for the Pacific North~

west. The emergency was called

"as’a result of weather forecastss

calling for. bitter sharply colder -
temperatures from an Arctic front

s moving through the region.

Dec. 15

Linda Beaulieu submitted herh

resignation Tuesday as the execu-
tive director of the Libby Area
Chamber of Commerce. She told
the chamber board of directors

Weather Service. The snow of

- of last Thursday — broke a long’

she would work through Dec 31 ‘

' citing a desire “to pursue other. f
. endeavors” as the reason. fqr re-

sxgnmg o , 1
: Dec. 20
.A recently’ completed study hy .
the federal Agency for. Toxic |
‘Substances and Disease Reglstry
has found the local death rate

" ‘from asbestosis to be 40 to 60

times higher than state. and na-.x
tional averages. 'ATSDR re-
viewed local death certificates for. ..
a" 20-year .period from 1979 to. .
1998 and compared deaths ﬁ-om
various' causes to. state’ and na- |
tional averages to- come.up with
ratios. of observed to expected
‘deaths. -~

‘ Dec. 22 . 3
A “normal” type of winter ts‘ih L
store for southern Lincoln Coun-—y
ty, - according - to". the National

late fall ~ 6. mches since Nov. 9 |
and 3.5 inches on the ground, as

spell of relative dryness Only 3.2
inches of precipitation had been i
measured from May through QOc-
tober, compared to an 80-year:av- :
erage of 7.23. : -
: Dec.27 (-
.Al Randall is hack in’ the Ii |
,brary heading up the Lincoln
County Libraries system. The re-} -
tired Libby High School librarian
was hired Dec. 19 to succeed?}
Marlene Palmquist as. director of
’the county system. .




The year 2000 began with
dire predictions of massive
technological breakdowns,
which failed to evolve. In

year — was dominated by the

asbestos contamination from the

former W.R. Grace vermiculite

mine..

Readers of The Western

*lews got a reprieve from the
_bestos news when a rally to

.P

rotest the Clinton administra-

tion’s agenda for public lands in

the West evolved into an anti-
government rally of sorts near
Libby.
_ Here’s the major stones of
the year from the pages of The
Western News: .
Jan. 5§

A Kalispell man who con-
fessed to bludgeoning an ex-
girlfriend to death in July 1999

.~ near Libby. was sentenced to 40 -

years in prison.-John Haxman,

- 51, said he was in a rage over

" the theft of $10,000 worth of
marijuana when he hit 38-year-

> i

Lincoln County, the news — all

: _;secured

Asbestos dom lnatedl

old Katherine Hardesty on the
head with a handgun.
Jan. 7 .
Mxll owner Jim Hurst'of .

Eureka is hoping to send 10, 000"

shovels to Elko, Nev., residents
angry over Forest Service deci-

sion not to rebuild a washed-out -
_ road along the Jarbidge River.
. Shovels will be collected at . -

Payne Machinery in Libby and

at other locations around west- .

em Montana.
Jan. 12

Lincoln County is prdposiﬁg

a wait-and-see approachto =

. returning Memorial Gym to the
" Libby School District for use;
_a cultural arts center. Count;

Commiissioner Rita Windor -
has suggested a binding buy-sell

agreement that would return the

gym to- the school only if ﬁm‘d»
ing for the pro;ect can be

One of the two Las Vegas o
men whose convictions for the -
1995 murder of Brian Carreiro,

___»durmg a trlp to the Trego area
" were overturned by the -
. Montana Supreme Court has

entered a guilty plea in federal
court. Larry Pizzichiello has

‘pleaded guilty to robbery and

agreed to testify against John

'Lynchin exchange for the dis-

mlssal of additional charges.
S Jam19
oﬁleby resxdents

B¢
«_mVolved in'lawsuits against. "
" W.R. Grace told U.S. Sen.-Max

Baucus Monday to vote against

the Faimness in Asbestos
Compensauon Act but asked the

senator to-support plans for a

'local asbestos clinic. Baucusr

. i'l?oeneﬁeld to meet with people
concerned about asbestos ’

lssues. ]

See Year lll Rev1ew on Page 5

- the rally at the state weigh station néar Troy on April lS. Although ully orga- : ;
nizaers cancelled the protest, people showed up from Bozeman, Missoula and -
. northern Idaho. They held an impromptu rally away from Libby.

P ‘“.-“‘

i*
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. spoken critic of the federal govem-

Continued from Pageé |

the exception of one minor annoy-
ance. “The only issuc | have right
now is, she sheds,” Hultchings said.
Hutchings' pariner is a German
shepherd named Annie who is
trained to sniff ouwl marijuana and
methamphetamine.

_ Jan. 26 '

W. R. Grace has offered to pro-
vide funding for asbestosis health
screening and the needed equipment
at St. John's Lutheran Hospital and
to provide health insurance for local
residents suffering from asbestos-re-

lated ailments. Grace has committed

to donate $250,000 a year for as
long -as necessary to St. John's

Lutheran Hospital to provide: health
screenmg to anyone in Libby who
wants it, and to provide medical-

coverage to anyone in Libby who is

diagnosed with an asbestos-related
r M
Jan. 28

Cajun James of Eureka an out-
V\

ment and a licensed firearms dealei
who once sued the “Freemen” of

. ‘eastern Montana after they gave him

a $1.4 million bad check - has an-

nounced_ his candidacy for Lincoln’

County Commissioner. Radical
changes are needed to help revive

the local resource economy, James
.saxd -

" . Feb.2
Longtlme Libby City Councilman
Ed Baker has resigned his post, cit-
ing personal reasons including
health issues. In a resignation letter
dated Jan. 27, Baker told Mayor

- Tony Berget that his resignation has
nothing to do with the job Berget
. comphcatlons from eye surgery.

has been domg as mayor. .
, - . Feb. 4 .

At a town meeting Wednesday
night at Memorial Gym, officials
from the-federal Environmental Pro-

‘tection Agenicy discussed prelimi-

nary results from a round of indoor
air testing for asbestos and answered

" questions from an audience that in-

cluded Gov. Marc Racicot, U.S.
Sen. Conrad Burns and an aide to
U.S. Rep.
elévated: levels .of - asbestos .at two '
sites. foimetly “owhed: i W.R.

Gmeeandattwoofthe32leby'

area homes tested.

Feb. 9
‘A conservation group is threaten-
ing to sue Sterling Mining Co. for
water pollution at the company’s re-

/. cently acquired Troy Mine. The
| company’s failure to get a pollution-

elimination permit :to operate -the
mothba) :
Water Act, according to Cabinet Re-
source Group of Heton.

Feb. 11
. The city of Troy’s police commit-
tee will be considering a mutual aid

Rick Hill. Samples show

led mine violates the Clean -

agreement with the Lincoln County
) . and two cubs were found dead in

'S;lle'riﬁ’s' Office as financial and
legal protection for the three-man
city police force. Currently-the city

and county have no cooperative

agreement for city officers to either
respond to a crime or accident or

back up a deputy at a scene outside

the city limits,” -
- Feb. 16
Repubhcan congressionial candi-
date Dennis Rehberg discussed is-
sues ranging from asbestos to veter-
ans’ benefits with about 30 beby

tesidents at a Feb. 10 town meeting
at the Libby VFW. hall: Rehberg is
funning for the House seat currently
‘held by Rick Hill. Hill is not seek-

ing a third term because of recurring
‘Feb. 18

- More than $4 million is available .

to begin ‘health’ screenings for thé
beby community,” but the total

costs and final plans for ‘asbestos -

cleanup and healthcare won’t be
known until mid summer, federal
officials testified during a Senate
field hearing Wednesday at Memor-
ial Gym. U.S. Sen. Max Baucus or-

'ehstrated the local - hearmg of the
Senate’“sibcommitteé on Envu'on- o
J%emband‘ Piblic: Works !

EY ST

DT Rely BBtaes L
Four people- have' applled to fill

the Libby City Council seat vacated

by Ed Baker’s resignation last

month. D.C. Orr, Dan Taasevigen,
Stuart Crismore. and -Etta Doubek-
have submitted letters of .interest.

Council will continue accepting ap-
plicants through the end of Febru-

Feb. 25
- For the first time .in 21 .winters,

-DJ is not among the grizzly bears in

dens in the Yaak, but information
gained by studying DJ and her off-
spring is still helping scientists. DJ

-June 1999, apparently killed by an-

other grizzly. _
March 1
‘ _I-_lappler times have taken over for

Rogers.

staff at Lincoln County Campus,
faculty members told the campus
board Tuesday night. Recently the
college had been burdened by insta-
bility in the director position and a
funding dispute with its parent, Flat-
head Valley Community College
.~ Masrch3

" Declining timber  harvests cou-
pled with budget cutbacks are forc-
ing the Kootenai National Forest to
consider the elimination of perhaps
20 to 30 positions, forest supervisor
Bob Castaneda told the Lincoln
County Commissioners Wednesday
Faced with a $2.5 ‘million cut to its

‘budget of approximately $20 mil-

lion, the Kootenai is in the process

. of reorganizing, Castaneda said.

_ March 8
Libby City Council appointed

Ken Sorensen Monday to fill a va-
. cancy created by the recent resigna-

tion of longtime councilman Ed
Baker. Seven people applied for the

position — Sorensen, D.C. Orr, Dan -

Taasevigen, Stuart Crismore; Etta
Doubek, Bob Parker and Don

March 10
An. ‘advertisement - in. -:Sunday’s

Portland Oregonian newspaper

spotlighting Libby as a great place
to live and do business is showing
signs of paying off. Placed by Tim-
berline Auto Center owner Terry

Andreessen, the large, eye-catching -

ad features a picture of Libby’s
Jack Housel with the record rain-
bow trout he caught below Libby
Dam as well as information on the
area’s other benefits. Tén business
owners and one individual looking
to move had answered the ad by
Wednesday, A
March 15

A rally protesting what its orga-
nizers are callmg “the Clinton envi-
ronmental regime’s war on the
West” is planned for Saturday, April
15, in Libby. The brainchild of
Terry Andreessen, Scott and D.C.
Orr, Jim Rathbun, Doug Griffiths

and- Jerry Diemert, the event; is:
tended to call attention to the: nég:

- tive effects federal lands policis

have had on the rural West. :7.is
- March 17 L

A Wolf Pomt educator has bee
selected as the new principal
Libby High ‘School beginning ne:
fall. Elaine Forrest, principal.:c

‘Wolf Point High School, has aceep

ed the position. Her appointme:
needs only the Libby school board
approval, .
March 22

" Results of a recent round of tes
ing of soil, dust and insulation san
ples from area homes do not: sho
levels of asbestos that the Enviror
mental Protection Agency believt
need immediate action. The test
sults will -be discussed at a publ1

. meeting in Memorial Gym. "

March 24
.An $11.5 million emergency a
propriation to help Libby deal wi
problems associated with asbest

exposure from a former vermiculi

mmehasbeenaddedtoaSenatea]
propriations bill, U.S. Sen. Conrz
Bumns has announced. Bums said t
has requested $3.5 million for tt
local hospital and an-additional. §
million that would go to the city. fi
other asbestos-related health, env
ronmental and economic mitigatic
needs. ' .
. * March 29

With the exception of some.fo
mer W.R. Grace facility sites, the
appears to be little evidence of ri
in living in Libby today, said mer
bers of the federal team mvesnga
ing asbestos contammanon Th
doesn’t preclude the need to conti
ue testing homes and businesses
the community and follow throug
with ambient air and area soil te:
ing during drier conditions, . sa
Paul Peronard of the Envnronment
Protection Agency i

March31

Local officials are hoping: for, t
best but preparing for the worst
planning for an April 15 ral
protestmg the -Clinton administr
tion’s “War on the West.” “You’
either very optimistic about - tt
event or you’re very pessimistic a
there’s no in-between,” U.S. Fore
Service employee Jeff Scussel sa
during a meeting attended by abc
30 people representing city : a
county government, local law_ €
forcement and emergency seryic
such as ambulance and seerch a
rescue:

see Year in Review on Pag



) Y’ear,;ln Rev1ew
Cqﬁtlnued from Page4 '
: : April5 .
' Orgamzers have . canceled - an
-Agril. 15 -protest - raltlga followmg

o attractavanety ofex-
tremists and lead .to violence. The
event was to have featured the burn-
ing of .a United Nations flag. and
coptu oﬁneofne tax- forms, dcc ;
‘o gad¥egisiig flier calling Ko

vil.disobedience,”:
nizer ’l‘en'y Andreessen satd he
dbesn’t think many.extreme groups
phnned to: pattnclpate, but extrem-

ace retiring Asa Wood principal .
jirley * Chase; said " officials of

idates, Sandra Honeychurch, is
ly a teacher-at Libby Middle:

of Great Falls and Jackie O’Brien of
tCreek.
£ ~ April12
¢ Dr. Phillip Alford announced Fri- -
that he will be leaving Libby at
end of April to accept an ap-
glointment in the surgical program at
Texas Tech University School
Medicine in Lubbock.. Dr. Lance
‘ , & board certified gener-
@ surgeon has been hired to replace
who came to Libby almost
Itvo ym ago.
o April 14
: Local law enforcement officers
to on the alert following reports
that anti-govemment activists from
#round the Northwest plan to
demonstrate in Libby Saturday de-
official cancellation of an or-
raily. “There will be people
ing up, there’s no doubt about
that,” Lincoln County Sheriff Daryl

. Jackte O’Brien of Trout Creek.
" bas agreed
. of Asa Wood Elementary School.
- The Libby School District offered-
. ber the job. last week after:the board
School ‘District One of the

I. The others are Rosie Comes -

how many.”
Ap oril 19,

A t‘ederel juty" "Mtssoula ‘delib-
A rally agamst the federal gov~ - (

-emment’s intrusion into the livesof * b viioch

Westerners fizzled .in the-drizzle in. - mi
the parking lot of a state- weigh sta-’
tion 16 miles west of leby Fewer

than. 50 protesters mingled in light

rain with more than a dozen mem- -
" bers of the media. Local sypport

< toftha’ iy vented thefafigor. at: -
Orga- ": Libby :City. Council for. whi vihey

saw as the city’s role .in “exerting
pressure on organizers to call off the

- event and expressed conceins that

',commumst agltatom also played a
Aprll 21 ’
to be the new principal

interviewed her and two other can-
didates,
Aprll 26
A community medtcal tmst is
being proposed by St. John's.

Lutheran. Hospital to. provide care
- for .victims of ssbestos “exposure
that may not be covered in a health’

plan offered by former mine owner
W.R. Grace. “The Grace.plan is a
'good start,” St. John’s chief execu-
tive officer Rick Palagi said. “But
there are some. needs that people
may have that will not be covered
by that plan.”
B Apnl 28
‘Spilling water at Libby Dam
. might help endangered sturgeon but
kill threatened bull trout and put

" moré' wear on the 26-year-old dam,

say officials of three government
agencies. The U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service is looking for more
flow volume for downstream stur-
geon, Montana Ftsh, Wildlife and
Parks is fearing for bull trout and
the federal dam manager -is con<

-and was sentenced to

.Conrad Burns’

vtolence in connectxon with. the
1995 death of Brian Carreiro.in Lin-

coln County +Lynch: ‘and’ Earry
. had: both_ beén._

1 sen-

ictions.; were

overturned by the Montana
Supremie Court. Pizzichiello plead-
ed guilty in federal court to robbery
2% years in

John Herrmann k recenved 304

votes to Deborah Stokesbeny 5276
in the only contested race in. Libby
Schools’ trustee election. Stokesber-
ry -had served 'six months on the

board after being appointed-in No- ' -

vember to replace Bill Mann, who

‘had resigned w1th one year: leﬁ in

lns term, A
. May 10 ‘ '
Libby got an tmtml nod from the

* Senate appropriations committee

this week on $11.5 million in eco-

‘nomic development and medical

funding. The committee passed ‘an
amendment approving U.S. - Sen,
request for thé
money to help Libby deal -with
problems associated with -asbestos
exposure from a former vermiculite

mine near Libby.

May 12
A proposal to pave and widen the
Thompson River Road would hurt

the local economy by encouraging

tourists to bypass Lincoin County,
community leaders told a federal
highway engineer Wednesday. An
environmental review will take

three to five years, and the actual-

work on the 42-mile road linkipg
Montana Highway 200 with U

lS years, a federal engmeer satd
‘May 17

Voters in the western part ofthe .
~county could be determining. the -
d  fate of Troy Dispatch when they go

to the polls on:June 6. Residents of
the 295 telephone calling area will
be asked to increase their property

taxes by 13 tmlls to fund the ser-

vice. -
75?”

© Studehts - planted fﬁ'ﬁnd&osa

- pine’ seedlmg outside Li Lby Middle

School in memory of:late teacher

Maria- Marozzo, who died of a pul-
monary embolism on Dec, 25, 1999

: She was 50 years old,

‘May 24 .
Local government repmentattves
are hoping that recent action by the

- Legislature during a special session

will ease budget shortfalls created
in the past. House Bill 4 reduced
property tax and gave an additional
'820 3 million in state aid to schools.
S May26 -
A proposed conservation ‘ease-
ment -on 140,000 acres of Plum
Creek: Timber Co. land in the Fisher

and Thompson tiver dramages is
- moving ahead with an environmen-

tal assessment slated for release in

- August. The proposed agreement

with the -Montana. ent of
Fish, Wildlife and Parks would re-

-sult in Plum Creek surrendering de- -

velopment rights to the property.
May 31

T A free health insurance program

offered by W.R. Grace to:Libby-
area residents suffering from as-

. bestos-related illnesses has been re-
vised for a second time, but the plan -

doésn’t please everyone in the focal
‘medical community. The plan is

still too restricting, county health

officer Brad Black said during a

meeting of Libby’s Commpnity Ad-

fered'by -W.R. Grace to victims of
asbestos-related disease received
more criticism this week, this time

from U.S. Sen. Max Baucus. At a . le
meetmg in Libby, Baucus accused'

the "company - of ' “stonewalling”

and not making good on its pledge
to be responsible for the medical
bills of people injured by their ex-

_posure-to asbestos- associated with - -

Grace’s former vermiculite mine.
i o 4% Inmer7 o5 e ey

A 20-yea1&-old Troy man .was |
killed in a ‘canoeing -accident on -
Lake Creek. Adam Seifert and a

frienid were in a canoe that struck
a root. wad and capsized, pinning

" Seifert between the canoe and the
“root wad.

, ;Inne 9.
Kalxspell—based Semitool Inc

'has announced plans to open a

manufacturing plant in Libby this

-summer, putting 25 to 30 people -

to work within the next few weeks
and possibly two to three times
that many by the end of the sum-

“mer. The company builds equip-
ment used in the manufacture of

semiconductors for computers. -
: “June 14
Three local Reform Party candi-

»dates are challengmg Rick Maed-

je’s recent victory in the Republi-
can. primary for county commis-
sipner on the grounds that Maedje

.may-not have lived in Lincoln -
County- for the riecessary two
years. Cajun James, Virginia

Emerson- and - Jerome Johnson
filed a contest of nommatlon
Monday in District Court.
o June 16 o
" Troy Mayor Rod Johnson has

.announced his resignation effec-

tive July 12. Johnson, who was
appointed in December following

.- Environmental. Protection. Agen

the resignation -of Mayor B_ ,
Anderson, said his full-timo job#
‘with' Sterlin Mmmg Co. did note* .-
ime to ade-?.;

" quately take / business. «;

1. ;
oker of the Libby .
olice Depart ¢ heading ).
to Kosovo to take: pa:un '._m‘ter-;.
national -police ‘mission followmgb’
approval by the city counci
Sa it Gaker, wiltigin
from aro -’:
local: poltce in Koso'vo

..+ June 23 -
- A half-dozen log trucks, one}:
loaded with logs, led the way:as§
about 15 Missoula-bound velncl 3
left the parking lot of beby nghar
School. Wednesday morning. ¢
Along with hundreds of other ve- 3

¥

s

Libby Clty Counctl on Jun
voted to trade city property ‘béhind§
Nelson & Vial Funeral Home. tof
Niles Nelson in exchange for
similarly sized parcel at the cornerg
of Larch Street and. Utah Avenue g
The city plans to-use'its new prop-E
erty for a park. Nelson will usej
the newly acqutred parcel fo :
parking, . :

June 30 . :

An investigation into past deci-§¥
sions about asbestos hazards asso-§
ciated with W.R. Grace’s formerfj
vermiculite mine in Libby is bein
called for by three high-rankin,

officials. The officials said deci-}

sions made by EPA and other fed-3
eral agencies need to be recon-j
structed by an impartial entit
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{[72. ASK EPA!l Voot
iy | (1 N8 Questions and Answers. 3y |00
\%wﬁ*’?’ about Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

QI recently participated in the asbestos medical testing in leby What i is 1
the status of the reports from these tests? :

PEYPPC P Er ey
BECET I AV DL AREP

A: The results of your x-ray reviews, lung function test, and health interview are combined § :
into one report. When you receive the report, you may wish to review your results with your
personal physician. If your tests show any abnormalities, your physician may suggest that
you undergo additional testing to further evaluate your health before making
recommendations for your personal health care.

v’ As of December 15th, 750 test results report letters had been mailed to ATSDR medical
testing program participants. ATSDR expects to send-out 250 more results letters by the

AT

PPPPEIEITIPAT N s ey
SRR 5 3. SRS SR

end of December

w/ ATSDR has begun a preliminary analy51s of the test results for the first 1,000
participants in the testing program. ATSDR expects to present a summary of this
analysis at 2 community Advisory Group meeting in February, 2001.

J For more information, call:

. ATSDR, Dan Strausbaugh-at 406-293-2728

'l_,f’,._l,.'..l"I.O.I’p,‘il
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ting on lawsult

Public meeting to discuss suit agamst Grace, applying for federal clinic

By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter -
Lincoln County officials are planning a
public meeting for mid-January to discuss
a possible lawsuit against W.R. Grace and

a proposal to apply for a federally funded

clinic to provide low-cost commumty
health care.

The meeting is planned for the evening
of Wednesday, Jan. 17, but a time and

place remain to be set.
Commissioners Rita Windom and John

Konzcn, along wnth County Attorney :

Berme Cassndy, met with attorneys from
Hglena and California Friday to discuss
legil strategies for funding a medical trust
that would pay for health care for area res-
idents with asbestos-related diseases. A
lawsuit against W.R. Grace, which owned
the mine that produced asbestos-tainted
vermiculite, is a possibility. A subcommit-
tee of the Libby Community Advisory -
Group is working on a health plan that
proponents say will be better than a free
plan offered by W.R. Grace, but a source
of money for the trust needs to be secured.

One of the attomeys in Libby last week
is the city attorney for Lodi, Calif,, -
Windom said. He shared mformanon on
Lodi’s litigation against a number of pol-

luters’ thatcontammated the city’s ground-

water.

“The mpommmmgthatlgotoutof
the discussion was that it was new legal
turf, and they went through all the steps
and won at every level,” Windom said.

Lodlusedthe money it won in court to

* See LaWSlllt on Page 6 -

Lawsuit -

Contmued from Page 1

cover cleanup costs, Windom said.
Groundwork laid in the Lodi case
could provide guidance for Lincoln
County if it decides to sue Grace,
she said. -

" The second issue to be discussed

- at the meeting is a proposal to

apply for a federally funded clinic
to provide low-cost healthcare. The
proposal grew out of studies show-
ing that many Lincoln County resi-
dents are medically uninsured or
undI%enmmed

clinic would provnde eral
health care for the commumgt;nand

e —— —— - . ..

: .would not be focused on asbestos- H

related diseases. The clinic would :
be open to the public, and a shdmgs
fee scale would be established with 3
a minimum fee of $5, Wmdom‘
said. ;

“Everyone would have to payf
something,” she said £

Mary Beth Fnderes of then
Montana Primary Care Association
is providing gmdance on the clinic
proposal.

“There’s a lot of devnl in the
detmls, Windom said. “We're just
in the concept stage right now.”
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Asbestos death raté 40-60 percenthigherlocally'

By BRENT SHRUM
Western News Reporter

> A recently completed study by the feder-'

al Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry has found the local death’
rate from asbestosis to be 40 to 60 times
higher than state and national averages. .
ATSDR epidemiologist Steve Dearwent

discussed the study at a Dec. 14 meeting of

the Libby Community Advisory Group. -
ATSDR reviewed local death certificates
for-a 20-year period from 1979 to 1998. -
Deaths from various causes were com-
pared to state and national averages to
come up with standardized mortality ratios
— ratios of observed to expected deaths.
The study tooked at asbestos-related dis-

eases including asbestosis, cancers of the -
lung and digestive tract, and diseases of

“pulmonaty circulation. ATSDR also com-
- piled statistics on several diseases that are
- not related to asbestos exposure. '

The standardized mortality ratios for all
causes of death except asbestosis hovered’
around 1, while the SMR for asbestosis
shot to about 40 when using the state aver-
age and 60 when using the national aver-
age. ,

- Dearwent said he was “taken aback” by
those numbers, ‘ - ,

“As an epidemiologist, I'm used to see-
ing SMRs that are maybe 2 or 3,” he said.

THe study area covered a 10-mile radius
around Libby. During the 20-year period

Dearwent said. o S :
- The study was criticized by several peo-

- under invesﬁgation, the death certificates of
11 people listed asbestosis as an underlying

cause of death. Of those, 10 were men and
one was a woman.

.. The death certificates d_igpot- provide
any information on a person’s occupational
history or historical exposure to asbestos, -

ple at the CAG meeting because it used

- only death certificates and did not delve .

- into the medical histories of people who =

may have suffered from asbestosis but.died

of an unrelated malady. Several people told-

Dearwent they knew of peéople who had

suffered from asbestosis but died of some~

thing else according to their death certifi-

' Mortality rate —

i
{

Continued from Page 1 :

Because the disease is 50 rare, no
comparison was made to state or
national averages., One or two
mesothelioma deaths per one mil-
lion people might be expected, .
Dearwent said.

The ATSDR study is avgilable
for public review at the Lincoln
County Library in Libby, at the
ATSDR office at 501 Mineral Ave,,
and at the Lincoln County
Environmental Health Department
in the courthouse annex,

cates. : i

Dearwent said he understood
asbestosis may have been underreported as
a cause of death, but if the study had .

Tooked into the medical histories of people

who died in Libby it would have had to do
the same for everyone who died in
Montana or the entire United States to

‘make a valid comparison. .

. “In a death certificate, there are limita-
tions but there are also consistencies that
make for a very valid comparison between

- comrmunities,” he said. :

- The study also, found four local deaths

- from mesothelioma, a rare form of lung
cancer caused by exposure to asbéstos.

sec Mortality rate on Page 7
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‘ ,;regnonal publicity. We could be hard pressed to entice -

A d1fferent road

It would 'liéve been more reassuring if W.R. Grace had
established a trust to fund it’s free medical coverage for
Libby asbestos victims.

While the plan is far from perfect, points « of con-
tention might be negotiable to change. The maJor con-
cemn of local medical people and asbestos victims has
been Grace’s own financial health for the long term. The
medical plan is only as good as long as Grace is in busi-
ness.

. Lincoln County Commissioners are now mulling over
the possibility of a suit against the multinational chemi-

al giant to create a community medlcal trust to cover
long-term health needs. : P '

.The idea won’t sit well with many people, mostly.
those- ‘who have chosen not to take part in the past year’s
discussions and decisions on the asbestos problem.
Think about it carefully. As should the county officials
who will ultimately have to make this decision. .

While Grace appeared darn near invincible a year ago,
thelr stock has been on a steep downward trend. A
graph charting the company’s stock rates looks more -
ike a profile of a ski run at Turner Mountain. Grace

tock hit.a high in 2000 of $15.13 ashare on Jan. 10.
" i.-was Dec. 8 at $1.25. Presently, Grace stock is

lee everythmg else m today 3 economy, it shows e
uked “signals. It’s easy to understand why, many people '
on’t believe Grace will be around;rvto fund thelr lnsur- '

¥ 9nce plan. -

:Others. have & deep-rooted dlstrust for the company

aseéd-on personal dealings as victims or family mem-
bers of victims from the local asbestos contammatlon.
And-still ‘others simply distrust corporatlons. _ '

It’s hard to consider finangces, economies and related
matters when we’re talking about the health of so many
Hlocal people but the biggest problem facing this commu-
ity is being able to-provide adequate health care. If we - |
.don’t find a way to help asbestos victims, the toll onthe .|

j'local health care system will be enormous.-

“The toll on the future economy of the area. may al-
vready have been decided with the year of national and
&ompanies of this size to ¢come in here and engagein -
"HIAME 6F other deHvities which haveto be monitoredto - |-
protect the environment or human health.

This could be good or bad depending on your perspec-

."tlve Regardless, it will be a significant change from the
Zeconomy of the past.

- The commissioners decision to-sue or not sue will also
';play a role that could be setting the community down a
different economic road. That’s why the commissioners

‘heed to engage in significant community d1scuss1on

perhaps an evening public meeting.

. We need to embark on an effort to provide medlcal
eare “for our commumty members with eyes opeii so
“there are no surprises in the future. First we need.com--
‘munity-wide partlclpatlon, something that hasn’t oc-

- curred on thlS issue dunng the past year. ~ Roger Morris
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County conmders suing race
v
By BRENT SHRUM Windom said. A serious shortcommg of the Grace planis a .

) . . Western News Reporter Those possible solutions included litigation person must have an asbestos-related problem in

eeWe're JUSt Lincoln County officials are looking at possi- - strategies that could fund a medncal trust, she both lungs to qualify, Windom said. .
s ble litigation to pay for a proposed medical trust  said,’ “That’s the real big problem,” she said. >
seeing . that would fund health care for area residents . No decision has been made to retain any attor- “There’s a lot of people who just have itinone '
the ti with asbestos-related diseases. neys, Windom said. The issue is scheduled for lung.” "'o..’
p The county commissioners and county attor- further dxscus‘su)n at the commissioners’ meet- N People who are uninsured and have an G

of the ney met last Friday with attorneys from Helena ings on Dec. 20 in Eureka and Jan. 3 in Libby: asbestos-related problem in one lung will be '

) and California to share information, accordmg to A subcommittee of the Libby Community unable to get insurance, Windom said. N
s icebers g Commissioner Rita Windom. ' .Advisory Group is working on a health plan that “I’m télling them to go ahead and file (for the -
now.99 “They just gave us information about environ-  proponents say will be better than the free plan “Grace plan) so you can be rejected and then .

2t mental issues that they had seen in other areas, offered by W.R. Grace. The plan would be fund-  you’ll have the paper trail that wecanuseata &
Rita Windom and how they were similar or dissimilar to what  ed by a trust, but a source of money for the trust later date,” she said. e
Commissioner  we have, and discussed some possible solutions,” . needs to be secured. , See Commlssmners onPage7 i
. T M .

— — —
‘Commissioners
Continued from Page 1 pnsed by the number or people

The community’s asbestos-relat-
“ed: health problems are sure to get
worse over the next decade,

' Windom said.

“There’s a need ixere,” she said.

“We’re just seeing the tip of the’

iceberg now.”

Wmdon- ‘said she has been sur- -

turning up with asbestos-related

diseases followmg a community

health screening. .
“I thought it was way out of pro-

- portion when I first heard it,” she
said. “T never would have believed”

it, but I do now.”
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The Environmental Protection
Agency is'planning a round of tests at
area homes to find out how people
might be exposed to asbestos while
engaged in everyday activities around
the house.

Scheduled to start in mid-February,
the tests will include the placement of
personal air sampling pumps on peo-
ple as they go about their daily rou-
tine in the home. ]

Earlier testing in Libby-area homes
involved the use of stationary sam-
pling pumps that were placed in the
living area to monitor indoor air.
About a third of the homes that were

asbestos fibers of varying size and
number. :

The new round of tests is designed
to compare the results obtained using
stationary air monitors with the
results from monitors placed on peo-
ple engaged in routine or special
activities in the home.

Participation in the testing program
will be voluntary, and the addresses
of the participants will not be - made

N\’

January 11, 2001.

region8/superfund/libby.
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New?

tested showed the presence of some-

MwJTTAN 1AN

public. The program will cover rou-

tine household activities, active house
cleaning, simulated remodeling activ-
ities and garden tilling.

Eight houses that were previously

sampled will be picked for testing -

during routine household activities.
The sampling team will come to the
home shortly after the resident arises
in the morning and begin monitoring
with both personal and stationary
pumps. .

Monitoring will continue until the
end of the day. During the sampling
period, the participant will be

required to remain indoors and refrain

from sweeping or dusting.

The remaining three aspects of the
new sampling program will involve
the use of EPA staff or consultants
wearing protective gear. To simulate

- possible exposure from house clean-

ing, someone weéaring an air monitor
will perform two hours of cleaning
activities such as sweeping, vacuum-
ing and dusting in the same eight
homes tested during routine house-
hold activities.

ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q: Will the Community Advisory Group have regular meetings again?

For more information about the Community Advisory Group, call
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, at 406-441-1150 x241

DPEC 2, 3000

A: Yes, at the December 14 CAG meeting, the group expressed interest in fesuming meetings
twice per month. The meetings will be held on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month from 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room of Libby’s City Hall. The next meeting will be held on

The summaries of the meetings are posted on EPA’s web page along with other information about
the asbestos investigation and cleanup in Libby. Please take a look at the site at www.epa.gov/

e S e . P
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EPA planning new round of tests

Tests to simulate exposure during
the remodeling of a house will take
place at one house with insulation not -
believed to contain asbestos and at
three houses where the insulation is
vermiculite known to contain at least
0.5 percent asbestos. Activities will
be aimed at simulating the things a

" homeowner might do that could lead

to direct exposure to vermiculite insu-
lation. Examples include. the removal
of insulation from a wall or ceiling
and moving insulation to gain access
to plumbing or wiring. .

Three properties will be selected
for testing during garden-tilling activ-
ities. One property will be picked
where the garden does not contain
visible vermiculite and where tests do
not reveal the presence of asbestos,
and two will be picked where vermi-
culite is visible and/or soil analysis
reveals the presence of asbestos
fibers, Stationary monitors ‘will sam-
ple the air 5 meters upwind and 5
meters downwind of the garden, and
the person tilling the garden will wear
a personal sampling pump.

- .




Poor Quality Source
Document

The following document images
have been scanned from the best

available source copy.

To view the actual hard copy, contact the

Superfund Records Center at 303-312-6473




By LYNETTE HINTZE
Special to the News

Don Wilkins doesn’t mince words
about W.R. Grace: He wants the
company to face criminal charges for
knowingly poisoning Libby vermi-
culite mine workers and their fami-
lies with toxic asbestos fibers.

- “My main emphasis is that charges
be filed against Grace,” Wilkins said.
“Someone should be held account-
able in a criminal court of law.”

Wilkins, a Stimson Lumber Co.
employee, never worked at the ver-
miculite mine, but his father, Bob
Wilkins, worked there for 25 years
and now has asbestosis.

Bob Wilkins, who was president
of a union local at the mine, has doc-
uments he believes show how Grace
officials in the early 1980s managed
to shut down a study that would have
brought the miners’ abnormal lung
X-rays to the forefront nationally.

“People don’t realize the influence
W.R. Grace has,” Bob said. “They
stopped the investigation just like

tha b2

" Daniel Banks, a doctor with the
National Institute of Occupatlonal

Safety and Health, contacted union

officials at the Lnbby mine in 1980,
after the federal agency learned that
11 employees from the Scott’s lawn
fertilizer company had been diag-
nosed with asbestosis. Scott’s was
one of Grace’s biggest customers,
and its vermiculite-based fertilizer
came from Libby vermiculite ore.
“Banks asked me if the union

membership would cooperate with a,
‘study,” Bob recalled. “He said they’d

bring in a lab on location with five
technicians.”

The study was abruptly shut down,
however, and Banks was transferred

.to another job. Banks later denied

ever having talked to Bob Wilkins.

A Grace attorney wrote to the
Mine Safety and Health
Administration to explain why the
company felt the study wasn’t need-
ed.

*,..the worker exposure to asbesti-

form tremolite contamination from
the inception of mining at Libby until
the mid-1970s was so high in relation
to the present standard as to com-
pletely mask and make practically
impossible any attempt to measure
exposures to vermiculite itself,”
attomey Mario Favorito wrote,
“Since the mid-1970s, few addi-

tions have been made to the Libby

worker population, Thus, utilization

.of Libby as a focus to study exposure

to vermiculite would be a wasteful
and redundant expenditure of scarce

‘government manpower, money and

effort, since it would only verify that
excess asbestos-fiber exposure
results in adverse health effects.”

Don Wilkins points out that J.
Peter Grace, owner and president of
the corporation at the time, was
assigned by President Ronald Reagan
to develop ideas on how to cut gov-
ernment spending and streamline
agencies, That was the “out” the gov-
ernment needed to cut the Libby
study.

Grace’s government cost-cutting
effort became known as the, Grace
Commission.

“I don’t know how the biggest
polluter of communities and lives
could have gotten a better deal from

a sitting president,” Don Wilkins.

said.
He has asked'Momana s congres-
sional delegation to investigate the

- Grace Commission but has had no

response.

] think they’re stallmg, because it
will be an embarrassment to the
Republican party,” he said. “I want
hearings based on what happened in
the ‘80s.”

Bob believes there’s enough other .

documentation to show that the com-
pany officials clearly knew there
were health problems in the mid-
l950s, when Zonolite owned the
mine, Grace took over the mine in
1963 and operated it until it closed in
1990,

Wilkins has taken his case to state

officials, but he figures he’ll have to

" The Western News leby, MT., Friday, December 15, 2000-5

Wilkins Wants criminal charges filed against Grace

start from scratch when a new
admmlstratxon takes office in
Jan

“The scary thing about W.R.
Grace is they have no conscience,”
he said. “We’ve seen how they fight
the EPA. People are naive on how
the system works. Grace won'’t pay
for the cleanup; the taxpayers will.”

Alan Stringer, Grace’s representa-
tive in Libby, has a different oplmon,
of course. He feels the company is

’r,._. . e

doing all it can to help pay victims’
medical expenses and make sure con-

- tamination is eliminated.

“I’ve not personally seen anger !
against me,” Stringer said. “People
have been polite and friendly-.
They’re concerned, and they need‘

_answers.”

He acknowledged, though, that
there have been harsh words for
Grace at some Community Advisory
Group meetings. .
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ATSDR shares
mortality study

results at CAG

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry will release information from its study of
local asbestos-related deaths at the Community
Advisory Group meeting at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Dec.
14, in the Ponderosa Room at Libby City Hall.

SO,
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ATSDR is a public health
agency of the U.S. R Libby man
Department of Health and wants criminal
Human Services. The charges filed
agency prepared a mortality See Page §
review to identify deaths ee tage S
potentially associated with | Ml Young logger
asbestos exposure in Libby. diagnosed

In preparing the report, - ' See Page 5
ATSDR reviewed all death £

certificates for Libby resi- .
dents who died between 1979 and 1998 and compared
the number of deaths from asbestos-related causes to
similar deaths across Montana and the United States.

The mortality review will also be available for pub-
lic review at the Lincoln County Library in Libby, at
the ATSDR office at 501 Mineral Ave., and at the
Lincoln County Health Department in the county
annex at 418 Mineral Ave. .
~ Community members with questions about the
review or who would like to receive a copy may con-
tact ATSDR epidemiologist Steve Dearwent at 1-888-
42-ATSDR. Callers should refer to the “Libby,
‘Montana site.” ATSDR regional representative Dan
Strasbaugh in Helena may also be called at (406) 444-
2959 for additional information.

More information about asbestos and health effects
related to exposure may be found at the ATSDR web
site, www.atsdr.cdc.gov. For an overview of the Libby
Community Environmental Health Project, go to
www.atsdr.cdc.gov/NEWS/libbymt.html.

According to a recent report by the National
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health, Lincoln
County ranks second on a list of the top 10 U.S. coun-
ties for death rates from asbestosis. NIOSH, which
regularly tracks asbestosis mortality rates, reported in
its latest update that only Somerset County, N.J., had

more asbestos deaths per capita than Lincoln County -

‘from 1968-1997. The data was compiled from the
National Center for Health Statistics.

Asbestosis is the scarring of lung tissue from
‘inhalation of needle-like asbestos fibers. The disease’s
effects range- from mild impairment to disability and
eventually death. Libby’s asbestosis deaths are linked
to the former W.R. Grace vermiculite mine.

Somerset County, where the Johns-Manville Co.

see Mortality onPage 6
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Mortality

Continued from Page 1 )
manufactured asbestos msu}atmn,
had 447 asbestos deaths during the
31-year period. Lincoin Co.ux'xty,
with a.much smaller population,
had 23 documented deaths from
stosis.
aSbSeorriel-set’s*. asbestosis death rate
was 8.8 per 100,000 people, while
Lincoln County’s was 5.7 per
100,000 people. That compares to
the overall U.S. rate of 0.29 per
00 people. ' o
m%?her F;ref:s with high asbestosis
mortality rates included Sagadahoc
County in Maine, Jackson County
in Mississippi and Orange County
in Texas, all of which had sh}p-
building operations that used high
amounts of asbestos.
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to.do a lot of stuff that we couldn’t
-afford.”

+“I was looking for a posmve some-
where.- ‘Applaud”-just-kind of had
thatring to it.” -

Most of the asbestos within district

less harmful than the tremolite,
which ' Maki said%is sealed msnde
some of the building walls. Tremolite

. asbestos -is found. in the vermiculite
once mined near Libby.

“In%wo school buildings— Plummer
El’exﬂentary and Libby Middle
schobls — the asbestos presence is
“niiriimal,” he said.

.The compliance turnaround fol-
lowed a complaint phoned in to the
Mod’tana " Department of

2 d

L

By RAY STOUT

school district of a complaint. -

Maki.

e e . .

Sl ?ools

| W District applauded on j
bemg prepared to handle
- various asbestos matenals

Western News Reporter -
" The U.S. Environmental Protlelcn?n
‘Agency is applaudmg leby Schoo
* District’s success at equipping itself to han-
dle asbestos hazards in its buildings. The -
kudos came after the state informed’ the

AnEPA letter, postmarked Nov. 27, tells
the district its training efforts have brought :
it into compliance with the Asbestos-
Hazard Emergency Response Act of 1986.

"~ “EPA.applauds the School District’s
efforts’to comply with AHERA, saxd

employees by preventmg their eXposure to
airborne asbestos fibers.”. - ..

The comphment had an mvxgoratmg
effect on Dlstnct Supenntendem Ktrby

- “Iwas nckled, really tickled,” he said,
* “Because he could’ve glven us a directive

-See Schools on Page 6

Environmental Quality omay 12,
according to state air quality special-
ist John Podolinsky. '

‘The man was concerned that
replacement of a draft reducer — a fan
that forces exhaust gases out the boil-
er smokeéstack — in December 1999 at
McGrade Elementary School may
have caused an exposure. Some
asbestos-containing material was dis-
turbed to replace the worn-out reduc-
er, Podolinsky said.

Podolinsky visited the boiler room
in September and found the debris
had been thoroughly cleaned up.

*It’s hard to measure how much

- was removed or disturbed,” he said.

“It would’ve been hard to tell if there
was an exposure. If the material did
contain asbestos, the asbestos fibers

:

@oor Tl 2™

are gone. They dissipate.”

The departrnent took no action, he
said.

Podolinsky said llke in many a
boiler room asbestos could present
problems if disturbed. Most school
districts can’t afford a safe removal,
and often removing it is more danger-
ous than leaving it in place, he said.

The other complaint the caller
lodged was a suspicion that the
schools’ three-year inspection of
asbestos-containing materials wasn’t
done propetly, Podolinsky said. That
falls under the AHERA law, so the
state sent it to EPA.

Since spring, 34 school district
employees have been trained in
asbestos awareness. Seven mainte-
nance people and the head custodial
staff took 16 hours in April and the
rest of the staff along with some of

_the’ 16-hour trainees, took a two-hour

course and attended a two-hour safe-
ty training meeting. ~

The awareness training’ covened an
analysis of the mineral, how'it gets

‘into buildings, what it can do to

human health, and how to control and
dispose of it with protective equip-
ment, Maki said. -

Districtwide, staff are well aware
of the asbestos situation in their
buildings, he said. “Pnncnpal happens
in, ask him some questions. Put him
on the spot.”,

Other actlons that helped meet

.AHERA were completing the twice-

a-year surveillance for asbestos-con-
taining materials and placing an
updated copy of the district’s man-
agement plan, which includes
asbestos response information, in the -
Libby High School administrative

- office, according to Maki’s Nov. 6

letter to the' EPA. ,

The other school buildings have a
copy, he said. The high school’s was
missing on the date of the federal
inspection, Maki said. »

All asbestos in district buildings is
under control; he said.-

“Everything is either sealed, moni-
tored or encapsulated, so we’re in
falrly good shape as far as the district
is concemned,” he said. - _

“What I feel good about at this
point is we’ve addressed these issues.
We’re on the right track. Our training
program is set up. We're domg fine
there.”




ASK EPA!!

,, e J Questlons and Answers
"'-("»ﬂ ! \“) ' ' : b )
S s “about Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

DEC |3, 2000

Q: My home has vermiculite insulation in it. 4
Will EPA ever be able to tell me whether my home
is safe to live in? |

A:  EPAis workmg with other federal agenmes and scientists to evaluate the
safety of vermiculite. The Agency uses a risk assessment to estimate the |
risk of living in or being in a certain situation.

EPA’s goals with regard to this are:

1. to determine whether amphibole (tremolite asbestos) fibers are more
toxic than serpentine (chrysotile asbestos) fibers.

A

2. to analyze human and animal sfudy data on asbetsos-related illnesses to
determine whether EPA can develop a model that helps predict the risk
of developing cancer from exposure to tremolite asbsetos.

3. to have an open forum for sc1ent15ts of various backgrounds to review
the theory and model.

T

Dr. Chris Weis and Dr. Aubrey Miller will be in Libby on Wednesday and
Thursday, Dec. 13, 14. They will be happy to meet with you and discuss the
status of the risk assessment or other questions and concerns you may have.
Please call the EPA Information Center at 293-6194 to make an appointment.

For more mformatlon call '
Dr. Chris Weis, Science Coordmator 303 312 6671 .
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, 406-441- 1150 x241.
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\County ranks second

for asbestosis death
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: By LYNNETTE HINTZE
" Special to the News

Lincoln County ranks second on a list of the top 10 U. S coun-

ties for death rates from asbestosis, a federal study shows.
The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health reg-

.ularly tracks asbestosis mortality

rates, and discovered during its
latest update that only Somerset
County, N.J., had more asbestos

_ deaths per capita than Lincoln

County from 1968-1997. The .
data was compiled from the
National Center for Health
Statistics.

Asbestosis is the scarring of
lung tissue from inhalation of
needle-like asbestos fibers. The

disease’s effects range from mild -

impairment to disability and
eventually death. Libby’s
asbestosis deaths are linked to
the former W.R. Grace vermi-
culite mine.

The raw numbers are-some-
what misleading. Heavily popu-
lated Somerset County, where

Asbestosis

Continued from Page 1
. But the rates of death for the

!|" two counties paint a bleak pic-

ture indeed: Somerset’s asbesto-

‘Study results

The Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease
Registry will share
asbestosis. death rate sta-
tistics at the Dec. 14
Community Advisory
Group meeting in Libby.

ATSDR has been
studying the death rate in

~ Libby ‘analyzing death

certificates filed with the
state vital - statistic
bureau.

. The meeting begms at
7 p.m. in the Ponderosa.
Room at Libby City Hall.

the Johns-Manville Co. manufactured asbestos msulatton, had

447 asbestos deaths during the 31-year period. Sparsely. populat-' .

ed Lincoln County, on the other hand had only 23 documented

deaths from asbestosis.

See Asbestosis on Page 6

sis death rate was 8.8 per
100,000 people, while me;oln
County’s was 5.7 per 100,000
people. That compares to the
overall U.S. rate of just 0.29. per'

. 100,000 people. -

The numbers include any
deaths with the underlying or

_ contributing cause of death
‘coded as asbestosis.

Other areas with high asbesto-
sis mortality rates included
Sagadahoc County in Maine,
Jackson County in Mississippi
and Orange County in Texas, all
of which had ship-building oper-

- ations that used high amounts of
" asbestos. "
“In some cases these count es

pop up with high rates and we
don’t know exactly why,” said
Frank Hearl, deputy director of
the agency’s

“It’s there along with a lot of
other information.”

The data is the-impetus for the
agency to study environmental
factors that contribute to
asbestos disease, he said.

Currently, the agency is -plan-
ning new research to help deter-

- mine the distribution and con- .

centration of asbestos contami-
nation-in vermiculite produced
by various mines and used in
various occupational settings.
Through sampling, federal

.'health workers can better define

the extent of potential occupa-
tional exposure, Hearl said. '

The agency has been involved
in asbestos research in Libby for’
the past two decades. In the

1980s the agency conducted a

study about job-related exposure
and health effects among work-
ers employed at the Libby mine,:
and. shared those findings wnth‘

"workers and W.R. Grace.

Grace closed the mine in 1990;
Lynnette Hintze is a reporter for
the Kalispell Daily Inter Lake.

Division of - |
Respiratory Disease Studles :




To the Edltor

To the Edltor

Mr. Roger Morris has most of the
ink in'this county, but unfortunately
he abuses that privilege, by using a .
poor patterned load for his editorial -

| shotgun. His shot load scatters and is
| not in the least accurate. We refer to
( his editorial dated Oct. 27, .
He states, “It’s disingenuous of
Project 56 to bring their anti-federal
| government agenda to this issue
L ) without regularly attending the Citi-

zens Adv1sory Group meetings and
participating in the discussion. The
only thing they can accomphsh with

“this type of rhetoric is delaying the
"clean up efforts and extending the

period of time that residents of this
area are exposed to harmful materi-

. als.”

Mr. Morris missed the clay blrd
Our views on the federal government
were printed in his paper back in
April. We have no problem with our

wurem NEFWS

city council having illegal meetings,

'DE; , -‘-Zooo :

"Project 56 cr1t1cal of ed1tor1albroads1de on EPA issue

~form of government. It is the greatest take his advnce the matter will be-
. in the world, past, present and future.

come mute.
We don’t mind your takmg pot
‘shots at us, but go back to the load-
ing bench and develop a more accu-
rate load. You have'a very good and
powerful shotgun at your dlsposal
but it takes good ammunition and
constant practice to become a good
it is our view that the new city attor-  shot. .
ney is attempting to keep the council
on the straight and narrow. If they

/.

It is certain administrations and non-
elected bureaucrats who usurp our
rights with whom we differ.

You use the term “constitutional-
ists” as a dirty word. We are proud
to be “constitutionalists.” As for the

¢ - Ken Short
Vice-Chair Projéct 56

4 Who are we?
To the Editor: '

We have received many mqulnes from citizens wondenng just what
Project 56 is all about. We decided the easiest way to inform Lincoln
County residents was to print our mission statement and other thoughts in
the local papers.

Mission Statement: To promote the moral, physxcal educational and
economic well being of Lincoln County and the people living here by utl-
lizing our natural resources throughthe empowennent of the Lincoln™’
County Government.

We support God, the United States Constitution, Blll of Rights, llmited ‘
federal government (republicanism), free enterprise system (capntallsm)
and home rule (local self-government); in short, the prmclples upon whlch
this Christian nation was founded.

We oppose atheism, socialism, racism, collectivism, plurallsm, socml
engineering, the New World Order and the United Nations; in short, the-
ideologies of tyranny. "

Focus areas: Individual rights, the right to own and use pnvate property,
-multiple use of public lands (federal and state), road closures, roadless
‘areas, mining, ranching, farming, logging, grazing, livestock, huntmg,

_ fishing, trapping and water use regulations. :

Our elected officials and many other public servants have swom a
solemn oath of office. We expect them to abide by and work within those
guidelines. Nothing more, nothing less. A little more would be mce, but
anything less is intolerable.

Our meetings are open to all interested citizens. We even welcome .
molés. Who knows, they may see the light? Interested persons can call us
at 293-1356, drop us a line at P.O. Box 387, Libby, MT, 59923, or visit

-our website, www.project56.org. Our motto is: Obey God, Serve Mankind,
Oppose Tyranny. If you have a problem with that you may not enjoy our
" meetings.

Vice-Chair

F

Ken Short




DPec L3 o@s”

UM research focuses on asbestos Vletlms

Libby’s asbestos victims will be
a prime concern for research at the
recently created Center for Envi-
ronmental Health Science at the
University of Montana, according
to the center’s director.
"~ Dr. Andre Holian, a toxicologist
chosen in July to head the center,
“spoke with local government offi-
cials, hospital administrators and
asbestos victims Wednesday via
speaker phone. Holian had planned
to tour St. John’s Lutheran Hospi-
.tal’s Center for Asbestos Related
Disease along with U.S. Sen. Max
‘Baucus, but bad weather prevented
the two- from making it to Libby.

Holian said he has been re-

‘searching lung diseases for about -

120 years, especially diseases relat-

ed to exposure to silicates and as-

" bestos.. The study of the asbestos

situation in Libby is written into
the mission statement of the new
environmental health center in
Missoula, Holian said.

It’s a foregone conclusion that
exposure to asbestos has resulted

in lung disease among Libby resi-

dents, Holian said.

“What we’re interested in now is
how we can assist in making things
better,” he said.

Research at the center will in-
clude developing techniques - for
early detection, diagnosing people
who are particularly susceptible to
asbestos-related disease and help-
ing to develop new treatments, Ho-
lian said.

One area of study planned for
the center is the relationship be-
tween genetic susceptibility and
environmental exposure in the de-
velopment of lung diseases. An
outline prepared by the center
notes that while such a link has
been recognized for many years,
the genes involved have not been
identified. Determining genetic el-
ements that might confer a greater
susceptibility to the development
of lung disease in the Libby popu-
lation is listed as one of the pro-
posed studies at the center.

Another proposed study is to de-
termine why the- specific types of
asbestos found near Libby are so
potent in their potential to cause
disease.



Baucus agrees to pursue screening statistics

B Local officials express concerns about planning

WRIT <RV

vithout ATSDR statistics on numbers of people

By BRENT SHRUM
. Western News Reporter

U.S. Sen. Max Baucus pledged this week
» pressure federal agencies to release sta-
stics from recent health screenings and
seed up a plan to investigate area homes
ir asbestos contamination.

R~ncus had planned to visit Libby

Wednesday but his plane was unable to
land due to bad weather. Instead, the sena-
tor spoke over a speaker phone to health-
care providers, county officials and
asbestos victims. '
Local officials and healthcare adminis-
trators are hoping for the timely release of
data from screenings conducted by the

Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry.

Close to 7,000 people were screened for
possible asbestos-related lung diseases.
According to ATSDR officials, preliminary
findings indicate that around 10 percent of
those screened may be affected. While
those people whose tests showed abnormal-
ities are being notified individually, actual
numbers have not been released publicly.

Those numbers are needed to help plan
for the future, Lincoln County ‘
Commissioner John Konzen said.

NE W W eV ) MO

“We still don’t have good enough facts
to really take and go anyplace with,”
Konzen said.

The county could begin long-range plan-
ning for the medical needs of area residents
if it had that information, Commissioner
Windom said. '

“We’re kind of working in the dark,” she
said. “We don’t have any statistics to work
on, and frankly time is of the essence.”

St. John’s Lutheran Hospital is working

See Statistics on Page 3

Statistics
‘Continued from Page 1
on best guesses, chief executive of-
ficer Rick Palagi said,
L “We're "guesstimating ' still —
because we cann’t do anything else
— that 650 to 1,000 folks, maybe
. more than 1,000, have or will de-
velop some sort of asbestos-related
disease,,” he said.
" Palagi said ATSDR officials
have indicated that firm numbers
may not be released until next
June. '

“Off the top, as a layman, that
doesn’t make much sense to me,”
Baucus said. . :
~ Another concern presented to
Baucus involves the Environmen-
_tal Protection Agency’s plan to
look into the issue of asbestos con-
tamination in area houses. Some
initial tests have been completed,
“but further investigation was given
* a lower priority than the cleanup of
former W.R. Grace processing
sites.

The cleanup at the former Grace
export plant in Libby, now the site
of the city’s industrial park, is

L3

_ ‘nearly finished. Work at the former

screening facility at the mouth of
Rainy Creek is ongoing, but

-Grace’s refusal to allow excavated
soil to be dumped at the former -

mine site has resulted in a lawsuit
in federal court. Konzen and coun-

-ty health ufficer Dr. Brad Black

expressed concerns that the court

battle is taking EPA resources.

away from Libby.

Black also questioned whether
the EPA’s actions in Libby will re-
ceive the same high level of sup-
port under the next federal admin-
istration. :

“The headquarters of the EPA as
you know is a real political area,”
Black told Baucus.

- Baucus-promised to-speak -with. ...
ATSDR officials about the release’
of screening statistics and to try to
get the EPA to allocate more re-
sources to Libby for the investiga-
tion of asbestos contamination in‘
private homes. Addressing other
concerns of hospital representa-
tives, Baucus also said he would
meet with Grace officials to gauge
the company’s support for a med-
ical trust fund in Libby.

e
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' ';Your partlcxpatlon will help Lincoln County secure funding to conduct home and air sampling. The

NOTICE TO HOMEOWNERS

The Lincoln County Environmental Health Department is estabhshmg a
Reglstry of Homes in the county that contain Vermiculite (Zonolite) insulation

The program s purpose is to create a database of vermiculite- msulated structures, listing the number,
1ocatxon size and condition of these bmldmgs

'The mformatxon will help

A Identify areas where there may be higher risk for asbestos exposure.

B.  Spot structures which may need more materials or air sampling.

C. - Identify potential need for additional ambient air monitoring sites.

D.  Provide baseline information on the scope and size of any future cleanup or removal programs.

Yegistry could lead to help for removal or cleanup of insulation, depending on the results of EPA's
-nsk assessment. S :

’I‘ o obtain a registry form or for answers to your questions concerning the program contact the
‘Lincoln County Environmental Health Department at 293-7781, ext. 228. Our office is located at

4 18 Mineral Avenue in Libby.
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ASK EPA

Questions and Answers
about Asbestos and EPA’s Investlgatlon

- Q: What will EPA be WOrking on now that the cleanup actions
. are being shut down for the winter?

A: The asbestos exposure investigation is being done in phases. EPA is
currently finalizing plans to do Phase 2 of the Libby site investigation.

Phase 1 of the investigation (all the sampling that has taken place to date)
revealed tremolite asbestos fibers in some samples of indoor air, dust, soil, and
insulation. The greatest emphasis has been placed on collection and analysis of
air samples because inhalation poses the greatest health risk from asbestos.
EPA collected most air samples using a stationary air monitor located in the
prmclpal living area of the home. The concentration of fibers was estimated
using Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM). Phase 1 was necessary to
determine whether there was need for an emergency response in residential !
areas in and around Libby.

Phase 2 is intended to measure more specifically any asbestos exposure during
residents’ routine activities. Phase 2 tasks include:

routine and special activities in and around Libby i.e., vacuuming, dusting
working in an attic, gardening, etc.;

2) comparmg those measurements to data collected from statlonary
air monitors at the same location;

3) analyzing the air samples by both the TEM and PCM methods in order
to see the relationship between the two;

4) determmmg which type of measurement is most approprlate, and

5) using the data to help assess health risk to people who engage in the types
of routine and special activities investigated during the study.

1) measuring asbestos levels in the air when individuals are engaged in I

EPA invites public comment on the Phase 2 Sampling and Quality Assurance |
Project Plan. The draft Plan can be found in the EPA information centeror |
with and CAG member. Comments received by January 1st will be fully
considered and may be incorporated into the final version of the Plan. EPA

hopes to begin sampling in early February.

For more information call:
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordmator,

at 406-441-1150 x241 or

Dr. Chris Weis, Science Coordinator at 303-312-6671
Nov & 1, Q060
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growing Vegetationand

A W.R, Grace executive his acoepted an’ . InaNo ice - mer mine site; and barred EPA from dump-  still capableof Veg g
B L ' Sl serving as owth medmm;for.:ggy,epipg‘

© ingthe materials.” - - 1. ‘serving as: @ Srow

~ " According to Grace, " aréas at the mine niceding additional recla- -
because EPA has not tested the'soil to iden- matibm”_'he;said."ffT his is.a possible ele- -
',"tify'-p()ssible,coﬁtaminant's otherithan’.” ,'ment:bfrqclamagiogzt‘batsquuld s unavail- - .
_,.,v"a;'ﬁasbestos_.lEPAhasﬁled’-'a.lav'vsi;i.t-in'an_' e -able if the contaming!  materiabis-ulti- 1
. attempt to gain access. L © . miately shipped to.anothier site ,fo_i%}.(;vlisp?s’-d-v‘ EE

access was refused

ing with Environmental Protection.

cy officials:in an attempt to-tesolve

access issues on Grace-controlled property

intheLibbyarea. . = o omek
In an Oct. 30 jetter, Racicot urged Grace. L

and the EPA to work together-on issues’ . i

from Gov. Marc Racicot to facilitate a

o The estimated 70,000 cubic'yardsof . al? cLo e
CQﬁ:t?\miﬂ’titédss.,Oil'iat'théi-sﬁfcenihg plant’ - - The qontau;inated-'sbiliis-'-he'mg storedat .
guld benefit f;ec_lamation<"e,ff0rts"at7gtﬁe' former séreening e th .
iine site, Racicot said in-his le Her o
Mo BPA. . o
'« Althiough the soil is contaminated,

involving disposal of asbestos-contaminat- ing
* ed soil at the former Grdcg mine site. He:
also offered to participate in'a'meeting
between upper level Grace and EPA-of
. cials. i e

S s s e

this fapot
his letter.
“In-addition to: refusing to"al
the EPA to dispose of materials _ . '
the mine site, Grace has barred th Lo B
1 agency.from taking clganupﬂ{"act'i'oné‘\
{. on KDC properties adjagent to the
'\ scréenirig plant site. Alan ‘Stringer;
- - Grace’s resentative in Libby,
-} said the company has offered’to’
- clean up those sites with! the gver-. '
-t sight of the ‘EPA ‘but_has not
- | gecelved ‘# response from the

- agency: R

JOEUEE S e

dswlti=l



To the Edltor _

* We have been approached. on-
different occasions by folks who
have heard that we made a settle-
ment with W.R. Grace. Apparently -

these people feel we have gamed a -

very mgniﬁcant sum of 1 money
False rumor.

Unfortunately yve are still the -

" Parkers who have not been reim-
bursed for loss of personal busi-

People out31de of Libby care about what is happemng

To the Editor:

. As most of you know, I grew up

in the great town of Libby, Mon-
tana.

- I graduated from leby Senior -

: ngt\ in 1981 And then moved fo

. and we can get back on our feef -
+and.get on. with our life.

s ——— O s ...

) ) wc.mf\’l‘ NQ.N-S - R
~Parkers haven t gotten wealthy or taken care of by Grace

.ness or real property, We’ have not

signed an agreement with Grace or

~ the EPA in terms of what you. see
as you drive by our property o=
-Montana Highway 37. We dre Just- N
like you folks, tiying to make ago =
good fortune ‘and want to thank -
" those who injtiated them, Everyone "
-“in life has fantasies and'fortunately - |
", now know the true facts.

of it until the clean-up-is complete :

‘The clean-up On Our property. .

. was des;gnated as of “Immedlate ‘

way we can do this is to reach out

‘to other communities all over the . -
- country for support. And my mis-_

- sion in life now is to get this infor-
) mation out 10 as many commumtles ;
. as poss&ble

dia, such as newspa-

h’en; 'and only _then, .

_mpasmon”’for the citizens of our
mmunity.”

- yond out wxldest dreams. But re-

hat.we need todois

sion, radio; etc. I've spo-_

. Concem” and the restoratlon of our- -
" land was orxgmally scheduled to.be
, ”completed by Oct. 30. This as you

are aware of i is not gomg o hap- ‘
pen.
“We have heard rumors of our-

.~ for us you have fulfilled ours be-

-1 love beby, Montana, and hope

_to someday’ soon move back to’ that ',
" state.

“And I just want everyone 0.

know that you all have the support‘ )
- of people. that care erough'to listen,
My emplo¥er has graciously donat-"-

ed ribbon: for; your suppert commit-.

workets that are: wxllmg t6 wear

Thxs is my way of saymg we’ re

NN 15 2000

" 'Nor the vehxcles we are. dnvmg

vout hete and we’ re; behmd beby

_ portunity-to share my-thoughts on 3
. this awful situation. Our pra; ers args
, ‘ thh everyone in Libby. - )
- these ribbons in.support of the: fine' .

_-people of Libby.People do care, -
. they just need to be told of the. dev-

* -astation that i is occumng inmy: :
" hometown. .

O S, PR

;- For those who have: mltlated

o Mel and Lerah Par

every step of: the way. Until W.R. °

- Grace is held accountable; we will &4
- "not rest. Keep up the great work
and please send me as- muck infor- £
-mation as yow:can, so I can coritin- §2

ue to. spread the word it local and *’

i blg city: newspapers across Cahfor— -

tee. His name’is Mike Suppe and he .
‘ represents the Loss Prevention'De- ~
‘partment at Michaels RDC., in: Lan-
* scaster, Calif, I have: several co-

nia. ¢
Thank you for glvmg me this op&"ﬁ

Jamie MacDonal g

PS. Please. send me any 1 new infor-',&

' mation at - _ ? ,
f_ ,Blondebomber3680@cs com Ln
. S Y 1
| - - - [T} o

*
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«By RAY STOUT .
- - "Western News Reporter -
.In a four-month period, the med-
ical screening program for asbestos-
related disease ran 6,075 peopie
through the breathing test and chest

- X-raygsaid Myrna Lundy, site

coordmator, .

“That™ more than twice the 3,000

people the federal Agency for Toxic

Substances and Disease Registry i
: ‘ostlmated ‘would take part.

" Thursday, Nov. 2, was the final
day- for: the: testmg program, which

“beganJuly. 5 in a new, modular

building-beside the Prompt Care

- medical: «clinic. The.program was

designed to identify people who

‘may have problems due to mhalmg _

W esr'e.BN'

program tests 6075 people -

zws

Aasbestos from a former vermlcuhte

. mine near Libby.

Asbestos, an invisible mineral
fiber, is known to cause damage to
lunigs and lang linings. :

Counting the 70 people tested in
Elko, Nev.,, in late October, 6,145
people partncnpated in the ‘screening,
Lundy said.

‘The Nevada testmg was Iaunched

because. a concentration of former
- Libby residents moved there in

search of mining jobs after the W.R. *
- Grace mine shut down in 1990. -

The overall test data is to help
identify people with asbestos-related-
health problems as well as identify
exposure pathways by which people

came in contact with the asbestos :

N 8 Joc0a.

‘ _ contammated vermiculite.

"The end of testing for the yeat'
brings an end.to the most visible
phase of the Libby Community

‘Envirénmental Hedlth Project.

‘ATSDR has targeted January for
issuing 'a formal report. That will
summarize the. rehmmary informa-

-tion for the first 3,000 people who

had X-rays and lung-ﬁmctlon tests,

~-and discuss the number of abnor- E
* malities found. »

. The testing personne] will move
out of the’ facxhty by Nov 14,
Lundy-said."

Test’ partlclpants are to receive
their individual results in the mail

“about three months aﬁer they were

tested

EPA cleans Vennlcuhte from yards in aneapohs

® More homes targeted
for cleanup next spring

Workers from the Environmental
Protec’ﬂon /Agency completed

remowng asbestos contaminated

soil earlier this month from 21
northeast aneapolrs ‘homes;
4 The anea%‘éii‘s’ Star-
T E‘fﬁﬁz DG K
‘Wor
es of’ t’qpsoﬂ from' gardens, flower
béds. and tnpaved- driveways
replacm" t_wnth clean soil or grav-

"“’“’ b ”5"tute {hitheir yards

1S s Temoved snx 1018 mch-' “Cleanup is expected in the sprmg‘ E

“vermiculite . processed at the
Western Mineral Products Co. plant

that operated from the 1930s :
through late 1980s processing ver--
- miculite from the Libby mine into

Zonolite insulation. A “free rock”
pile made material -available to the

public at the plant. The Star-~
~Fribune reported: that:neiglibors:.:

used the material. as<a sand subs

on the properties- at two. dozen more
homes. '

The newspaper story reported ‘s
.of receiving: federal fundmg 0.
| cover costs. g

that the EPA has. had contact with
322 property owners in northeast

TN s VT

: 40 cost $600000 and is bemg,
-* .through AU

. aneapohs and mspected sml at

200 properties.."
While the EPA. is concentratmgo

on residential property, the State of -

Minnesota is taking charge of the. -

~ cleanup at the former processing .
-plant, reported. the ‘Star-Tiibune. .

The residential cleanup is expected

the,poflhmon ‘source.ata later date ,
In. addition, state health ofﬁclals.
expect to conduct a community -
exposure investigation with hopes -
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Questlons and Answers -
about Asbestos and EPA’s Investlgatlon

_é

l Q I’ve heard that meo]n County 1s developmg a reglstry of

\ 4.9‘“61/

. What benefit w1ll there be for me: to put my name on thls hst" -

A The program ’s purpose is to create a database of vermlcuhte-
- " insulated structures, llstmg the number, locatlon, S1ze and
3 condltlon of these bulldlngs. o : o

The mformatlon wﬂl help

A ' 'Identlfy areas where there may be hlgher r1sk for asbestos

.. exposure. . =
‘B. - Spot structures whlch may need more matenals or alr samphng
Co Identxfylng potentlal need for addltlonal amblent air. momtormg

- -sites. -
D.- -Provndmg basehne mformatlon on the scope and 51ze of any future

- _cleanup or removal programs.

Your partlc1patlon w1ll help meoln County secure fundlng to conduct =
home and air samphng The registry could lead to help for removal or
cleanup of 1nsulatlon, dependmg on the results of EPA’s rlsk assessment :

To obtam a reglstry form or for answers to your questlons concermng the- ;
- program, contact the Lincoln County Environmental Health Department
at 293 7781 ext 228 Thelr off' ice lS located at 418 Mmera] Ave. in leby.

You may also contact EPA’s Commumty lnvolvement Coordmator

Wend’" Thorm at 406-441«-1 lSGext.t



By ROGER MORRIS

; ' Western News Publisher .
DeSlgnatxon of leby as 4 medicall
inderserved commumty is being pursued
$ part of the effort to expand local health |
are services, local and state ofﬁcnals said .
1st ‘week durmg:the szens Advjsory
meeting.
esignation is the ﬁrst step m the

lity: recéiving a federally qualified-

ealth center, said Rick Palagi; CEO. and -
dministrator at St. John’s Lutheran L
fospital in Libby: .+ - -
That desxgnanon oould brmg a “chunk of .

".,_

i Commued from Page 1
takes 6.

center could. be a. well
separate physical plant from! the
existing hospital ot the services can -t
be incorporated w1thm the exi”'t" o
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‘TOSC offers
techhelp to

.'tana Tech An- Butte
the localvcommumty .

“We're iot-going fo 'come in‘and’
say ‘this'is what you. should do:or

this s’ hat you shouldn’t do,”

' said:“We breakdown other
people s reports and: present it. We
interpret the data so it 1s under-
standable.”.. :

Presentl jtherearetwo locanons :
jin the Libby area where cleanup. |
efforts are:under way:to remove
asbestos’ contaminated vermiculite .
left behind‘by W.R. Grace from its:
former; vermiculite mine and pro-
cessmg plant Grace closed the
mine in 1990 and finished dlsman 5
tlmg its operations by 1992.. = © |

Mellott-said TOSC. would ‘pro-
vide fundamental science informa-
tion, interpret reports and-summa-
rize them,:clarify the regulatory
process and provide snte specific
information. : g
' al also,help:orgamze i

rts.




. 'small sarixplmg in'the leby asbestos me
O creening program have been rcferred
. for further evaluation, said a fe

S The samplmg was'based on avajlable :
tistics for 429 séts of % X-rays: exammed {dikof
ung abnoimalities or pleural thickeni ng o
h ardenmg of the wail of the lung

- Contmued from Page 1 .. 7 said. ' I

Lybarger explamed that ATS

ing to collect and. orgéL
lab fro

t. 26, ATSDR ha "
; ents wnth:S 952‘
people completmg the screemng g
of Qct, 31. L

{ n'the- bell;;' plp
code; roughly 660 of the people
ut. - ‘'worked for. W, R. Grace or fo

-, contractor workmg with- asbest
contammated yermtcullte 1,085

mcl_u‘d.e,d a Grag emp‘loyge
Lyba vill have ‘a wnt,t o
report o tattstlcal breakdowﬁg'_"j‘ .

 “The wntten report wxll f‘oc
on providing you the community
to startA donng“ health care‘ la;i-

: «'_;' Logal stats and federal médn _3 R
v age of people needmg ditiot officials have been’ estlmatmg tha =
evaluatnon w:ll‘; ﬂuctuate up and 10-15 percent’ of" the people in'the

S " Libb; 'medical creeni frm

mklmg of
‘what we' ate starting. to find,” he.”

‘ah aﬁbestos-related'dlsease» .

v
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'fom 1ssmners‘ letter called insu tm"g to communlty, asbestos victims "
t'lé“def? ._;'ifbing messcleaned up. Imlgb‘él : %
)
2
'Y
4

1o, by Yeronpor

“To the Edltor' '_ e " could serve on 'the cot‘nmttt for ,':,struly grea CEEE
1 find the letter from the county _ oversee the spending.of the money I find it offensive that the com- ) well throw in our local news medna,
- commissioners published in The - . This was denied also. : ‘_gmnssxoners refer to the; outside riedi er -
Western News offensive to me, the - “We know the posmon of Mr J

victims of asbestosis and the voters ;. Crismore and Burns and other. elect- -
: :of meoln Countyf T . ed and self-appomted leaders of thls

thexr eﬁ'orts intheir monetary‘fhelp ?"-13"“Bnll swhich would' havje‘been a’ B
- for the commumty This is fme and - -ballout for'the asbestos companies - -
: jelpé " Only when. agroup

nit, ff the bill,. but publxcly
M. Crismore, the 'sélf-appoin uppo use version of the ] i
. head of the committee 'has publlcly ‘bill. His refusal.to even met with -1 would like'to petsonal y
stated that none of the money will = - this: delegatxon in Washington, D. C., . the'self-serving egotxstx
go for victims’ relief or cleanup. Mr. - is not a sign of someone who was o officials, the caring and:ge
"Crismore was also asked by.the vie- - voted in to represent all of the peo-  concern that they have'shy
tims 1f someone from then' group:- .- ple.of Montana. Is thisa signofa ! getting thls corporate, money-gru

sick and dymg in.th




. asked by that: group to'write a short p iece’
“let: people know what this is about.”

“around town siiicé the Conference on A es
- that was held here in September Thate

* in the past weeks they’ve taken:more ribb

- go out, that the.number of people know
. have asbestos-related iliness is gradual
© ing. We’re aware too that each of thosé num-_ :
" ease, but that mdlvxdual’s famlly, frten

“illness impacts in turn the church ‘group, the -

bowling league; the organizations people vol- - - "jstrengths. by agreemg on‘one. smgle pnnclple o ‘the support: group JSor individuals-impacted. by
~unteer for, and the stores they shopat. * - *' " we'putinplicea foundation to work from, « - «asbestos; she is a medical so¢ial worker at:
- "Asbestos exposure.—one- way. ot another— . The polmcs of asbestos exposure will be- . John's Lutheran Hospital and including thejs

* . every organization in our comimunity. No rial

Blue rlbbons supp_; rt o'calfj,‘_‘e

o By Laura Sedler .
Asa facthtator of the Support Group ' for
Individuals Impacted by -Asbestos I've been "

Your’ve hkely seen ‘some blue nbbon

was begun by wotnen in the support grou

around town, askmg local businesses to-d
,them, encouraging people to wear a rib
Why?, you might ask. i
Most of us are aware, as the screen’

osses asbestos exposure has aused in'somany. .

of ourilives; Agreement on this:one:poein} inay;:
be the’ basis:for- coming: together and findin
the. wotk of art hidden i in.the destruction. .-
; Please’ coﬂsnder pmm on.a blue: nbbon, :
g and showing your support for asbestos victis
"Laura Sedler:is not-only the facilitator

bers represents not only an ‘individual®

employets. and co-workers. Each. individua

has 1mpactefl everyone, every busmess, and

- "Wlth us for a long time; the suffermg of those . Community Healthline, a manthly series.of
éen ' i illbe. - . educational articles that appear. in The' ;:

“remind Western' NeWS on current medxcal

concerns EELA :

ter where you come down along the contmuum
of blame, responsrblltty, and who should pay




ﬁdldates
pledge su ort{ _‘

BY LYNNETTE HINTZE
. Special to the News - - .
Candldates in key Montana- polltlcal races pledged

' rt-to asbes
' tf}r‘:g ﬁ%;' residents about how they would handle the

asbestos-related leglslatlon

ts dled N
tivist Gayla Beneﬁeld whose paren i
frc};':xbgb::to: disease linked.to-exposure from the for

mer W.R:: Grace verrmcuhte mine near Libby; wrote

- the letter- signed by ‘more than’ 2
_‘Since the letter ‘went -out to-can

v ’ll take politi-. :
ld’ letter asked candidates if they |
‘ E:ln:::fmbfmons from the asbestos mdustry and. hov.v L

-they ‘stand on the pendmg Fmrness in Asbestos f

R pensation Act. o
gzzocratxc congresswna] candldate Nancy Keenan'

said taking campalgﬂ money
!‘sPleasemomllgassured that 1 have not and wﬂlm taccept '

-* their allies,” Keenan said‘inalétter to- Benefiel

... Keenan’s opponent, Repubhcan Dennis Relibe

uestton H.IS .
address the pOlstlcal contnbut.lo.n qu pberg: wrtl

‘ ‘ thathe
e alread sald on numerous occasmns
\geultlsn{oh;sake surey that victims are justly compensat-

to sue for punitive damages. .
geg;loitrg:: U.S. Senate: candidate Brian Schweltzer

X bestos industry. But there’s an ongoing
g:;:tteh :v:sh his opponent, incumbent Republican -

-

" contributions from asbestos-related entities.
Schweltzer claims Burns

beb

wara.m N«-w.s' Nev 3,

tos victims, in response to a query

00 Libby residents. .
didates Iast. week, -

d-the”
L-CIO labor organizations an
M:ulo?;llwsgcmuon of soc1a1 workers have ]omed her- ]

from the asbestos mdustry » I

* any political contnbutlons from the asbestos: ndustsym' o

told Libby residents he wouldn’t take contributions . .-

- Conrad Burns, about how. muich each-has: rece_wed m o

has taken more than'$500 000 A
from the asbestos mdustry, mcludmg $1 57, 000 in du'ectﬁ_- ‘

See Candidates on' Bage 8 o

Candldates

Contmued from Page. 1

donations from- trade associations

" and. other affiliates that would be

-| .. affected by-the outcome of asbestos
. legislation: - - v

. Burns’ campalgn spokesman_‘_

1. 'Dick Wadhams claimed Schieitzer
. has accepted $135,000, Targely

‘from trial lawyers who stand to

" gain financially from asbestos liti- .

gation. - :
Democratic gubernatorial candi-

_date Mark O’Keefe said he hasn’t
© received any contributions from the

. asbestos indu » :
“All Montanans deserve a gover- .

nor-who will ‘work for ‘Montana

family interests, not specnal mter- ‘
-ests,” O’Keefe sa1d
“The situation in Libby is.a good :

example why: Montana needs an.
mdependent governor.”

“Republican gabernatorial candi- - -

date Judy Martz has not yet rephed

s ‘to Benefield’s letter.

Several candidates rexterated

. th ition to the Fairnes
‘ed;” Mikkelsen said, addmgihat Rehberg favors: allOW-.‘ 1 eir opposition to the Fairness in

Asbestos Compensatlon Act, a fed:

. vera] ‘bill-that dldn’t muster enough 3
supporttopass _
' Bums was a co sponsor of the Kali

5 blll but in March w1thdrew s
. contributions and the rest in indirect -

' push for stronger penalties for

“stand up-to"W.R. Grace and L

sponsorshlp, saymg the: b‘imiﬁg '
“hopelessly mired in. contro CISy
At the time, he'said he*d wd
authors of a similar. House: bil

-panies that don’t make good:
settlement offers to asbestos
tims. He also pushed for pumtﬂg
damages, strict and enforceab$v
time limits for participants m}a&{
admlmstranve-clalms process, afic
-a provision allowing victims to
ceed to court without medlatlon;

‘Schweitzer said it’s’ ti;

them accountable for their actionsg
“T would-take. every opport(mﬁ’k'
to explore the evidence. of the dapi- .

- ‘gers.of asbestos and consider a b

similar -to the ban: in may§ .
European countrles, Schwext_’ X
Keenan told Beneﬁeld she wou

-urge: the Justice: Department t@ '
-investigate possible criminal actu_a-f

ty by Grace executives “who kn W
ingly exposed mine worker
the;r families to fatal le
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Asbestos Medzcal Screenmgs wihere the for

N by A stipulst
l i' . . “To the Edlm: mallel' sent out by “aw require!

_ Ormer 1 y A ree e, candidate I comacuﬂty_ county recel

: 'Caun"sione"r contains SOme dn on county ro¢

© commis oty tely mlslea ) g- used 1o su

" For decat

‘ires1dents tested L SomlmmedROT el

_ - : . Tes nd. nOt seem om
o . :’ . ; ‘ . gi,rmaﬁy “ \;ozéddﬂectly to a ig‘::flgl: the
| -vat ko, aeva a L o e B S obe
S ' e b po‘mctatemem contained in ;n ‘reserve has
By RAY STOUT IRRER | .‘]’-“-"; mailer reflected notocl,lxll}’ent, This res‘??vjl
E ' Western News Reporter S L t;l: integrity. of his nnepR ose, %
; Seventy former leby-area resxdents about o Lo Commissioner Maria rosrity and
~one for every 83 testedin Libby, went through o " put also agalnst the “:ne “nbers of -~ Other 1'law ¢
- "--the screening for asbestos-related diseasesin . . - P honesty. of th other S commts" federal atélt
~ * Elko, Nev:, dast week, accordmg to th _L'xbby . oo ast and-cu ﬂ’em county ¢ earnings an
- _screening: site coordinator, L C g\ that theS 21 PQ“'of coe_st
| .. Ninety three people had regtstered a rate of tes these 10V

: 1 James msm - ounty
-ent, said Myma Lundy,Who oversees . - [ mmfm‘ «gurplus in the ©
on of the beby Commumty '

: 3¢ project offers

©abreathing test and GGI am

5 chest X-rays. It’sa -

- large-scale effortto . 90 p er Cent
detenhme theextent - . Conﬁdent

_.of disease caused by

* asbestos, a mineral that We
" fiber unearthed ata
_xformer ve_rrmcuhte T ar e g()lng
'mme nearLibby. " T
. The diseases have . tO gO
_no known curesand. abOVC
. mclude asbestosis,” = -
* _mesothelioma, cancer = - 6 000
of the lungs, lung lin- _
{ ingsand other can- , 'fpeople :
cers. o tested 99
- The 70 people test- M L d
edm Elko bring the -~ - yrna d'“‘ Yy
total numbet of peo- coordinator -
ple partxclpatmg in - 9

- the screening process 105,912 through Sunday L
- night, Lundy said. Appomtments m both areas - B
tota]ed 6,873. :
Elko.was chosen as a second testmg sxte B
because many former Libby residents niow live - - - ‘
there, Families from Libby moved to the Elko % .
area in search ofmmmg_]obs aﬁer the Gtace Cen b
operation closed in 1990. e
- “The Elko testing was held Monday through A
Sunday, Lundy said. Results,wﬂl be matled to .
- individuals as the cootdmating ot ion, the
_federal Agency for Toxic Substan :
. DiscaseRegisiry, detymmines the
contamination from the Libitwy tine.
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ASK EPA""\U" sTer™d No.w.s A‘J e

Quest1ons and Answers .
about Asbestos and EPA s lnvestlgatlon

3%;4;;%.~'v,-';:‘,5;v;-a;sz,.m:e;m vi

B

T T KN
2R R do LA S AR

Q: When can we expect the Agency for Toxnc Substances and
Disease Registry to report on the results of asbestos medlcal

,"testing now 'ung_ierway in leby"

A November 2000 As mdmdual results_ e sent to “partlclpants,

“the Agency for: Toxic Substances and Dlsease Reglstry TSDR). Wlll

‘: 3 - begin prov1d1ng updates on the number of: :,people tested and the

percentage of individuals 'w1th abnorma, test results. e 1

updates will be based on increasing numbers of respondents, t |
percentage of abnormal results may change over time.. Prelim _'{_'. ary ¥
"’nformatlon W1ll be presented at the November 1 Commumty S

J anuary’2001 ATSDR w1ll lssue e the

summanzmg prehmmary mformatlon from first :
partlclpants receiving x-rays and lung functlo_.,' es

* _t

| v»swall contam mforma 0

June 2001 ATSDR wﬂl release summanzmg data gathered
from all respondents who partlclpated in the medlcal testmg R '

program.

P

For more mformatlon call
ATSDR Dan Holcomb at 1-888-42-ATSDR
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Burns lost touch W1th Montana

712 Té the Edi |
215 Gorback: t(l:(lSSS Re - Bumms has accepted $500,000 from -
/ { iyhen then candidate Beunrl;sm;:esg Gl ;?rporatéons who deal in asbesto;n
= 0 ‘wonder Bi
/: ?ttyedassaenv%tothohn Melcher’s senior-  or Suppo;;d t?x?rsr ?as Olo-sponsored
1.9 eianwh ashington, D.C. Pohtl- * that kind:of mon eﬂg115 ption. With
2 who had lost touch with- . - ‘tions, such Wey ese Corpara-’
- ontana. Now Senator Burns - expec’:t a t?lsm R. Grace, can
4o ﬁts Montanans to associate lns C Bums Fefum o investment ﬁ'om 4
In thati ?.? P4 £$Befsenate as something - Grace has’ already killed hi |
would h%{ e us t:;(ﬂ’lg‘;’t“&“; 1}:8= : ::lnredts mdlell;)y and the: numbg?-wﬂl
\ Pmmlsedtobeatw - . ost undoul tedly,bemthete :
g o-term senater.  thousands across this nation asns o*
i

" He-flat lied to us. The
, ere is o '
 @enclusion to come 1o, © other ABums just-continues to rake in thenr :
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PI‘O_]eCt 56 accusations -

‘By BRENT SHRUM
~ Western News Reporter. .
The dlrector of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s cleanup operatjons in.
' 'Ltbby has'refuted accusations that EPA’ -

levels of. alrbome‘asbestos contamination,

l '.‘ment by “Project 56,” a'local group that

" has been critical of ‘state; local and federal
) govemment agencies on a wide range of

- issues. The: group contended that the EPA’s

EP accused

| 'l Peronard responds to |

actionsare exposing the public to increased i

At'issue isa recent newspaper advertise- o

te;cleanup area, Pemnard said. .

ignores the fact that there were fibers
ind nobody was doing anything to
control _them before the: cleanup work,” he

' While there isno safe level_ of exposute
1o asbestos -fworker-protectto standards
have been setat .10 fibers per cubic cen-
g ‘air, Before cleanup started at the -
ark, levels:as high as ,009 fibers .
o Te.( detected around the-area’s. .
penmeter, and indoot sampling found up to
2. fibers per.cc; Peronard said. S
2 You can’t Just leave it there because

See EPA accused on Page 8

Pro_;ect 56's advertisement focuses o
the fact that some ﬁbers have been detec

giontmued from Page 1 o
.. .there’s exposure,” he said; “We -
knew that;. that’s why we Etarted the
cleanup »
Since work began the hi
ghest
reading around the erimet
been .002 fibérs per cg ¢ o has
‘It wasn’t there the next day, »

sample.”

..“

Peronard sand “What it'r
‘means is we found a ﬁbe in the

i Elevated levels of airbo
asbestos have been found: inside th
‘buildings at the industrial park dur-
ing cleanup work, Peronard sand
‘That actually is a very expected

‘ reslglt " he satd »
ust-control efforts ass
"' with the ¢leanup have bese: :?feic-l '
rne tive in keeping fibers from spread- -
-~ ing and redycing the public’s €xpo-
sure to asbestos. fibers, Peronard |
said. “When.we’re done, we-will
. have ehmmated it,” he satd

\

)




2-The Western News, Libby,' MT., Friday, October 27, 2000

-—

‘Clean it up

One of my favorite statements, usually made by uncar-
ing bureaucrats involved with environmental cleanups, is
“the best technology we have.”

Thankfully I haven’t heard that yet from Paul Per.onard,
on-scene coordinator for the Environmental Protection
Agency, about the asbestos cleanup.

- Instead Peronard is taking the position of ‘why take a
chance?’ And that benefits this community in the long
run, :
Back in the late 1980s, a representative of the Depart-
ment of Energy came to Gunnison, Colo., where 1 was
working. He called a public meeting to discuss a trouble- -
some pile of uranium tailings on the south edge of the

city. ‘
t")F(he tailings, acres and acres of yellow cake-like materi-
al, were more than 60 feet deep and extended beneath the
surface far enough to have contaminated the local ground-
water. It didn’t help that the pile was sitting at the conflu-
ence of a major creek and river. A plume of ux}derground
pollution extended far downstream contamipa_tmg the
drinking water for a large, exclusive subdivision and well
beyond. - :

Anyway, the DOE officials kept telling us that the ura-
nium tailings were located at the site in the late 1940s and
1950s using the best technology of the day. Then the')t
proposed to use the best technology of today to stabilize
and contain the pile at it’s existing site.

A considerable number of people made noise tha? mov-
ing the material created more of a hazard than}egvmg it
in place. Fortunately, saner heads prevailed pointing out
that leaving it in place only created the potential for con-
tinuing problems in the future, when we would discover
once again that the best technology of the day wasn’t
good enough.

This was a S21 million project when it started and the
community did not have thie resources to solve the prob-
lem. The DOE did.

In LIvLy today, we have precious iittie private land and
it would seem extreme folly to limit its use forever by
leaving the contaminated vermiculite in place and simply
capping it. We’d be facing continuous uncertainty as to
the safety of people living nearby and using that property.
We’d be faced with a greater and longer effort at air mon-
itoring. .

It’s disengenuous of Project 56 to bring their anti-feder-
al government agenda to this issue without regularly at- .
tending the Citizens Advisory Group meeting s and par- -
ticipating in the discussion. The only thing they can ac-
complish with this type of rhetoric is delaying the cleanup
efforts beyond W.R. Grace’s present efforts and extending
the period of time that residents of this area are exposed
to harmful materials.

This is one of the reasons I proposed a few weeks back
that the county and city come together to hire outside ex-
pertise so local interests were represented. I have no doubt
that the EPA is doing and will do an excellent job clean-
ing up the contaminated areas. It’s Just that at some point
the community will have choices to make and it’s better
to have more advice that just the EPA’s or the fear and
hysteria stirred up by an antj-government group.

As to D.C. Orr’s assertion in a letter on this page that
the city council meeting on granting a variance to city
zoning code on the asphalt issue was “above board:” It
doesn’t matter.

The city council violated the state’s open meeting law
by not advertising that meeting. The council also violated
the state constitution, which specifically requires all levels
of government in Montana to do everything they can to
encourage public participation in the governing process.

If found guilty in a court of law, any decisions made
during these illegal meetings are voided.

I'm surprised the “constitutionalists” haven’t seized on
this. Or do we only cite the constitution when it fits our
personal agendas? — Roger Morris

[ —




B ~yoq know that: the EPA’s work plan ,g
 that was-endorsed by the council: *, .-
¢ .the letters concemmg the'asphalt .- doesn't protect you from bemg ex-
- ‘plant. People seem to think this‘'was . *posed to asbestos: That environmen- &5
- done-in secret and are upset because tal disaster is going to make putting ronmental concam before they act -
 they didn’t have an opportumty to _asphalt Plant in'town look like'a ..~ you should get your: chancé at the
; ‘comment on'this'action... "~ . . : commumty Jbeautification: project. : - next council meeting on Nov.6at7
.1 must come to the'defense. of the " -\Only by taking the time to read - < . p.m. Come to-that-meeting and com-
: .C1ty Councxl I was present at. the - that document would you see that . ment on the City: of Libby’s applica-
”specnal nmeeting called: by the mayor Ahe. lahguag_ ' "t c'ontamed - “the: ,
- togive! Universal Development ay ‘will be erected at'a locatxon S ronmental Quahty for the. purpose of
{ variance, It was all open and above by the City of Libby.. "~ landfarmmg hamrdous waste:at the”
i~ hoard.. . reason for: ehdorsmg | cemetery'— '
¥ That'ts not to say. that this counc ipl ad been one.of -~ ballﬁelds Haven t we been there be-
1 wasn’t counting on the- apathy of the . -only two. citizens at that meeting you _fore?" ;

{" people they serve to slide one by . - would have seen 4 councilman make . Yes, you heard that nght Inanef
. you, You have to be at these’ meet- - -a.motion to put at,$400,00Q asset: . : vfort to cover.up the folly of 4 city 0
mgs 10 see what goes'on.. - .. onthe mayor’s roperty mstead of ficial, the mayor and his cronies =

Only by bemg mvolved would usmg it for the: c1ty” S .have allowed hazardous waste to be
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Public not endangered says EPA

By Brent Shrum, Western News Reporter /0 / 23 /00

The director of the Environmental Protection Agency’s cleanup operations in Libby has
refuted accusations that EPA actions are exposing the public to increased levels of airborne
asbestos contamination,

At issue is a recent newspaper advertisement by “Project 56,” a local group that has been
critical of state, local and federal government agencies on a wide range of issues. The
group contended that the EPA’s statement that the community is not being exposed to
dangerous levels of contamination caused by the cleanup is “untrue, fiction, fantasy, a
fabrication.”

Paul Peronard, EPA on-scene coordinator, said cleanup operations have reduced the
amount of airborne fibers around the perimeter of former W.R. Grace facilities at the city’s
industrial park and at the mouth of Rainy Creek, EPA on-scene coordinator Paul Peronard
said.

“What you’ve got to remember is we found fibers there before we started,” Peronard said.
Project 56’s advertisement focuses on the fact that some fibers have been detected in the
cleanup area, Peronard said.

“It ignores the fact that there were fibers there and nobody was doing anything to control
them before the cleanup work,” he said.

While there is no safe level of exposure to asbestos, worker-protectlon standards have been
set at .10 fibers per cubic centimeter of air. Before cleanup started at the industnial park,
levels as high as .009 fibers per cc were detected around the area’s perimeter, and indoor
sampling found up to .02 fibers per cc, Percnard said.

“You can’t just leave it there because there’s exposure,” he said. “We knew that; that’s
why we started the cleanup.”

Since work began, the highest reading around the perimeter has been .002 fibers per cc.
“Tt wasn’t there the next day,” Peronard said. “What it really means is we found a fiber in
the sample.”

Elevated levels of airborne asbestos have been found inside the buildings at the industrial
park during cleanup work, Peronard said.

“That actually is a very expected result,” he said.

Dust-control efforts assaciated with the cleanup have been effective in keepmg fibers from
spreading and reducing the public’s exposure to asbestos fibers, Peronard said. “When
we’re done, we will have eliminated it,” he said.

http:/fwww.thewesternnews. com/wnnews/octnews.htm 10/27/00
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Asbestos issue makes asphalt plant look like beautification proj

To the Editor;
I’ve noticed a common theme in the letters concerning the asphalt plant. People seem to think this was ¢
secret and are upset because they didn’t have an opportunity to comment on this action.

I must come to the defense of the City Council. I was present at the special meeting called by the mayor
give Universal Development a variance. It was all open and above board.

That is not to say that this council wasn’t counting on the apathy of the people they serve to slide one b:
You have to be at these meetings to see what goes on.

Only by being involved would you know that the EPA’s work plan that was endorsed by the council dos
protect you from being exposed to asbestos. Thet environmental disaster is going to make putting an as
plant in town look like a community beautification project.

LOnly by taking the time to read that document would you see that the language it contained — “the struc
will be erected at a Jocation to be selected by the City of Libby _— was the real reason for endorsing th
If you had been one of only two citizens at that meeting you would have seen a councilman make a mot:
lput that $400,000 asset on the mayorr’s property instead of usmg it for the city.

It may be too late to affect council’s decisions in the two previous actions, asphalt or asbestos, but if yo
to have a say in an environmental concern before they act you should get your chance at the next counci
meeting on Nov. 6 at 7 p.m. Come to that meeting and comment on the City of Libby’s application to M
Department of Environmental Quality for the purpose of landfarming hazardous waste at the cametery -
dangerously close to the ballfields. Haven't we been there before?

Yes, you heard that right. In an effort to cover up the folly of a city official, the mayor and his cronies h:
allowed hazardous waste to be placed on the graves of Libby’s dead. They called this a “personnel issue
would be kept confidential and hidden from the public.

The presence of more waste makes it necessary for them to continue the practice of hauling contaminate
from private property to city property in the future. To do so they must apply for permission from DEQ
it becomes a public issue.

1If you are uncomfortable with this scenario, come to the meeting and ask the hard questions necessary t
determine why they continue {0 operate in a manner so detrimental to the community they profess to lov
D.C. Orr

—e
s

http://www.libby.org/WesternNews/letters/newlet. hitm 10/27/00
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Cleanitup  (Jesku, eos )3 for

One of my favorite statements, usnally made by uncaring bureaucrats involved with
environmental cleanups, is “the best technology we have.”

Thankfully I haven’t heard that yet from Paul Peronard, on-scene coordinator for the
Environmental Protection Agency, about the ashestos cleanup.

Instead Peronard is taking the position of ‘why take a chance?” And that benefits this
community in the long run.

Back in the late 1980s, a ropresentative of the Department of Energy came to
Gunnison, Colo., where I was working. He called a public meeting to discuss a
troublesome pile of uranium tailings on the south edge of the city.

The tailings, acres and acres of yellow cake-like material, were more than 60 feet deep
and extended beneath the surface far enough to have contaminated the local
groundwater. It didn’t help that the pile was sitting at the confluence of & major creek
and river. A plume of underground pollution extended far downstream contaminating
the drinking water for a large, exclusive subdivision and well beyond.

Anyway, the DOE officials kept telling us that the uranium tailings were located at the
site in the late 1940s and 1950s using the best technology of the day. Then they
proposed to use the best technology of today to stabilize and contain the pile at it’s
existing site.

A considerable number of people made noise that moving the material created more of
& hazard than leaving it in place. Fortunately, saner heads prevailed pointing out that
leaving it in place only created the potential for continuing problems in the future,
when we would discover once again that the best technology of the day wasn’t good
enough. -

This was a $21 million project when it started and the community did not have the
resources to solve the problem. The DOE did.

In Libby today, we have precious little private land and it would seem extreme folly to
limit its use forever by leaving the contaminated vermiculite in place and simply
capping it. We’d be facing continuous uncertainty as to the safety of people living
nearby and using that property, We’d be faced with a greater and longer effort at air
monitoring.

It’s disengenuous of Project 56 to bring their anti-federal government agenda to this
issue without regularly attending the Citizens Advisory Group meeting 5 and
participating in the discussion. The only thing they can accomplish with this type of
thetoric is delaying the cleanup efforts beyond W.R. Grace’s present efforts and
extending the period of time that residents of this area are exposed to harmful
materials.

This is one of the reasons I proposed a few weeks back that the county and city come
together to hire outside expertise so local interests were represented. I have no doubt
that the EPA is doing and will do an excellent job cleaning up the contaminated areas.
It’s just that at some point the community will have choices to make and it’s better to
have more advice that just the EPA’s or the fear and hysteria stirred up by an anti-
government group.

Asto D.C. Orr’s assertion in a letter on this page that the city council meeting on
granting a variance to city zoning code on the asphalt issue was “above board:” It

http://'www libby.org/WesternNews/editarch/newedit . htm 10/27/00
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doesn’t matter.

The city council violated the state’s open meeting law by not advertising that meeting,
The council also violated the state constitution, which specifically requires all levels of
government in Montana to do everything they can to encourage public participation in

the governing process.
If found guilty in a court of law, any decisions made during these illegal meetings are

voided.
I’m surprised the “constitutionalists” haven’t seized on this. Or do we only ctte the

constitution when it fits our personal agendas? — Roger Morris

http://www libby.org/WesternNews/editarch/newedit. htm 10/27/00
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~ W.R..Grace has rescmded 1i;s‘
offer to Luy back: the city industrial-*

park, Councilman Dan Stephens
announced at Monday mght 3
Libby City Council meeting,
“The company -is no longer mier—
ested in the deal, Stephens said.:
“Per a phone call ‘to ‘Alan

Stringer, this is a closed matter,” he '

sald
“The industrial park is the former
site of Grace's vermiculite expan-

- sion plant.’ Grace is cleaning the

property of asbestos contamination
under an ordér from the
Environmental Protection Agency.
The order requires the buildings
on the site to be either cleaned or
demolished and replaced. Two of

the bulldmgs have been cleaned and
work on g third is nearly finished, -

«'Mond‘ay

-Grace had'oi(:‘fered $200 OOO for

;the property, Stephens saxd The

city coutitered ‘with 2 request for

$300,000, a'clause to fiee the city-
from any legal, hablhty associated
“with the property; and’ requu'cments‘
that Grace clean the property to.
“EPA’ spec\ﬁcatlons and find’ 2 per-
“manent home for mdustrlal park
, tenant Millwork West. '

““WR. Grage: came back Wlth ,no

"l,on er mterested w Ste hens sald
g p

’ "0 Voted to write. é. lettéwto Gra
, askmg thai: the company give the

The Weswm News leb*y, MT Wodnosdav OciobeM 2000—

EPA access 10 tho former vermi-

culite. mine.sité for disposal of.

asbestos- contamma‘ted materials
from the screening plant cleanup.
. Located at the mouth of Rainy

Creek, the screening plant’is being -
cleaned by the BPA. If Grace doss -

not grani access; the contaminated

materials will: Foe icmnsponed o

Spokane for disposal.

The city: Voted to wme the le:tter-

B

, 9
~request fmm St John § Lutheran

Lasa parkmg ares. ..

" The city is seekmg asite dralwmg'
and -full’ documeniation on the.
request,, Smphem said. The, hospntal
‘has also been asked to canyass the

v ment of the proposéal* Smphons
Lsaido e .

LRI S

Hospital for the permanent closure
of a block. of Fourth Street for usg

nexgh‘borhood o’ gauge public-senii-




ASK EPALL

S | Quesi:mns and Answers o
e about Asbesms and EPA’s Invesﬁga tion

Q: Will EPA have pampm@m wammg h@mwwmem and bmy@rs e jﬂ*
of ﬂme p@ssahil@ ]h zard @ﬁ Hmmlg m a h@me wnm vermncuhte msuﬂmﬂ@m@ |

L

| occupational exposure to the vemcuLte mined in Libby.

"1) EPA is revising the risk-assessmerit methodoiogy to include consideration of the type of
asbestos (chrysotile vs. tremolite), the length of the asbestos fibers, and the length to width ratio;

| venmcuhte products poses ouly a rminimal health nsk to consumers.

1| unelear. .

! small amounts of f tremolite a.sbestos TR S o ;;_)

amount and size of asbestos found ina glven home can be more accurately ‘measured.

s §

A At this point, we do not have enough'infonnatidn showing that just having vcrmiculite” ‘
in your homie as insulation is dangerous enough for us to issue any national public health
warning about vermiculite. However, we are working hard to-determine possible nsks posed b Y
having asbestos-containing msulatzon in one’s home or in the g.arden . . L

Currently, EPA is Workmg on two. major actwmes to better understand the rlsks fmm nm=

of the fibers. These factors will help scientists determmc people’s risk of bemg around even

2) EPA is also working on gettmg new types of analytical techmques approved 80 that th\y rypb, |

EPA has tested vermiculite prqducts ona natlonal,level (mcludmgcommercnaliy—avaﬂable oo
insulation).” This information was shared with the Consumer Products Safety Commission. The
results of the investigation indicate that the potential exposure to asbestos fmwx some :

: e i A_'_\ .
o eyt ey N TN

1he risk from havmg an abundaﬂce of asbcsios contammated vermiculite in your home remams

| For more 1ﬂ;ormahon call Wendy Thomi at 406-441 1150 ext 241

W@gfgm /erﬁ L PeT- 4(7 ApeD



Notlce of Public Meetmg
“Notice: is' hereby given that a

’ publrc “meeting will 'be - held. on
Wednesday, March 7, 2001, at-
i, in""the ' Ponderosa "

7:00p.m:
Room, at Libby City Hall.

.The purpose of the meeting

shall be the consideration:by the
Board of Lincoln County Com-

missioners to adopt the followrng :
| resolution, -~

.-At-the meeting the Board of
Commrssroners will accept pub-
lic .comment on:this . resolution.
Comments -can also be-sent:to
the Board of County ‘Commis-
sioners, 512 California  Avenue,
Libby, . MT 59923 or. e-mailed to

Iccomms@lrbby org.. For further

information or for a:copy: of the

| draft-resolution: please. contact

/wo NrA NIAN

“| Bill Bischoff, Executive Assistant

at (406) 29'3-7781 ext. 201;.or e-

i mail blllb@lrbby org |

***Q****.f~-~'

5 FRESOLUTION OF THE ‘BOARD, OF

COMMISSIONERS “OF . LINCOLN
COUNTY, MONTANA ‘TO ' COMMENCE
BEFORE THE BOARD A PROCEEDING
TO INVESTIGATE: (1) THE NATURE
AND EXTENT OF ANY ADVERSE IM-
PACTS ON.THE PUBLIC HEALTH, WEL-
FARE,: SAFETY, - OR THE ENVIRON-
MENT AND .ON THE ECONOMIC AND
ENVIRONMENTAL: REPUTATION. OF
THE © COMMUNITY. .IN . LINCOLN

*| COUNTY. THAT ‘MAY BE PRESENTED
BY.OR THAT MAY HAVE ARISEN.OR’

MAY.BE ARISING FROM THE CONTAMI-
NATION OF THE ENVIRONMENT -WITH
TREMOLITE . ASBESTOS:-IN ~AND
AROUND THE CITY OF LIBBY; (2) THE
NEED, IF ANY, FOR LEGISLATNE OR

EXECUTIVE GOVERNMENTAL ACTION

AT-THE COUNTY LEVEL TO ABATE
ANY ENDANGERMENTS THAT-MAY BE
PRESENTED TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH,
WELFARE, SAFETY, OR THE ENVIRON-
MENT ARISING OUT. OF SUCH CON-
TAMINATION;. (3) THE AVAILABLE Fl-
NANCIAL. - RESOURCES . OF --PARTIES ..

WHO ‘ARE OR MAY BE LIABLE FOR

THE COST OF ANY ACTIONS THAT

MAY BE NECESSARY:TO ABATE THE -
-.ADVERSE IMPACTS, IF ANY, OF SUCH

CONTAMINATION ON THE PUBLIC
HEALTH, WELFARE, SAFETY OR THE
ENVIRONMENT; ‘AND (4). THE NEED
FOR THE COUNTY TO SEEK LEGISLA-

" TIVE OR EXECUTIVE ACTION AT-THE -
STATE OR FEDERAL LEVELS OF GOV-.
'ERNMENT O APPROPRIATELY. RE- "

SPOND, EITHER ALONE OR IN CON-
JUNCTION WITH COUNTY ACTION, TO
ANY- SUCH ENDANGERMENTS THAT
MAY BE PRESENTED, - :

" WHEREAS, the mining of ver-

. miculite has been conducted in Lin-

coln County for more than 70 years
and .

WHEREAS vermrculrte has been
processed in various locations in
and aroiind the City of leby in Lin-
coln County:and-. -

WHEREAS, tremolrte asbestos

'is :known tobe present in and
--around - ore contarnmg venmculrte»

and

WHEREAS, a slgnrﬁeant number
of individuals.in Lincoln County have

been exposed to asbestiform: fibers
and have, confracted asbestos re-

lated diseases including. asbestosis,-

lung cancer or mesothelioma; and
WHEREAS, the number of cases
of asbestos related diseases, includ-
ing -asbestosis, ‘lung: cancer and
mesothelioma in a community of the
size_ of  Lincoin . County: was : suffi-

ciently .large to gain the attention of
-state and federal '
-agencies responsible for the protec--
tion of the environment and the as-.

governmental

sessment of and development of

data bases about adverse impacts -
“on-the public health from released
‘hazardous substances; and

WHEREAS, in response fo con-
cemns over the causes of the signifi-
cant number of cases of asbestos

“related diseases in Lincoln~County,
the - United States - Environmental

Protection Agency (‘USEPA") and
the Agency for Toxic Substances

- Disease ‘Registry: ("ATSDR") of the. -

U.S: Public Health Service; and thei
various environmental consultants

have conducted investigations . of -

certain sites and populations in and
around Lincoln County where ver-
miculite. was mlned and processed
and .

WHEREAS in the perfonnanoe

_of these rnvestrgatrons the presence

of tremolite asbestos has been :de-

“tected at levels that the USEPA de-
termined present a significant threat.

to the. public. health welfare and the

environment in and around the. Crty-
~of:Libby.in Lincoln County;:and

WHEREAS, :in ‘an effort to mrtr-
gate the most prominent threats to
public health, the USEPA has under-

taken, and continues to pursue, the.
_remedratlon and removal of tremolite
‘asbestos contamination from areas
in and around certain historic, proc-;
essing - facrlmes wuthm Lrncoln-
nCounty and

-WHEREAS, - the ATSDR has
studred and:continues to study and

assess, the nature and extent of the.
impacts _of ‘both  occupational and:
exposure : to-.
tremolite. asbestos on publlc health-

non-occupational -

in Lincoln County; and .-

- WHEREAS; as ‘a result of these-
investigations, the impacts of tremo-
lite asbestos contamination-on pub-:
fic health within the Colnty include a-
mortality rate refated to the presence::

~of tremolite asbestos in:the commu-
nity-in excess of 6000% of the levels -

.~ that-would be found in communities

unaffected. by the. presence: of

tremolite:asbestos; and :
WHEREAS, -as & fesult of these
investigations and. the' discovery of
the tremolite asbestos contamina-
tion and its toxicity, the Board of

- Commissioners for. Lincoln County

has. grown - increasingly. -concerned
about assuring the adequate protec-
tion of public health,. safety, welfare,

ﬂwe envrronment and natural e~
ources ‘within- the jUﬂSdlCthﬂ -of
heoln - County from any -adverse

‘impacts that‘have-been.or may. con-

tinue to be presented by, or arise out
of exposure to, the tremolite asbes-
tos“contamination, “and the - preser-
vation-and restoration - of the. eco-
nomic vitality of Lincoln County de-
rived from its historic attractiveness
as a recreational area and its previ-
ous’ repitation as a- healthful resi-
dential, commercral and mdustnal
area, and.

WHEREAS the Board of Com-'

missioners’ “for Lincoln County has
further ‘become increasingly- aware
of the inherent ‘limitations on the
scope of the governmental response
that: USEPA ‘and- ATSDR 'can" pro-
vide under current federal law; ‘and

WHEREAS, “Article i, :Section 3

of “the': Montana Constrtutron ex-

-pressly .provides that all: persons. in

Montana have an inalienable right:to
a clean and healthful. environment,

which right-the  Montana - Supreme .

Court in Montana Environmental in-
formation Center v. Department.of
Environmental -Quality, 296 Mon-
tana 207, 988.P.2d 1236 (1999) has
determined to- be:-a": fundamental
constitutional right of all Montanans
and ‘a self-executing- provrsron of the
Montana Constitution; and -
‘WHEREAS; Article X, Sectron 4
of the Montana Constitution vests
county: government- with legislative,

administrative. and other powers

provided orimplied by law,and " ..

WHEREAS, it .is the inherent:
. authority, fundamental responsrblhty
and necessary -and -proper affair.of

county government to secure, -in
compliance with such limitations and
restrictions as may be prescribed:by
law, adequate protection of the pub-
lic health ‘safety, welfare and the en-
vironment of its inhabitants, as well

-as to take-such actions-as-are per-

_mitted by law. to protect the funda-

fforded by,

- sufficiency. of regulatory. programs at

-the county, state and federal levels,
deq

mental, inalienable rights
the Montana Conshtutron

: NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE-.
SOLVED, that the Board <of Com:..~
_missioners.for. Lincoln- County does

hereby establish a legislative pro
ceeding-| before - the Board:of Com-
missioniers for Lincoln County to in-

vestigate’ the. adequacy- of: existing

environmental * remedial  programs
and authorities and to take such ac-
tion;: “including  legislationat the
county level and recommendations

to the appropriate state or federal .
legislative, body,” as the Board of i

and authorities at the oq

and federal-levels, the adequacy and |

the assessment of the adeq

- 8ufficiency, ‘and -limitations: of finan-
“cial resources .of those parties who

are or may be’ Ilable for f
adverse rmpacts irising:

Commissioners, following'..consid- -

eration_of the results of this investi-
gation and input from the publrc
may deem appraopriate; " :
i NOW, THEREFORE BE- IT
FURTHER RESOLVED,
fight. of the ‘extensive public- health

issues arising from the presence.of -

that; in-

the communrty
NOW, THEREF RE

tremolite asbestos. contamination in... all

and around certain parts .of Lincoln
County, and-pursuant-to the pro
sions of Article XI, Section 7(1). of

V-

the Montana Constitution; the Board
of Commissioners hereby requests _ ¢

that. the - Lincoln - County. Board - of in

Health attend to and participate in,

as appropriate, the ‘investigation: ho.t

the conducted by the Board of Com-
mlssroners pursuant to this Resolu-
-tion' No: S ;

;and-

Now THEREFORE BE IT
FURTHER RESOLVED, that it is
neceéssary and appropriate to. the af-

fairs of.the county that the scope of

‘the investigation inciude but not be .
. limited to the nature and source of

any tremolite asbestos contamina-

tion in-and around Lincoin: County, .

potential sources of releases: of the

tremolite . ashestos contamination,

potential - methods to finance .the
abatement, if needed, of the con-

tamination, the adequacy and suffi-
ciency’ of efforcement ' programs

No. - waspassed
-by the “Lincoln . CountyiBoard of
Commussroners ina regula meetmg‘

_contact your oounty ,
" “gioner at 203-7781
Published in The Mantanien, Feb. 21,
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. CAG from.page |
Audience Member Question - Instead of
doing the irjjections and withdrawals in-
side the lung. can't you just use sputum?
i&nswer -No. We =7 nple inside the -

ung.

Comment by Dr. BIack The lung sam-
- pling is very important to understanding -
.the disease, and I hope people will volun-

| . teer to be tested,

" CAG Member Comment - You :poke o
studying the disease to posstbil:t_)mn'est
_#t.. This is our first ray of hope. - :
‘Re - The disease begins at the mo-
 lecular level and is manifested at the organ
level. Only a handful of & mvmnganons are.
takmg place at the molecular’ level

. Draft Health Benefit Plan for Libl!y As-
bestos Exposure

" Rick Palagi spokz on behalf of the Medical

- Trust Subcommittee which includes Kerry
.-Beasley, Sandy Wagner, Leroy Thom,
Gayla efield, Cyrus Lee, Carrie -
- Dedrick, and John Rider. He stated that the
" draft plan, which was passed out at the
. January 25, 2001 CAG meeting, was pre-
. pared by Intermountain Adminisirators un-
‘der the direction of the subcommittee. ‘Mr,
Palaglstaledtlmthedraﬁplansmostlm-
portant provisions are on 14 which :
-addresses e]lgibllny and 18-29 which ad-
dress coverage. He then asked for qués-:
nogsthand cm'nmd1 ents from CAGﬁfmembel's,‘he
;-and the audience. A summary es-
* tions and comments follows. " qu

"'CAG Member Questzon What is the sig- .

- nificance of the materzal that is h:gh-
hghted in the ﬁl

Answer- The ghhghted words are
* changes made 1o an earlier draft. "

“CAG Member Question - Would the plan
be.administered locally? ;.
Ariswer - It is assiimed that p
istrator would be a local body.

CAG Member Quemon Is it the intent ta
cover people under this plan who were ex-
zfogb to asbestos elsewhem, orfistin’ -
Answer The mtentoftheplan mtooover
.people who were exposed here

4G Mempber Questwn Would the plan

_provide coverage for people who' were ex-

" posed here, but have moved away?
Answer - Yes. The plan prowdm that eligi-

- ble people can receive treatment where they”

hve,onfnecmsarymeweﬁm S0
mﬁavelformunent. dmg they

CAG Member Que.mon [f auto-xmmune
~system diseases are determined at a later
date to be caused by asbestos exposure,
would they be covered?
Answer - Coverage is
;eillated (:hseaseult as det;:nmed mw
ysician. |male cision
aulhonty rests with plm adlmmsmtor

provided for asbestos. .

CAG Member Q:leslion -Page 4 of the

- draft plan specifies a set monetary cover-

age limits. Would these change over

- time?

Angwer - The plan administrator can-
change the coverage fimits as necessary.

CAG Member - The documentation re-
quired on page 14 should be clanﬁed

CAG Member Question - How will the.
plan be funded, and what happens of | WR.
Grace declares bankruptcy?

- Answer - We need a further M1m

about funding options to e. The obvi-
ous sources would be W.R. Grace, Congres-
sional appropriation, and private: phllan-
thropy.  We to accumulate a large
enough principle that annual plan expenses
would come from mterm onthe pﬂnctple

CAG Member Comment - The better the
plan, the easier it will be to ﬁmd. B

Rick Palagi closed thxs topic for this meet-
ing by inviting further questions and com-
ments on the draft plan to any member of
the Medical Trust Subcommittee, Mr. . -
Mueller committed to including a discus-
sion of the draft plan and funding ideas at

the March 8 CAG meeting.

Fundlng Request for Insulation Re-

Sandy Wagner read a draft letter
by the subcommittee which included her- .
self, Dr. Black, Don Wilkins, Kerry Bea-

sley, and George Bauer. She stated that the

letter would sent to the Secretaries of the

US Departments of Health and Human
Services, Interior, and Labor, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection -
Agency, Governor Martz, Senators Baucus
and Bums. and Congrcssman Rehberg,.

. C’AGActwn The CAG- voted unani-

mously in favor of a seconded motion to
send the seven letters, and seven signa- .
ture pages; one for each letter, were .
passed around during the meeting so
CAG members cauld ngn than.

TOSC Subcommlttee Rej
Rick Palagi reported on bel alf of the TUSC
* - Subcommuttee which included himself,
George Keck, Kirby Maki, Don Wilkins,
and Clinton Maynard. After meeting with
Kevin Mellot, Assistant Project Manager
for Technical Outreach Services for Com-
munmas (TOSC) at Montana Tech, the -
Subcommittee proposed that the CAG re-
%oscthe following five services from

1. CondudaneechamnentofCAG
members individually to identify questions

of concemn, su, ested areas needing further
‘-rseardxmde%l%caumal

2. Determine the baseline ui

_a.'l‘lwmleandscopeofEPAswo:km

Libby,
b. 'I‘hemlemdsoopeofATSDR workm
Libby; and

.

- tages of superfund designati

_ meeting, Mr. N

. monitoring will follow the activities to en-

¢. Asbestos related disease. '

3. Research the-advantages and disadvan-
ion and make a
revommendation concerning it to the CAG.
4. Determine the role of TOSC that would.
be most beneficial.

5 Prepareanacnmplmforuuhzmg
TOSC servi

CAG Action - The CAG muzmmoush ap-
proved a seconded motion in favor. of this
Jive-fold request, and asked that the
TOSC Subcommittee continue to work
with Mr: Mellot to oversee TOSC'’s ac-
tions. Rick Palagi askedto be éxcused
from the Subcommittee, and George Bauer
voluneered to take his plaoe

EPA Report )
Duc Nguyen, EPA On-Scene Coordmatot.
reparted that Paul Peronard could not at-
tend tlus meetmg because of a trammg ses-
siom 0L
aneapghs Cleanglpg . .
In response to qu&suons at the last CAG
egu)en determined that EPA
has not removed any attic insulation at its .
cleanup site in Minneapolis. - Twenty-one
properties at the site havebeencleaned. but
only removal of contaminated soils from
gardens and driveways has occurred.

"I'w additional ies will be simi-
jarly adressod. -

' Pha§e2 of the Resideritial Sm%]r:!g :
. Mr. Peronard and Chris Weis will be in

Libby in two weeks to conduct interviews
to identify twelve homes for phase two.of
the residential sampling. -Three types of
sampling will occitr: In some of the homes,
routine old activities will be moni-'
tored during a two to three day period. Air
quality will be monitored thiough a per-
sonal air pump worn by a inthe
house during routine activities-and through
a stationary pump in the living area. In
other Homes, air quality during major
cleaning activities will be monitored. Fi-
nalogg in somé of the homes, simulated re-
ling activities conducted by EPA per-
sonnel or its contractor will be monitored.
In the latter, activities such as
-changes or mstallanon of a ceiling fan will
be simulated in one home without and two
with asbestos-contaminated ceiling insula~
tion. In these homes, three hours of air
monitoring will be conducted prior to the -
simulated activities, and three hours of

sure that no contamination remains aﬁcr the
simulation. Air monitoring of
totilling will occur in August

tions are expected to be dry.
'CAG Member Question - if homes are

_oond:

Jound to have excessive concentrations of B
asbestos, will the residents will be allowed §

to reoccy,

Answer - Noone can retumn to their homes

of: unnlEPAdetemunesthemtobcsafe That

o Tl el pes
wi mocaxe e
mhmmddermmedtom;safe

CAG Member Question - How long will it
take to get the results of the air monitor-
ing so that EPA will know whether the
home is safe to occupy? .
Answer - EPA will have a mobile lab on
site; eight to twelve hours will be required.

‘CAG Member Ques.txoﬁ What homes can

qualify for the phase 2 sampling?
Answer - Homes tested before, and a mix of
homes with and mtheut vermiculite insulae
tion will qualify.

- CAG Member Question - What will hap--

penifithe three hour pre-.or post-
simulation monitoring finds asbestos con-
centrations above EP4s action levels?
Answer - EPA will look at relocation until
the houses are cleaned up. (Paul Peronard
will clarifythis issue at the next CAG meet-

ing) - ,
*Access Mediation

Mr. Nguyen reported that the court ordered
medlatlon between EPA dnd W.R. Grace
concerning access 10 the mine for disposal -
of asbestos-contaminated materials was not
successful, so the case has gone back to

- Judge Malloy for aruling. The ummg of
’thatmlmglsnotknown. .

“"Maki Letter - *

Kirby Makitead a memohe is sendlngto
EPA_(This letter was published Feb. 14:in
The Montanian) The memo informs EPA

. that running tracks at both the high-school

and middle school were surfaced in the past
with vermiculite contaminated with asbes-
tos. . After eight years of use, W.R. Grace
notified the school district of the contamina-
tion and recommended that the track sur-
face be removed or encapsulated. The hi
school track was then encapsulated, and
middle school surface was removed and re-
laced with uncontaminated materials, In_
is letter, Mr. Maki requests that EPA con-

. ducttwsatthetwotmcksandthendcvclop’

and implement a plan for remo
contaminated material and back fi pny

.dér them with clean material. The hlgh

school track surface should be replaced:
with an all-weather surface. He also asked
that EPA assess the effects of children nn-.
ogomhetracks during the ¢ight year pe-
riod in which the surfaee was cotnanunated

CAG Member Qz«emon will EPA clean

up the two track sites?

- Answer - EPA is constructing the budget for

this year's cleanup activities. We will add
to it funds to determine the human health
exposure at thesé sites.

" CAG Meniber Comment - The risk assess-

. ment is supposed to be completed by thi
. summer. but you-will not sample garden;

: CAGMember Ouesnon Who. acknawl
. -edged back in 1982 that the school lracks

* CAG Member Ouesnon Did meoln
County encq, 9p.mlate the hlgh school track’*

- Dan Strausbaugh,

until August. 1 am confused about the tim:
mg
Response - The timing of the risk assess- .
ment is controlled in part by the need to
peer review the assessment ‘methodology. - -
Onee it'is a.:ﬁgroved, we should be ableto.©
ly it to.the results of the garden sam-
YP to determine what actions, if any,
should be taken regarding the gardem.
(Chris Weis will clarifying timing
risk : asmm at the next meetmg.)

‘posed a health risk? .
Answer - A 1982 intemal W.R. Grace
memo acknowledged therisk. -

by paving it’
Answer - Yes.

CAG Member Que;'non Did the County - Commiss =

know that the track was contaminated-be-:.
ﬁ;re paw ‘f it?

GAG Member Comment - In EPA's Min-
neapolis cleanup., stoner rock was found
to be highly concentrated with asbestos. <

“have talked with a former worker at the

screening plant. and stoner:-rock was not
separated from vermiculite insulation - -
used in Libby-homes. EPA should not;

~ therefore, sample only the top of attic in-
- . sulation.:.The heavier stoner rock may

have settled, and EPA should take samples
to account for this fact. : -
Response - Thank you for this mﬁmnaﬁon_
EPAwill: take it into account.

ATSDR Report
Montana R i
of ATSDR, reported that this week 881 let-
-ters explai medical screening results
will be-mailed tomorrow. Another 1,000’
will be mailed February 26-or 28.. Bythe
end of the month, some 4,000 letters will
have been mailed, Mr. Su'wsbaugh re-
ported that ATSDR has released for public
comment, a document reviewing the scien-
tific literature describing the relationship
between ¢ to tremolite-related as-
bestos and resultant health effects. He

- made available some copies of the docu-

ment and announced that copies are avail-
able at the EPA Information Center in
hbbB Connnentseanbeprovxdedmloeal
ATSDR staff who will then forward them to

-7 Dr. Lybarger will thén present
- formation to the CAG at its February 22,

<+ sociation

* ' presént the Libby situation. The'CAG de-
‘cldedtotakewth:smquestataﬁmw .
meetmg 5

‘- She described the

ATSDR’s Atlanta heat o
Strausbaugh also stated that Dr. Lybarger

w:ll be re next week to Montana's
- Congressional :felegauon the preliminary

analysxs of the medical
this same in-

2001 meeting, 'I‘heresuhspamdtoﬂg

- Congressional delegation will be embar-

that they will not be released

goed, meaning:
i publlcly until the CAG meeting: Finally,
conceming the American Public Health As-

in‘October in Atlanta,”

e B agency
it and.asks instead thal the CAG recom-

mend one person 1o attend the and

m'l{m mdompassedomxo

E oA d B

i

theCAGmdaud:euce;aeopyofadnﬂor— .
dinance

the asbestos situation.
fex and < The oty will
plex comprelmve. County wil
publish the draft inthe Tobacco

74a11 s News on February 15; and will
'Ilshft}twoweekslawrmtheodnrlocnrb

newspapers. TheComltlelllmldapubhc
ma:tmgonthedraﬁordmmeeon

ing after receiving the public comments. -

—Mszdomsmedthatqu&morcmn—

memsﬁomCAGmunbelseanbewwded
totheCo:mnmcn. -

: CAG Member Quemon What happens

after the ordinance is approved?
ordinance is

Answer - If the ved the

K - ‘l
'.'formalmvcmgmonncallsforwﬂlbegm.

CAGMemberQuesl‘Ion - Hill the options
include a cnmmg’le investigation?
-Answer - Not in the beginning phase.
Whether criminal investigations occur de-
pends on what is learned during the formal
mvmgatmandonaatonb) the State of

Next Meeting -

The next 1 g is scheduled for Thurs-

. day, February 22, 2001 from 7:00 to 9:00

pm.mthePondemsaRoomofﬁ:ehbbv
y Hall. 'I‘heagendawxll include, as well

A’I’SDRsDr mm

ofthe

. at-a time and place to be announced:” ltw:ll :
likely take action on the draft at this meet-

-{ ;

;
e S




“Dear Mr. Mayor:
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Please resign

Editor: - o E

.. I'll'be asking the mayor of
Libby to resign at the next coungil
meeting. This is not something I
approach lightly. It breaks my heart
that it has come to this, but it is
necessary before this town can
move forward in the asbestos issue.

Don’t get caught up in the

building debate, it is a secondary
issue. What is important here is the
leadership of this town. We need
civic leaders who are going to look
out for the rights of their constitu-
ents. That is the function of gov-
emment. Anyone with asbestos in _
their homes, schools, businesses, or
in their lungs is learnirig how diffi-
cult it is to protect your rights. We
are just learning how poorly we did
this in the past. Our mayor is heav-

o ue

ily involved in these issues, Ac-
cepting any gratuity from W.R.
Grace raises some serious ques-
_ tions,
Is the mayor representing his
oonstituex?t]:}c,)r V&rfﬁ Grace when
he takes action at City Hall, with < , .
the LADC, at CAG meetings, orin are left without a mayor in charge. this cozy relationship between ances. I still believe the people of
negotiations with the county? The mayor has rendered his office Grace and our civic leadership, this town prefer to shape our own
I have watched the mayor relin- ineffective with his backroom come to the next council meeting, destiny. You only retain the rights
quish the gavel time after time in.  deals, This doesn’t affect just city ~ We need to deal with this before it you are willing to fight and keep.
+ recent months whenever a conflict ' residents now, It affects anyone infests every facet of our local gov- DC Orr, Libby
of interest arose. Whenever a situa- who has been touched by the asbes- ernment. Judging from the show of
tion comes up where he has prof-  tos issue. That is a large . support in a recent letter to the edi-
ited from the actions of council we If you are uncomfortable with tor, the mayor is forming his alli- -
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Screening finds widespread asbestos exposure

30 percent of people screened show some effects

By David F. Latham
editor of The Montanian
Past exposure to asbestos from a
former vermiculite mine is produc-

.ing signs of disease among a very

high percentage of Libby residents,
according to preliminary results of
a medical screening conducted by
the federal government,

The preliminary results of the
screening shows potential lung dis-
ease among 30 percent of the peo-
ple tested, far worse than had been
expected. Health officials had ini-
tially estimated that 10 to 15 per- .
cent of those tested would show
Iurig abnormalities. ’

The results were presented at a
Community Advisory Group meet-
ing Feb. 22 in Libby. The screen-
ing was conducted by the federal
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry (ATSDR) in re-
sponse to reports of widespread ill-
ness and death from asbestos con-
tamination linked to the former W.
R. Grace & Co. vermiculite mine

B near Libby,

“I said it was going to be bad,
but this is off the scale,” said Paul
Peronard, on-scene coordinator for
the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, the federal agency over-
seeing the clean-up of asbestos con-
tamination in Libby.

“The question to ask is, not
‘who is affected?’ but, ‘who isn’t
affected? Who is safe? Every single
person in Libby is in a risk group.
It’s much worse than anyone
thought,” Peronard said.

The exposure occurred for dec-
ades until 1990, when Grace closed

the vermiculite mine seven miles
from Libby it had owned since
1963, Before that time the mine
was owned by Zonolite Co., which
began operating in the 1920s.

Air quality samples taken regu-

larly since November, 1999, show
_ that there is now no significant as-

bestos pollution in Libby,
While it was not necessarily sur-

‘prising that 50 percent of miners

who participated in the screening
showed signs of lung scarring, it
was shocking, Peronard said, that
up to 25 percent of persons with no
ties to the mine also showed health -
problems. _

The study says that “no directly
comparable Montana or U.S. popu-
lation studies are available” to
show how Libby’s exposure rate
compares to other places, but based
on “studies of differing groups
within the United States believed to
have no substantive work-related
asbestos exposures,” the rate of
non-occupational exposure in
Libby is between 16 times and
1,500 times higher. ‘

“These are drastic numbers,”
Peronard said. “In so many ways,
they’re just off the chart.”

“Those are concerning nurmn-
bers,” agreed Dr. Jeffrey Lybarger,
author of the report. “We’ll be
watching that very closely and fol-.
lowing up with further testing,”
Lybarger is a physician with
ATSDR, which worked with other
federal, state and local departments
to test past and present Libby-area
residents. :

Between July and November,

2000, - 6,144 people participated in
the health testing program. Lybar-
ger emphasized repeatedly that the
study results are preliminary and
cover only 1,078 participants, or 18
percent of the total number
screened. But if the preliminary -
rate of exposure were to apply to
the entire study group, that would
mean that 1,843 of the persons
tested will show lung abnormali-
ties.

Peronard said that even in the
unlikely event that the remaining
82 percent of study participants
show no asbestos exposure whatso-
ever, Libby’s general population
still remains well above national
averages in frequency of asbestos-
related health problems,

For 27 years, W.R. Grace & Co.
operated the mine, which released
deadly tremolite asbestos as ver-
miculite was dug up and processed.
Vermiculite was used in construc-
tion as insulation.

According to Lybarger, physi-
cians fully expected to seg height-
ened levels of asbestos-related
health problems in those who
worked at the mine or who lived
with Grace employees, but they did
not expect to see that many cases
among persons with no connection
to the mine.

In addition to the 50 percent of
former W.R. Grace employees who
have asbestos-related problems,
scarring of the lungs also was
found in about 29 percent of per-
sons who lived with the miners,
Family members are thought to
have been affected when workers

brought the asbestos dust home on
their clothes, _

Scarring is caused by inhaling
the long, needle-like fibers that
lodge in the lungs, which over time
cause diseases like asbestosis,
mesothelioma and lung cancer, As-
bestos discase has a latency period
of about 20 years.

Twenty-one percent of persons
with vermiculite insulation.in their
homes also had abnormalities iden-
tified by at least one of three physi-
cians involved in the screening, as
did 25 percent of those who recre-
ated near the mine and its tailings.
Even the group reporting no
known exposure to vermiculite
showed a 27 percent rate of lung
scarring. _

The percentage of participants
who exhibited lung scarring visible
on the chest x-ray by one specialist
is an indicator of the number of
people who will need long-term

- evaluation, Lybarger said. Those

whose x-rays had scarring seen by
two specialists represent a better es-
timate of those who'll likely be di-
agnosed with asbestos-related dis-
ease. .

Because those reporting no
known exposure to asbestos are so
few in number — 53 out of

1,078 — and the rate of health
problems is so much higher in the
majority who did report historic ex-

~posure, Libby can expect many,

many more cases of asbestos-
related health problems. In other
words, most of the town was ex-
posed, and as many as one-third of
those exposed show lung abnor-

malities, which means the town’s
medical infrastructure will need to
be expanded to deal with the wave

" of patients.

-According to Lybarger, discov-
ery of a health problem does not
necessarily indicate the individual
will become terminally ill with as-
bestosis or other asbestos-related
diseases. Instead, he said, it merely
indicates that exposure has oc-
curred and that it warrants further
monitoring,

By catching the signs early, Ly-
barger said, doctors hope to prevent
patients from progressing into
more advanced stages of asbestos
disease. In addition, he said, the

~ study will help public health offi--

cials plan for future medical needs
in the community.

A scparate ATSDR study re-
leased in- December, 2000, showed

that between 1979 and 1998, Libby

residents died of asbestos-related
disease 60 times more frequently
than the national average.
Children under 18, who ac-
counted for 15 percent of the first
test group, didn’t receive chest x-

rays and no data is available yet on .

how many children showed signs
of asbestos disease, Lybarger said.
An age-group breakdown will be

available when results of all 6,144
participants are studied.

Lybarger said the final ATSDR
report including information on all
6,144 participants will be published
“some time this summer.”
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Officlals explam Mlllwork West deal

musleuerw mnesponsetoDC
Orr s letter Feb. 14 in IheMon—
tanian)
This narrative details the sequence
of events that led up to the relocation
of Millwork West to the property
owned by Universal Land [owned by
Libby Mayor Tony Berget].

‘When Paul Peronard of the EPA
informed Mel Burnett and the City of
Libby that Millwork West would

" have to be relocated, Mel indicated

that he was interested in being in the -
old Frontier Glass location on Califor-

. nia Ave, 'Ihecxtycalledﬁxeommof

this property to see if it could be
rented or leased. We were told they
would not lease the building. Alan
Stringer and Paul Peronard each
called them to see about leasing, they
also told them no: The thought had
been to put the retail business in the
Frontier Glass building and WR.-
Grace would provide a storage build-
ing on the old baseball fields.

Jim Stout told the city they were
looking at & sprung [sic] structure
which the city would be able to keep
after the clean-up was complete.

The city and WR. Grace next

" Jooked at putting the sprung [sic]

smx:hn'eandthewholebusmson

thenelghbors Acoordmgto ty
ney Mark Fennessy there were land
restrictions on part of the property.
There were waterline concemns, park-
mgcomemsfortheLeglmbaseball
field. Also the size of the first build-
mgwouldhavetobesmallertl'm ,
onginally con ¢ived because of the

[Lincoln County commissioner]
Rita Windom was then asked if the

the basebal] fields at the city indus-
trial park {which the EPA had deter-
mined wa clean). The EPA deter-

the county. shop and the old Libby
Rmdy 'locauontommeafew

still be located on}clty
id that the tmded land

Mlllwcnkathaddecldedtopmup‘_
two metal buildings instead of the
sprung [sic] structure. The city con-
sidered putting the buildings down by
the Legion baseball fields but the city

ings built on public property, he asked
[Libby Public Schools Superinten-
dent] Kirby Maki if the school district
ran into a multitude of problems with had property that would work for this
this site. purpose. Mr. Maki could not think of
Fxrst,thecltymetmmmmeﬁun any

-Rita Windom,
John Norberg, city buikling
Dan Thede, City of Libby

that would work



COMMENTARY ON THE NEWS BY DAVID F. LATEAM KR

| FLASHLIGHTSE

‘hlic . vermiculite mine near Libby and
Flashhghts on successfully concealed the asbestos
Montana %21 danger for so many years,

HELENA —- Here were some Now the state of Minnesota is
of the legislative activities last getting involved because Grace
week: also operated a vermiculite proc-

' - essing plant (translation: “asbestos-
® House Bill 539 would require ~ poisoning plant”) in Minneapolis.
state licensing for businesses that ~ The Minnesota Health Department
make high-interest loans to high- S in the initial phases of a
risk borrowers and use their carsas  $350,000 medical survey to assess
collateral. The bill passed the the likely asbestos exposure of

house 75-25 and moves to the Sen~ 6,000 past and present residents of
| ate, the Minneapolis neighborhood
| near Grace’s vermiculite process-
In other news: ing plant, which shut down in -
Monday, February 12. 1989.

P
!

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn, — The IthweHhmMWR I

lprehmmalymmltsoflast;,mrs . Grace knowingly concealed the .

i medical screening in Libby, Mont,, dangers of asbestos. The company
show roughly one-third of people  allowed its employees to wallow in

| tested have lung abnormalitiesasa  the deadly white dust and take it

| result of exposure to asbestos. This home with them every night. The
is compliments of the people who ~ company allowed thousands of in-
managed the W.R. Grace & Co.  Tocent people near the company’s

|
I /\AoN—mmAN feb A& 0|

|
f

l

mine and plants to be exposed for ;

long periods. And Grace set aside
hundreds of millions of dollars
every year to pay off the victims
and survivors of its deadly prod-
ucts.

|

All the facts show that WR.

Grace & Co: knew people would
die. The question is, why are no

criminal charges being filed? This

company has been run like an cor- -

porate meth lab for decades, and

the executives and managers who
perpetrated the asbestos situation
need to go to prison for it.

i

i
1
ot

Please take a minute to call your |
- elected representatives in Wash- |
ington (phone numbers on page 2) ;

andaskthatcnmmalchargsbe
ﬁled. , ‘ !

}

l

h
}
'



ﬂ ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q e Has EPA responded to Grace’s offer (February 14-Western

®News) to perform the’ remammg cleanup and restoratlon work
at the screening plant?

A e Yes. EPA has responded in a letter dated February 16 2001 which is available at
ethe EPA Information Center in beby

In short the letter states that:

1) EPA is willing to negotiate a legal order with Grace where EPA would complete the
cleanup at the Parker property, including restoration, while Grace would transport the re-
moved contaminated material to the mine for disposal and would perform cleanup at KDC'’s
Bluffs and Flyway properties. The workplan for clean-up activities that EPA received from
Grace last fall is not protectlve enough of public health.

2) EPA w111 not free Grace from liability for other chemlcals that may be present in the re-
moved materials. Grace has not provided any detailed information about other hazardous
substances that it may have used during its thirty year ownership and operation of the for-
mer screening plant property. EPA wﬂl not spend Superfund money if it can be shown that
Grace may be liable. 4

3) EPA will not dismiss penalty claims against Grace. However, because EPA does not

want to direct Grace funds away from taking care of Grace caused public health problems '
in Libby, EPA proposes the following: EPA will direct a majority of the penalty amount to a
non-profit organization, such as a.medical trust, to provide heaith care to those i in Libby suf-
fering from asbestosis or mesothehoma

Please visit the EPA Information Center at 501 Mineral Ave. in Libby to view a correspon-
dence file including letters to and from Grace on these and other issues. -

-For more mformatlon call:
Wendy Thomi, EPA Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441 1150, X241

MoNTANIAN Feb 23, 0
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Libby Community
Advisory Group

Meeting Summary
February 8, 2001

By Gerald Mueller
Introductions .
Gerald Mueller and Libby Community Ad-
visory Group (CAG) members present in-
troduced themselves. The CAG accepted
as a new member, Joyce Baeth. Ms. Baeth
is a member of the Libby City Council. A
list of the members in attendance is at-
tached below as Appendix 1.

Agenda
. Mueller reviewed an agenda for this
- meeting including the following topics:
‘e Presentation by Dr. Holian
¢  Draft Health Benefit Plan for Libby
Asbestos Exposure
o . Funding Request for Insulation Re-
moval .
TOSC Subcommitiee Report

Agency Reports
EPA

ATSDR
-Lincoln County
¢ Public Comment

Correction to the January 25, 2001
‘Meeting Summary

DEQ's John Podolinsky asked that two
changes be made to the January 25, 2001
meeting summary. First, under the DEQ
report on page 5, Mr. Podolinsky’s program
name should have been listed as Asbestos
Control Program. Second, on page 6, Mr.
Podolinsky’s response to the CAG member
question should have read, ““The indoor
standard is 0.01 fibers per cubic centime-

' ter”
Presentation by Dr. Helian and Dr. Put-

man
Dr. Holian

. Dr. Black introduced Dr. Andrij Holian
who in turn introduced his colleague Dr.
Elizabeth Putman. Dr. Holian heads the
Center for Environmental Health Sciences

in the School of Pharmacy and Allied
Health Sciences of the University of Mon-
tana. Dr. Putman is a UM faculty member
who works in the Center. Dr. Holian stated
that the Center pursues research in three ar-
eas, respiratory and auto-immune system
disease, neurological disease, and genetic
and molecular disease. Dr. Holian and his
Center colleagues plan to conduct research
on asbestos disease in Libby.

CAG Member Question - We have heard
before that not much is known about
tremolite asbestos. Is that correct?
Answer - We know that the chemistry of
tremolite is different than other forms of as-
bestos. The literature reports that it is a
more potent form of asbestos, but whl); is
not known. Tremolite is rare, and Libby is
the first instance of a concentrated exposure
to tremolite asbestos that is being investi-
gated. The Center intends to use a mouse
model to simulate asbestos-related disease
in humans, We intend to expose mice to
different forms of asbestos fo learn about
their relative potency, how tremolite acts as
a disease mediator, and how it stimulates
auto-antibodies. We also hope to develop
disease markers.

CAG Member Question - What about
tremolite and other forms of inflammatory
diseases? o
Answer - The relationship between asbestos
and inflammatory or auto-immune syster:
diseases is not well understood. The lung is
the only organ other than the skin that is ex-
rosed directly to air. Inside the lungisa
arge surface area at which gas exchange
between the air and our blood occurs
through passive diffusion. For this ex-
change to occur, the lung surface must be
kept clean. Macrophage cells clean the
lung surface. Asbestos kills one type of the
macrophage cells, but not the type that acti-
vates our immune system. Thus asbestos
may be involved in stimulating auto-
immune system disease. By fathering data
from Libby people, we intend to study,
among other things, the relationship be-
tween asbestos and auto-immune disease.
Specifically we will be asking for twelve
volunteers from this community to provide

biological- les from their lungs as well
as blood sampLs. ]

Audience Member Question - How would

the lung samples be taken?

Answer - Sample donors would be given a

eneral anesthesia. A tube would be intro-

uced into the lung through which a sterile
saline fluid would be introduced. The same
amount of fluid would then be withdrawn
throth the tube. In this way bioloFical
samples can be obtained inside the lung
where the disease occurs.

CAG Member Question - Are you looking
for specific people to take these samples
from?

Answer - We want people who are recently
diagnosed and are early in the disease so
that we can follow disease progression.

Other characteristics such'as age are not as °

important as disease progression.

CAG Member Question - What factors
such as sex, race, nationality, etc., matter
in the development of asbestos-related
diseases? i

. Answer - We don’t know. The literature

doesn’t say. Women appear to be subject
more frequently than men to auto-immune

' system diseases.

CAG Member Question - Libby has 60 to
70 reported cases of lupus. What should
be the typical number of lupus cases for a
community of our size? .
Answer - I don’t know. We may be able to
obtain national disease frequency.

Dr. Putman
Dr. Putman explained that her area of ex-
gcﬂise and interest is in human genetics,

he stated that small changes in genes and
the proteins they code for can cause signifi-
cant changes at the organ and body level.
By comparing the lung and blood samples,
Dr. Putman hopes to develop biomarkers in
blood that can be correlated with disease
progression. She noted that people exposed
to asbestos react differently. Some people
do not develop disease. By understanding
how the difference in reactions at the ge-
netic level and how disease progressives, it

'
R P

may be poss'ilﬁe to arrest the disease.

CAG Member Question - Will you be look-
ing at synergistic effects such as smoking?
Answer - We will be taking detailed medi-
cal and exposure histories In an attempt to
account for such synergies. Smoking
causes different cancers than asbestos ¢:
sure, Cancer is a very complex process ii-
-volving both initiators and promoters.
Smoke particles may be adsorbed onto as-
bestos particles, so that the simultaneous
combination of smoking and asbestos éxpo-
sure may-promote the incidence of smok-
‘ir:ﬁ-related cancer. Such a synergy is now
only an unproven idea. o

CAG Member Question - Could asbestos
exposure also promote other cancer in-
ducers such as effluent from an asphalt
plant?

Answer by Dr. Holian - Tobacco smoke is
the worst pollution one is likely to experi-
ence. Asphalt plant emissions would cause
a much lower, but potentially continuous
exposure. To act as a promoter, asbestos

exposure probably would have to be simul-
tancous with other cancer sources, has
to weigh the economic benefits of an as-
phalt plant with the risk of any pollution it
may produce. o

CAG Member Question - People were ex-
posed to asbestos in Libby as infants, chil-

- dren, and adults, Will'you be able to

breakdown your research among these
categories? X
Answer - We hope to. The exposure histo-

-ries aré very important.

Audience Member Question - How much -
Jiuid will be injecting into the lung during
Yyour sampling?
Answer - When taking the biological sam-
ples from lungs, we will be injecting a total
of 300 milliliters (about a half of a cup) of
sterile saline in six increments of 50 ml. In
other words six different injections and
withdrawals of 50 mlwill occur in each
sampling session.

(See CAG on page 8)

vy
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cAun open letter to Libby City Coun-

Please allow me a few minutes
of your time, which I believe will
prove to be well worth your while.

Unless you are receiving 50 per-
cent return-on-investment interest
on the federal funds allocated for
community recovery from asbestos
mining problems, you owe an ex-
planation to constituents as to why
not.

In my search for funding
sources so Chart+Plus Co. can cre-
ate jobs needed to help stabilize the

- local economy, I have consistently

been forced to look out of state, Ar-
€as whose economy has gone from
bust to amazing refer me to one
type of funding — commercial fi-
nance companies. Those who are
interested in funding projects even

_ in Montana manage their funds to

revitalize sluggish economies to
earn as much as 50 percent annual
interest rate by using short-term -

loans and financing programs.

As you review p to
spend the federal allocation, you
should consider only those that sta-
bilize the local economy while re-
turning 50 percent annual interest,
or be ready to explain why to the

- stricken community that qualified

you for this allocation, Libby has
the potential to raise the $150 mil-
lion trust fund needed for medical
expenses for asbestos victims.
Chart+Plus Co. has been ad-
vised by LADC Inc. to send our in-
terest payments to out-of-state
economies. Commissioners believe
our proposed location will better
serve college needs rather than in-
dustry to employ your constituents
while importing money into the re-
gion to be circulated within the lo-
cal economy instead of depending
solely on recirculated money lo~
cally, indicating that this economic
recovery opportunity will be used
as was the Stimson funds, which

| ’_ Please, doh?t"s_c"]u“a'hd‘er this Oppbrtu'nity

i in a bureaucratic man-
agement puzzle that left them
scraping for penmes to cover oper-
atmg expenses until this rescue ar-

Chan+Plus Co. has proposed
paying 50 percent annual interest
rate to use the funds allocated for
economic recovery in Libby to cre-
ate 114 living-wage jobs with up to
a total of 530 in this and support
service companies in Lincoln
County, plus possible part-time sea-
sonal positions in peak sales peri-
ods to achieve sales projections.
This $4,058,400 annually would
help fund community grant proj-
ects without depleting the allocated
amount, year after year, if desired.

Libby City Council has been
given the opportunity to empower
local economic recovery or follow

' that path that turns dollars into

grains of sand in hope they will
somehow fill the rat holes that do
not produce the stability needed.

Let us provide the jobs citizéns
need to afford the college courses
offered and use funds from the in-
terest retained in the local economy
to budget community projects in- .
cluding the college and other com-
munity services that are affordable
when the people earn a decent liv-
ing wage.

Thank you for considering -
Chart+Plus Co. funding before the

- clock runs down.

Stanley G. Davis
3264 Iron Creek Road
Troy, MT 59935 .

cc: Libby City Council, PO. Box
1428, Libby, MT 59923
Sen, Bill Crismore, LADC, Inc.,
237 Airfield Road, leby MT
59923

Ralph Heinert, Mitch Richael,
Shlrley Chase, Jim Morey, Ardell
Filler, Linda Geranl, LADC Inc.,
PO. Box 621, Libby, MT

Some of Chart+Plus Company’s
suppliers total $300 million annual
af]s]et injection value by Sony and
others.




ATSDR

Libby medical screening

report to provide residents witha & Lincoln County Health Depart-

The Agency for Toxic Sub-
stances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR), a public health agency
of the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, announced
Feb. 16 that an interim report of
the results of the Libby, Mont.,
medical testing program will be re-
leased on Thursday, Feb. 22, 2001.
following the February meeting of

* the Citizen’s Advisory Group in

Libby;.

The meeting will be Thursday,
Feb. 22, 79 p.m. at Libby City
gouncﬂ chambers, 952 E. Spruce

t

ATSDR representatives will be
on hand at the meeting to discuss
the report and to answer questions.

ATSDR prepared the interim

AN ONTAATIAN Fed, 2 I,""o '

to release results of

summary of the medical testing re-  ment. 418 Mineral Ave., Libby.
sults received by ATSDR to date. MT 59923, Contact: Ron An~ -
This report includes the data fora.  derson at.(406) 293-7781 ext.” |
small number of participants in the ~ 228. : ;
testing program, -with results from

1,078 of the more than 6,000 par-  Libby, Mont., or Elko, Nev., |

ticipants completed. community members seeking in-

"Copies of the interim report will formation on the interim report. or *

also be available for public review  who would like to receive a copy,

beginning Feb, 23, 2001, at the fol- should call the ATSDR Informa-

lowing places: tion Center toll free, at 1-888-

n Lmooln County Library, 220 W. ATSDR (1-888-422-8737). Callers
6th St., Libby, Montana 59923, should refer to the “Libby, Mon-
Contact: Gail Anderson at (406) -tana, site.”

293-2778. ATSDR Regional Representa-

W ATSDR Office, 501 Mineral tive Dan Strausbaugh also may be
Avenue, Libby, Montana 59923, called for information at (406)
Contact: Dan Strausbaugh at ~ 441-1120 ext. 257 in Helena.
(406) 293-2728 Mont,




@ ASK EPA!l |,

For more mformatlon call:
Dan Strausbaugh, ATSDR at 406-441-1150 ext. 257 or 406-293-2728, or

Z i
Questions and Answers about |3 {
[

Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation } 5

<

Q ol dldn’t par’ncnpate in the medical screening, but I've . i

®changed my mind. Will there be another opportunity? 3.) ‘
A: Guidance for future testing is being developed. The timing of additional testing and pri- o |
orities for who may be tested have not yet been determined. However, you can still call 1- - %
800-439-8308 to determine your eligibility for future testing. When dates and priorities are B .
set, evervone eligible will be notified. ~° :

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241
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. SUMMARY: The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Li-

'| related Asbestos, is now available for public comment. This ATSDR consuitation re- i

PUBLIC NOTICE

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry [ATSDR-165]
Availability of Chemical Specific Consultation for Tremolite-related Asbestos

AGENCY: Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR), Department ;
of Health and Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice of availability.

ablility Act of 1980 (CERCLA), as amended by the Superfund Amendments and
Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), Section 104 (i) (4) [42 U.S.C. 9604 (i) (4)), di-
rects the Administrator of ATSDR to provide consultations upon request on health is-
sues relating to expostire to hazardous or toxic substances to the Administrator of
EPA, State officials, and Jocal officials. A health consultation provides advice on & i
specific public health issue related to real or possible human exposure to toxic material
and is a method ATSDR uses to respond rapidly to requests for assistance,

This notice announces that a chemical-specific public health consultation, Tremolite-

views the scientific literature describing the relationship between exposure to tremo-
lmH'ela!ed asbestos and resultant health effed&

DATES. In order to be considered, comments on this draft consultation must be re-
ceived within 45 days from the date of this publication. Comments received after the
close of the public comment period will be considered at the discretion of ATSDR
based upon what is deemed to be in the best interest of the general public.

ADDRESSES: Requests for copies of the draft consuitation should be sent to the
ATSDR Information Certter, Division of Toxicology, Agency of Toxic Substances
and Disease Registry, Mailstop E-57, 1600 Clifton Road, NE., Atlanta, Georgia
30333. Written comments regarding the draft consultation should be sent to the same  §i
address. ATSDR reserves the right to provide only one copy of the draft consultation
free of charge.

Written comments submitted in response to this notice should bear the docket control
number ATSDR-165. Because all public comments regarding ATSDR health consul-
tations are available for inspection after the final consultation is published, no confi-
dential business information should be submitted in response to this notice.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Susan L. Kess, MD, MPH, Division
of Toxicology, Agency for Toxic Substances and Diszase Registry, Mailstop E-29,
1600 Clifton Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30333, telephone (404) 639-6300. Copies
of the Health Consult are available at EPA/ATSDR Information Center 501 Mineral
Ave,, Libby (293-2728).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

ATSDR prepared this document, Tremolite-related Asbestos, in response to the identi-
fication of tremolite-related asbestos fibers in vermiculite ore mined near Libby, Mon-
tana. The contaminated vermiculite has been mined, distributed, and processed into
many products utilized across the country. Workers, houschold contacts, and the gen-
eral public who come in contact with contaminated products may be at risk of expo-
sure and potential health effects.

Georgi Jones
Director, Office of Policy and External Affairs
Agency for Toxic Substances and steaseReglstry

S |
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Asbestos support
group meets Feb. 15 |
The evening support group |
for individuals impactec! by as- '
bestos-related disease will meet

on Thursday, Feb. 15, at 7pm
at 415 Louisiana Ave. The day

(see UPDATE on page 10) |

(from pagc 1)

group will meet néxt on Monday,
Feb. 19 at 2 p.m. at the same loca-
tion.. The groups will meet regu-
larly on the first and third Thurs-
day and Monday of each month.
Their purpose is to help people |
identify the impacts of asbestos~ |
related stress on their lives, to get |
accurate information about these |
impacts, and to work together for |
positive solutions. Thereisno |
charge to participants. For more |

|

information, call Laura Sedler at
293-0180.




ﬁ ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q e EPA says it will use a risk assessment to estimate whether
If. ®my home is safe in the long run. What is a risk assessment?

A: Risk assessment is the process of estimating the likelihood that something bad will happen.
EPA develops risk assessments on a site-by-site basis. In the case of asbestos in Libby, the goal is
to understand whether cleanup is necessary. If so, what level of cleanup will make sure that you
and your family are protected over a lifetime. .

A risk assessment includes four important steps:

1) Data collection/ Hazard Identification — Environmental samples (soil, air, water, sediments),
and biological information (chest x-rays, pulmonary function tests) are collected. The samples are
analyzed in laboratories. or clinics to reveal the types and levels of hazardous substances present,
their potential to cause harm, and exposures which may have occurred. Community members help
EPA with this step by voluntarily allowing the agency to take samples and sharing information on
current and future uses of the area and where hazardous substances are most likely to be found.

Mo NT AN IAN

2) Exposure assessment — After risk assessors have the data, they look for pathways of exposure
from a source to people or animals who may breathe, touch or consume the hazardous substance.
The risk assessor estimates how much of the contamination a person is likely to breathe based on
J information:collected in step one and whether it is a child, an elderly ;_)erson&or a worker. The risk
{ assessor also considers how long and how often people are ex

3) Toxicity assessment — During this step, nsk assessors develop a mathematical relationship be-
tween the exposure (or dose) and the toxic effect (response) of the chemical of concern. They look
at various cancer and non-cancer health effects from different levels of exposure. Assessors usually
rely on previous scientific studies if enough data exists.

4) Risk characterization — Finally, risk assessors combine the results of the first three steps to
come up with an estimate of the risks posed by the site. Risk assessments are usunally uncertain and
the risk assessor documents these uncertainties. The results are then used by the site manager, who
decides whether cleanup actions must be taken to protect you and your family.

EPA’s risk assessment for Libby vermiculite insulation may not be done until the end of the calen-
dar year.

For more information, call: Chris Weis at 303-312-6671 or
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241,




Asbestos on school tracks worries superintendent

¢ To: U.S. Environmental Protec-

Feb 4 o}

ME-NTANIAN

tion Agency Paul Peronard, On-
Site Coordinator

o From: K. W. [Kirby] Maki, Su-
perintendent

® Subject: High School and Middle
School tracks

® Date: February 6, 2001

Libby School District #4 is ex-
tremely concerned about the WR.
Grace mill tailings on both the
high school and middle school
tracks. The tailings contain a con-
centrated level of tremolite asbes-

.tos. Since the tracks are in need of

repair or replacement, the mill tail-
ings pose a hiige health and finan-
cial problem in the near future. A
brief history of the high school
track follows:

The track facility was con-
structed at the high school in the
early 1970’s and originally used
some red crushed gravel for fill.
However, it did not work out, so we

searched for other suitable mate-
rial. Cinders were next to impossi-
ble to procure and an all-weather
track surface was not financially
feasible. A worker at WR. Grace
told us of the vermiculite substance
and how effectively it was being
used at WR. Grace as their dam.
The dam held their tailings and it
packed quite well, as well as being
able to withstand weight as evi--
dence by the vehicles driving on it.
A school official was invited to
visit and check out the site. It was
determined that the material could
probably work as a surface on the
track.

Shortly after that visit to the
site, WR. Grace started transport-
ing the vermiculite in their trucks
from the mine site to the high
school track. The vermiculite re-
mained as the track surface for ap-

"proximately eight years. During

this time nightly practices were
held on the track as well as track
meets hosted by LHS.

In 1982, the Superintendent of
Schools received a call from the W.
R. Grace Business Manager in-
forming him that the vermiculite
on the tracks posed potential prob-
lems as it had tremolite asbestos fi-
bers in it, which could be medically
harmful. He made it clear that we
couldn’t keep the vermiculite track
in its present state. He gave two op-
tions: '

Number one, WR. Grace would

. come and remove the vermiculite

fill, or number two, they would pay
to have the vermiculite encapsu-
lated. After consulting with school
officials and coaches the second
option, encapsulating the vermicu-
lite, was recommended.

"In 1983, with the assistance of
the Lincoln County Road Depart-
ment, blacktop was hauled in and
laid on top of the vermiculite base.
That spring the track team had to
run in flat shoes (no spikes) due to
the asphalt base. Then during that
summer (1983) Action Courts of

Minnesota laid an all-weather rub-
berized surface on the track. Dur-
ing the spring of 1984, the first
practices and meets were held on
the new track.

Due to the condition of the
tracks and the potential liability
(health and financial), Libby
School District #4 is requesting the
implementation of an action plan
for both the high school and mid-
dle school tracks. '

1 “Tests Conducted

2 WR Grace Tailings Removed

3 Base Fill Material Replaced

4  Asphalt Track Replaced at the
Middle School

5  All-Weather Track Reinstatled
at the high school

Thank you for your considera-
tion in this matter,
K.W. [Kirby] Maki,
Superintendent of Schools
[Libby, Montana]




'A'ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q e I’ve heard that EPA is cleaning up h.omes in Minnesota.
®Why are Libby homes not getting cleaned up.

A: EPA is doing some clean-up work in yards of Minnesota homes that have been con-
taminated with a rock waste product called “stoner rock™ from a vermiculite expansion
operation in Minneapolis. This rock contains up to 70% asbestos. It looks like indistinct
grey rocks that can be up to several inches in diameter. Some of this material has been

found in the western part of the Export Plant, but has not been seen in other areas around
Libby.

“Stoner rock™ is different from the vermiculite concentrate that went to the Screening
Plant and to the Export Plant to be either bagged or expanded. The vermiculite concen-
trate is dark grey to black. and has the form of small “flakes.” EPA has found concentra-
tions of 1% to 12% asbestos in this vermiculite.

Please call the EPA Information Center in Libby at 293-6194 to report any unpopped
vermiculite on vour properly or in or around Libby. EPA may eventually remove the ma-
terial but, in the meantime. we advise that you don’t disturb it.

No work is being done to remove vermiculite insulation or other potential asbestos
sources from homes in Minnesota or Montana. To report vermiculite insulation in your
home, please call the meoln County Environmental Health Department at 293-7781, .
X228.

For more information, call:
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150, X241 or
Ron Anderson, Director Lincoln County Environmental Health at 293-7781, X228
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" News and uybrmaaon of
the communities served by

Send announicements to:
“Update,” The Montanian,

Community Advisory
Group meets Feb. 8
The Community Advisory
Group will hold its regular

twice-monthly meeting on

'} Thursday, Feb. 8, in the City

Council chamber at Libby City
Hall, 952 E. Spruce St. The
group meets regularly to discuss
the status of the various aspects '
of the asbestos issue in Libby.
All meetings are open to the
public and everyone is invited to
attend. For information, call the

Agency Information Center at

201-6194.

P.O. Box 946, Libby, MT 59923

U.S. Environmental Protection !

f
i
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' _County exploring community health center

Federally-funded center would not treat asbestos-related diseases

County officials are pursuing
plans seeking federal money to
build a community health center in
leby after a public meeting Jan.

3L

The center would provide low-
cost, primary-care medical services
but would not be set up to mect the
advanced medical needs of asbestos
victims. The center would be in-
tended to provide reduced-cost care
for people with low incomes but
would be open to everyone on a
sliding-fee scale.

Funding to build and operate the
facility would come from an annual
federal grant. The deadline for ap-
plying each year is May 1. The fa-
cility would also expect to generate
income through fees for medical
services,

- Lincoln County commissioner
Rita Windom said the county will

- proceed with applying for the grant

after she received a nearly unani-
mous show of support from the 58
people attending the meeting,

“It’s going to take a lot of hard
work, and especially if we're going
to meet that May 1 deadline,” Win-
dom said.

A second meeting was planned
for Feb. 1 in Eureka.

“After that, we’ll probably be
having some more meetings,” Win-
dom said.

Dr. Alan Strange and Mary

. Beth Frideres of the Montana Pri-

mary Care Association are provid-
ing expertise and_guidance on the

clinic proposal. Frideres first caine
to Libby last September and com-
piled statistics on poverty and
health care that can be used for
grant applications for a community
health center or other needs.
Start-up grants for community
health centers are currently set at
$650,000, Strange said. Aftera .
center is established, grants can be
renewed annually at higher fund-
ing levels. He said that some health
centers in the United States have

Federally-funded community Aanother provider such as the hospi- on fees charged at other local
health centers must provide pri- health care facilities.
mary medical care, laboratory, x- Stmnge said patients would pay Strange said his group will help

ray and phanmacy services, preven- fees according to their income. Per- prepare a grant applmhon fora
tive dental care and health educa-  sons below 100 percent of the na-  comununity health center in Libby.
tion. A chief executive officer. chief tional poverty level would be asked An application can be prepared in
financial officer and chief medical for donations, while those between  as little as two weeks. he said.
officer must be employed by the 100 and 200 percent would pay on  Local matching funds may help in
center while other services could be a shdmg scale established by the  procuring a grant but are not re-
contracted out to local healthcare  center’s board. Patients above 200  quired, Strange said.

providers, Patients who need spe-  percent of the national poverty
cialized care would be referred to  level would pay the full fee based

R

been continuously funded since the

1960s, and some have been in op-
eration in Montana smoe the early
1980s.

woman in the audience, Strange
said that, while the center would

serve the primary medical needs of -

low-income people. it would not be

set up to serve the advanced medi- .

cal needs of Libby’s burgeoning
population of asbestos-sickened |
people. |
“No,” Strange said. '
Frideres said that Dr. Strange
has been involved in establlshmg
all of Montana’s siX community

“health centers.

Centers in Billings, Missoula,
Helena and Great Falls are affili-

In response to a question from a |

ated with local health departments

while the centers in Butte and
Livingston are privately operated.
Regulations require community
health centers to be governed by a
local board of directors, Strange
said.
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Bankruptcy an
optlon, says Graceg

Chapter 11 bankmptcy was
mentioned Jan. 29 as an option for
WR. Grace & Co., which faces
over 100,000 lawsuits becavse of
the company’s asbestos-laden prod-
ucts

Grace CEO Paul Norris made
the announcement in the com-
pany’s final quarterly report for the
year 2000.

“Asbestos litigation continues to
be our company’s biggest chal-
lenge,” he said. “During 2000 we
have seen the litigation environ-
ment worsen and become more un-
certain.”

Almost 50, OOO bodily injury
claims were reoexved during 2000,
an 81-percent increase over 1999,
the company’s financial report
said.

Asof Dec. 31, 2000, Grace has
pending seven property damage
suits, nine attic insulation class ac-
tion lawsuits and 124,907 bodily
injury claims.

Eighty-four claims by Libby
area residents are pending in 19th
District Court against the company,
which owns a former vermiculite
mine near Libby. The vermiculite
was contaminated with deadly
tremolite asbestos.

“Recent adverse events in asbes-
tos bodily litigation, including peti-
tions for bankruptcy reorganization
by several co-defendant companies
have caused an environment that
increases the risk of more claims
being filed than previously pro-
jected, with higher settlement de-
mands,” Grace’s financial report

said.

In October, Owens Comning vol-
untarily filed a reorganization peti- /
tion under Chapter 11 of the U.S,
Bankruptcy Code. Since then, other !
companies facing asbestos lawsmts i
have filed for bankruptcy.

Grace has deftly managed as-
bestos-related lawsuits for over 20
vears, despite the bankruptcy of a -
number of other co-defendants. :'
Last year, a Grace official veponet
the company had paid out $15.6 . |
million in awards from 64 cases
lated to its Libby operations.

A former Grace executive, L
Latchford of Morris Townshlp,
J., told The Montanian last Sep-
tember that the company routing !
set aside money to pay off the sul
vivors of workers killed by expo; |
sure to asbestos. i

In its latest financial report, :
Grace reported its asbestos-relat [
liability at $1.1 billion. L

In Libby, Grace promised to| |
$250,000 a year to St. John'’s Ll-

‘theran Hospital to help provide

medical services for victims of t}
company’s asbestos-tainted proc !
ucts. :

Grace is-currently provxdmg,d !
free, limited medical insurance |
coverage for area residents diag !
nosed with an asbestos-related ¢ !
ease. More than 90 people had |
been accepted into the program
of mid-January. )

Grace’s local spokesman, ;
Stringer, has said at public
ings that there will be no heald] !
plan if the company ceasesto g ¢




Involvem

‘BY ROGER MORRIS

Western News Publisher
Community involvement and
support are needed to help Libby
get through it’s present asbestos

crisis and economic woes, outgo-

ing chamber of commerce presi-
dent Paul Neils said Saturday
during the annual membership
banquet.

The asbestos issue was the
community’s top issue during the
year.2000 and the Libby Area

“amber of Commerce played a

otal role in dealing with out-
side media to get across the mes-
sage ‘that Libby was not a “toxic
dump site,” Neils said.

“The chamber handled hun- ’

dreds if not thousands of calls
from outside media about the
health and safety of the commu-
nity,” Neils said. “I’m here to tell
you that there isn’t another orga-
nization that can influence the
outside media about the condi-
tion of the community like the
chamber.”

The second major hurdle fac-
ing the chamber during the past
yeat, and continuing into 2001, is
a degline in membership, he said.

ils;said the decline was caused

feconomlc reasons.

Businesses waiting to see what
the chamber’s board of directors
are :going to do in hiring a new
executive director are contribut-
ing to more problems, Neils said.

“It’s. created a Catch-22,” he
continued. “We’re entering into
interviews for a prospective
director and we don’t have the
first month’s salary.”

Neils cited three aspects of
community health: people stay-
ing within a community; people
working within a community and
people financially supporting a
community.

WerTavse News

Chamber board member Stefani Hicswa presents Jerry Bennett with the-
Citizen of the Year award.

“Without people living and
working to make it better, you
have no community,” he said.

“In our community, there is a
core group who make a differ-
ence to this community,” he said.
“I believe Libby has more than
it’s fair share.” -

Neils passed on the chamber
president’s gavel to Tim Steele,
president for the year 2001.

Steele encouraged people to
get involved and get others
involved in both the chamber and
community. :

“We need to pull together for
economic growth,” Steele said.
“The chamber can play an influ-
ential role in this. We need your
help to both staff the chamber
and make it better.”

~ A

ent, support

Oll gy

Steele said he has heard from
many business people who aren’t

chamber members that the Libby.

chamber doesn’t do anything for
them. _

“Indirectly we do,” he said. “I
believe in the trickle down theo-

ry",

The chamber’s promotional

_effort to bring people to Libby

benefits some businesses direct-
ly, such as the motels and restau-
rants, Steele said. People work-
ing at those businesses spend
money in the community benefit-
ing more businesses, he said.

“I would like to just emphasize
that we all need to get involved,”
he said. “I don’t see my chamber

presidency as a privilege, it’s a_————m..
_ responsibility.” ™
Volunteer of the Year Awards

were given to Karen Ross and
Cynthia Stephens. Ross was rec-
ognized for countless hours vol-
unteering in the chamber office
as a receptionist, filing, organiz-
ing the Parade of Lights, working
on Christmas Comes to Life,
working with the Friends of the
Libby Library and Libby
Nordicfest.

Stephens was honored for vol-
unteering to re-design the cham-
ber’s website and keeping it
updated. She also voluntarily
maintains the City of Libby web-

 site.

Ri¢h Burns 'of Western
Building Center was recognized
as the Business Person of the

Year for -the donations and

involvement of the building cen-
ter in numerous community
events during the past year.

Citizen of the year recognition
was given to past chamber presi-
dent Jerry Bennett for his contin-
uing work at several different
levels to make Libby a better
place to live and do business.

“It is my pleasure to serve the
chamber board,” Bennett said.

“A lot of people look at it as’
work but this community means

——

R iz S e TR

needed for chamber, community

so much to me because I’ve
grown up here.” _ -

The new chamber board of
directors was mstalled . Directors
are Cathy Jenkx@rf& Stefani
Hicswa, Rich ‘Bufns, Chari
Lucas, Gary. H? asey,, Carol
Cady, Paul Ne‘i 0€ Fe&orchak
Gary Njirich 'é}?c}" alena-
Radlmayr chQO'Iq S (" T‘.iv": i



n ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q o I understand that the Community Advisory Group, in conjunction
®with St. John’s Lutheran Hospital, has prepared a health benefit
program for the community to consider. Where can I get a copy of this
draft document and how can I' have input into the final format of the plan?

A: You can get a copy of the draft plan at the EPA Information Center at 501 Mineral Ave. in Libby or
call and have one sent to you. The number is 406-293-6194.

The Health Benefit Program is conoepﬁxal at this point since it is not yet funded, When funded, it will be
a health insurance plan designed to meet the rieeds of people who have asbestos-related medical needs.
Make sure your needs are known!

The Community Advisory Group will discuss the plan at the next meeting on Feb. 8 from 7:00 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. in the Libby City Council chambers.

For more information or to provide input on ‘the plan call:
Ketry Beasley at 406-293-3325 or
‘Sandy Wagner at 406-293-5010

R e
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Asbestos supporf

group meets Feb. 1 |

The support group for indi- |
viduals impacted by asbestos- l
related disease will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 1, at 7 p.m. at
415 Louisiana Ave. The mission |;
of the group is to help people to
identify the impacts of asbestos-
related stress on their lives and
to work together for positive so- ‘

lutions. There is no charge to
participants. For more informa-
tion, on this and other upcom- l
ing groups, please call Laura

- MonTaman  TAn 3) o

Sedler at 293-0180.
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Asbestos hazard has been documented

(The following letter was supplied
to The Montanian by Clinton
Maynard of the Libby Area Asbes-
tos Research Group)

August 1, 2000

" Dr. Linda Rosenstock, Director

National Institute for Occupational
Safety & Health

Hubert H. Humphrey Building
Room 715H

200 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201

Dear Dr. Rosenstock:

I would like to bring to your at-
tention a significant occupational
and public health concern regard-
ing the widespread dissemination
of amphibole (actinolite-tremolite

. series) asbestos in Libby, Mont.,

and potentially in vermiculite end-
products used throughout the coun-
try. As you may be aware, NIOSH
researchers evaluated vermiculite
miners, that were exposed to asbes-
tos, in Libby, Mont., in the early
1980s. NIOSH investigators found
significantly elevated risks of as-
bestos-related malignant and non-
malignant respiratory disease

among these workers. Concur-
rently, Dr. Jim Lockey at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati identified ele-
vated pulmonary disease among
workers with much lower asbestos
exposuires at a facility processing
Libby vermiculite in Ohio. These
articles have been included for your
information.

In November 1999, Libby be-
came the focus of national atten-
tion when it was reported that a
number of residents that did not
work at the vermiculite or process-
ing facilities were suffering from
asbestos-related diseases. Subse-
quently, researchers from the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA), Public Health Service
(PHS) Region 8, and Agency for
Toxic Substances and Disease Reg-
istry (ATSDR) began intensive en-
vironmental and public health in-
vestigations of the site. Medical
screening (e.g., chest x-rays, pul-
monary function testing, question-
naires) is currently being con-
ducted on 4200 [sic] former work-
ers, family contacts, and others po-
tennally at risk. NIOSH research-
ers (Dr. Robert Castellan, Dr. Les-

lie Stayner, Dr. Pat Sullivan, Dr.

Vince Castranova, Mr. Ken
Wallingford, and Mr. Ralph Zum-
walde) have also been providing
intermittent technical assistance to
these efforts.

One issue that has very recently
come {0 our attention, is that end- -
product vermiculite insulation, and

parently contained appreciable
quantities of asbestos, but were
marketed, sold, and used through-
out the country without adequate
labeling or warnings and were
commonly considered to be non- .
toxic. ... Internal [W.R. Grace &
Co.] documentation and recent
testing of residential insulation ma-
terials, reportedly used in over one
million homes, reveals that éven
minimal handling by workers or
residents poscs a substantial health

R risk (airborne exposures up to 150

times the current occupational
standards [0.1 ficc]).
Recent discussions between the

_ aforementioned federal
'working at the Libby site identified

the pressing need for increased

NIOSH participation and response

to occupational health issues of
concern. Suggestions for NIOSH

consideration.include:
1) the need for further charac-

terization of current worker expo-
.sures {(e.g., construction/insulation

workers, nursery workers) that oc--
cur when handling vermiculite

end-products;

2) nationwide (i.e., “Hazard "

'Alert”) warning to workers of the

potentlal dangers associated with

most likely other end-products, ap-

3) possfble epldemlologxc or
clinical investigations of appropri-
ate groups that may currently or
formally be at mcmsed risk; and

4) a collaborative update of the
original NIOSH Libby cohorts by
NIOSH and ATSDR inivestigators

'to help understand the clinical pm-

gression of disease, morbidity, and
mortality associated with this
unique, and perhaps more toxic,
form of asbestos. This information
would be of great value, not only to
those in Libby, but also for those at
risk throughout the country.

If I can be of any further assis- -
tance to you in this matter please
contact me at (303) 844-7860 or
Dr. Aubrey Miller at (303) 844-
7857.

Sincerely,
Hugh S. Sloan, D.S.W.
Assistant Surgeon General
Regional Health Administrator
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Community

. Send announcements to:
“Update,” The Montanian,
P.O. Box 946, Libby, MT 59923

Asbestos support

group meets Jan. 18
The-support group for indi-
viduals impacted by asbestos-
related disease will meet on
L Thursday, Jan.' 18, at 7 p.m. at

e

415 Louisiana Ave. The mission
of the group is to help people to
identify the impacts of asbestos-
related stress on their lives and -
to work together for positive so- |
lutions. There is no chargeto |
participants. For more informa-
| tion, on this and other upcom-
ing groups, please call Laura

/§ Sedler at 293-0180.
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ﬂ ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q ol participatéd in the medical testing program. If I did not get a
®telephone call shortly following my medical testing informing me of
any abnormalities, does that mean that my tests were completely normal?

A o No, not necessarily. It is possible that you will be informed of an abnormality on your
echest x-ray or lung function tests in the letter ATSDR will send you. Some test par-
ticipants were notified of an abnormality by telephone immediately following their examina-
tion. These calls were made when the abnormality was found to require an immediate evalua-
tion by a physician. Abnormalities which did not require immediate medical attention, or were
identified by physicians in later reviews will be reported to participants by mail. The letters -
notifying parﬂcnpants of their test results are being sent as the reviews of the x-rays are com-
pleted by all reviewing physicians.

/M OATAN AN JaN 17, Q066
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informational public meeting at 7 p.m. in the Ponderosa Room at the Libby City Hall
Complex. The purpose of the meeting will be for the commissioners to discuss and to
collect public comment on possible county governmentat responses to the public health,
business and environmental impacts of asbestos and other hazardous substances in the
county. Topics to be discussed include:

.
[ ]
L]

| January 17 meeting

On January, 17, 2001 the Lincoln County Board of Commissioners will hold an

The impacts of asbestos on the county;, .

The option for the county government to undertake no response; {
i

The possible enactment of a county health ordinance addressing the abatement of
hazardous substances in the county through the county board of health or other
appropriate county governmental body;

The potential creation and funding of a public trust to provide appropriate and secure v
health care for county residence impacted by asbestos through enforcement of such an |

ordinance; and
The possible options for funding of any county response to these issues.

Susan Drumbeller

MoNTANTAN JAN 11, 1606)



42 ASK EPA!!
| ’ Questions and Answers about
‘ Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q e I’ve heard that Libby may get an EPA grant for economic
®development. Does EPA do economic development?

A e In mid-January, the City of Libby will submit an application for a Brownfields As-
esessment Pilot Grant. This competitive grant process awards $200,000 grants to
states, cities and other political subdivisions, such as universities, to assess “Brownfields”
sites for economic development potential. The link to EPA is that a significant portion of the
money is used for environmental assessment. The money cannot be used for cleanup nor for
construction.

A Brownfield site is defined as a site, or portion of a site, that has actual or perceived con-
tamination and an active potential for redevelopment or reuse. Often these sites are not de-
veloped or reused because potential developers fear of environmental contamination.

The application proposes that the grant be managed by the Lincoln County Economic De-
velopment Council. Proposed activities include environmentally assessing sites in the Libby/
Troy area for contamination and choosing several sites for redevelopment. The proposal
also includes a suggestion by the Community Advisory Group to do an economic impact as-
sessment to determine what the economic impact of the asbestos crisis has been on the econ-
omy of Libby. ‘

For more information call: M oNTAN1AN TAN |6J 20l

Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator at 406-441-1150 x241
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The letters to the editor section is an open public forum. We will publish all letters of interest to the
general public, free of charge, as space and timeliness allows. All letters must include a name, address and
phone number where the writer can be reached day or night. We will publish writer's name and address,
but not the phone number unless specifically requested to do so. Unsigned letters are never published. All
unsolicited letters become the property of The Montanian and are subject to editing for spelling, grammar,
clarity and length. Limit 300 words. Opinions are those of the writer, not The Montanian. Send letters to:
EDITOR, THE MONTANIAN, P.O. Box 946, LiBBY, MT 59923. email montanian@libby.org

" State and federal governments let Libby down

Editor s note: This letter was pre-
sented to Rebecca Hanmer, FPA
Region 8 along with other informa-
tion, June 15, 2000.

By Clinton Maynard

By 1935, it was known that as-
- bestos caused lung disease. By
1956, the state of Montana knew
that the time in Libby had a serious
asbestos problem. The state of
Montana’s occupational health
agency asked that efforts be made
to reduce the hazard to the work-
ers. These requests continued for
many years that followed. Steps
were taken to reduce to asbestos
levels in the workplace, obviously
those steps were highly inadequate

It is hard to believe that a state
health official could go to that
mine and mill site and not see the
plume of dust coming out of the
dry mill. It is also hard to believe
that it never occurred to these
health officials that maybe this as-
bestos dust might be going to the
entire population in the area. Hun-
dreds of tons of asbestos dust were
spewing from that mountain each
year and the state evidently had no
concern for the surrounding popu-
lations,

. At some point the federal gov-
ernment came to the realization
that asbestos is deadly toxic. OSHA
began lowering the permissible ex-
posure level (PEL) in the occupa-
tional setting (exposure levels al-
lowed over an 8-hour work day).

In occupational settings, optical
microscopes are used to do fiber
counts, with the size limit being
longer than 5 microns in length,
and measured per cubic centimeter
of air (fibers/cc). For comparison,
the typical sugar cube would meas-

ﬂmtEPAasweHasttnestatgof

ure just over 3 cubic centimeters (3 Montana, not to mention W. R.
¢cc.) In 1971, OSHA set an occupa-  Grace, had no concern for the
tional permissible exposure level of safety of the populations of Lincoln
. 12.0 fibers/ce. In 1972, thislevel ~ County Montana. Maybe the peo-
was reduced to 5.0 fibers/cc. By ple of Lincoln County should let
1976, the permissible exposure government off the hook and just
level was reduced to 2 fibers/cc. In  say “you guys shouldn’t have been
1986, this occupational permissible sleeping on the job.”
exposure level was reduced to 0.2 W. R. Grace did what industry
fibers/cc. Today's permissible ex-  does — make a profit and get away
posure level in an occupational set- with as much as you can. This is
fing is set by OSHA at 0.1 fibers/ . why we have government agencies
cC. . . - such as the EPA, Montana Depart-
In December 1975, duringa ~  ment of Environmental Quality,
rainy period, WR. Grace sampled and Montana of
the air in downtown Libby, result- Health and Environmental Sci-
ing in fiber counts ranging as high ences, to oversee industry and to
. as 1.5 fibers/oc. This means that ~ make sure what happened here
the people who lived in Libbyat ~ doesn’t happen. These government
that time were exposed to 15 times  agencies are entrusted by the peo-
the level of asbestos air pollution  ple so that we don’t have to walk
currently allowed by OSHA inthe around with microscopes, testing
occupational setting. A resident,  the air we breathe.
exposed to this level of air pollu- Our governments have grossly
tion, would have inhaled over 20  failed us, and what do we get? We
million toxic asbestos fibers in a get to live with diseases and death,
24-hour period. and we get to listen to government
In 1980, Midwest Research In-  say, “don’t come to us for your
stitute, commissioned by the Envi- long-term health needs.”
ronmental Protection Agency Does W. R. Grace really care
(EPA), came up with an optical about our health or health care?
count of .5 fibers/cc outside Libby ~ Their contribution in the form of
during a time in October whenit  asbestos has made the answer
had been raining. This October pretty clear.
1980 count was after the new wet ‘We are a population that have
mill was in operation, which came been exposed, without choice, to a
on line in the mid 1970s. toxic substance that will bring us
While data is limited, it issafe  cancer, disability, suffocation and
to say that these were not isolated ~ death. If government has any dig-
instances and that during dry nity or compassion, the people of
weather times and periods of inver- Lincoln County, Montana, United
sions over Libby, asbestos fiber States of America, will be compen-
counts could have been much sated with the finest, full medical
higher. WR. Grace ceased opera-  coverage, that is honored, where
tions in 1990. This would suggest we may choose to seek treatment.
‘We will also be compensated with

the diligent research effort that is

needed to find the answers to cur-
ing the diseases that we are faced
with,

We will be provided with recla-
mation efforts that will provide a
clean environment for our future.
The people will be provided educa-
tional programs that will teach us
about the toxicity of tremolite as-
bestos and what past exposure
means to our health. Education
that might afford us the opportu-
nity to make informed decisions in
regard to our health care. WE will
be provided with air quality moni-
toring on a weekly basis, which
will inform us of asbestos fiber
counts for all size fibers. The peo-
ple of Libby and Lincoln County
have the right to know. This envi-
ronmental disaster has impacted
our health, our economy and many
of us will have been robbed of our
golden years. We were given no
choice.

Finally, the people of Lincoin

County are encouraged by the new -

faces of the EPA and ATSDR, Paul
Peronard and crew, who have pre-
sented themselves with sincerity
and heartfelt concern. We feel that
if provided with the means, these
folks will do what is right for the
people and our environment. Our
federal government spends billions
of tax dollars on smart bombs, in
the name of keeping Americans
out of harm’s way, we too are
Americans.
(Clinton Maynard advocates free,
100 percent medical care for all
residents who were exposed fo as-
bestos from the W.R. Grace & Co.
mine near Libby)

T
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lem until somctime in Febnuary.
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Libby screening reveals
heart and lung problems

. Health screcnings of thousands of pco-
ple have found likely heart and lung
problems among former Libby minc
workers and arca residents. but federal
bealth officials won't have a complctc an-
swer about the sizc and scope of the prob-

From July through Ociober. thousands
of current and former residents of Libby
and Troy, and 90 people in Elko. Nev.,
who used to live in Libby were tesied for
potential asbestos-related illnesscs.

Oficials of the Ageney for Toxic Sub-
stances and Discasc Registry (ATSDR)

are trying to determinc the extent of ill-
nesses linked to the former W.R. Grice
& Co. vermiculite minc in Libby that re-
leased asbestos into the air.

At least 88 asbestos-related illnesscs
and deaths in the Libby arca have been
connected (o the Grace mine that shut
down 10 vcars ago.

Along with a massive cleanup effort
mounicd by the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. the ATSDR is compiling

“but 35 people tested showed thickening of é

TAN 3, je001

a study of the potential heaith cffects of
the mining opecrations. Ol the people
tested by Oct. 16, Libby radiologists re-
ported abnormalitics in the chest x-rays
of 313 people. Those people were imme-
diately referred to doctors for follow-up
tests.

The EPA said most of the referrals
were made for heart-related conditions.

the chicst walls. a sign of asbestos cxpo-
surc,
Of the approximately 6.000 people tested
by mid-October. 300 poople had worked
at the Grace mine and 368 had other
work-related contact with vermiculite
dust. ATSDR said.

From the chest x-ravs of 424 people.
40 were sent for further cvaluation. And
for the 4.646 people who had ling-
function tests. 12 were told to go to a doc-
tor inunediately.

A full report on the test resulis by
ATSDR will be madc in February.




42 ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

e Is ATSDR’s mortality study related to the

®°medical screening?
v A: No. The Medical Screening and the Mortality Study are two different things.

The Medical Screening was designed to check Libby residents for evidence of lung dis-
ease. Over 6,000 people were screened and ATSDR has begun to send out the results to
those people who participated in the program.

The Mortality Study is a review of death certificates from 1979 to 1998 to determine un-
derlying causes of death for residents of the Libby area. The review was conducted to
compare death rates for residents of the Libby area with those in Montana and in the
United States for selected diseases associated with exposure to asbestos.

The Mortality Study showed that deaths from asbestosis were approximately 40-60 times
higher than expected. Deaths from mesothelioma, a rare type of cancer, also appeared to
be higher than expected. The number of deaths over that time period from other causes,
including lung cancer and digestive cancer, was lower than expected.

. o ONTANIAN
For_ more information call: /V\ TAN 3; Q0o

Dan Strausbaugh. ATSDR Montana Representative at 293-2728 or
Steve Dearwent, Mortality Study Author at 1-404-639-0669




i-Wédnesd-ay,: January 3, 2001




ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

__
\Y'

Q: I recently participated in the asbestos medical testing in
Libby. What is the status of the reports from those tests?

A: The results of your x-ray reviews, lung function test, and health interview are combined into
one report. When you receive the report, you may wish to review your results with your personal
physician. If your tests show any abnormalities, your physician may suggest that you undergo ad-
ditional testing to further evaluate your health before making recommendations for your personal
health care. ‘

v As of December 15th, 750 test results report letters had been mailed to ATSDR medical test-
ing program participants. ATSDR expects to send out 250 more results letters by the end of
December. :

¥ ATSDR has begun a preliminary analysis of the test results for the first 1,000 participants in
the testing program. ATSDR expects to present a summary of the analysis at the Community
Adyvisory Group meeting in February, 2001.

MoNTANIAN
3«: "Z Qoev

For more information call:

ATSDR. Dan Strausbaugh at 1-406-293-2728.




Poor Quality Source
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The following document images
have been scanned from the best

available source copy.

To view the actual hard copy, contact the

Superfund Records Center at 303-312-6473
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ﬂ ASK EPA!!

Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q e My home has vermiculite insulation in it. Will EPA ever
®be able to tell me whether my home is safe to live in?

‘3, asOOQ

A: EPA is working with other federal agencies and scientists to evaluate the safety of ver-
miculite. The Agency uses a risk assessment to estimate the risk of living in or being in a cer-
tain situation.

Dec

EPA’s goals with regard to this are:

1  to determine whether amphibole (tremolite asbestos) fibers are more toxic than serpentine
(chrysotile asbestos) fibers.

2 to analyze human and animal study data on asbestos-related illnesses to determine
whether EPA can develop a model that helps predict the risk of developing cancer from
exposure to tremolite asbestos.

3 to have an open forum for scientists of various backgrounds to review the theory and
model. :

Dr. Chriss Weis and Dr. Aubrey Miller will be in Libby on Wednesday and Thursday, !
Dec. 13, 14. They will be happy to meet with you and discuss the status of the risk assessment
or other questions and concerns you may have. Please call the EPA Information center at 293-
6194 to make an appointment. :

MeNTANIAN

For more information, call
Dr. Chris Weis, Science Coordinator, at 303-312-6671
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, at 406-441-1150 x241
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Editor:

Mr. Roger Morris [editor of the
Western News] has most of the ink
in this county, but unfortunately he
abuses that privilege by using a

. poor patterned load for his editorial
shotgun. His shot load scatters and
‘is not in the least accurate, We re-
fer to his editorial dated, Oct. 27,

Morris is a “bad shot”

2000,

He states, “It’s disingenuous of
Project 56 to bring their anti-
federal government agenda to this
issue without regularly attending
the Citizens Advisory Group meet-
ings and participating in the dis-
cussion. The only thing they can

accomplish with this type of theto-

ent and future. It is certain admini-
strations and non-elected bureau-
crats who usurp our rights with
whom we differ.
* ric is delaying the clean up efforts Morris uses the term

and extending the period of time  “constitutionalists™ as a dirty word,

that residents of this area areex-  We are proud to be

posed to harmful materials.” . “constitutionalists.” As for the city

Mr, Morris missed the clay bird. council having illegal meetings, it
Our views on the federal govern-  is our view that the new city attor-
ment were printed in his paper - ney is attempting to keep the coun-

back in April. We have no problem cil on the straight and narrow. If
with our form of government. Itis they take his advice the matter will

___.__._.._"v

the greatest in the world, past, pres-

OISR
become mute. [sic]

We don’t mind your taking pot
shots at us, but go back to the load-
ing bench and develop a more ac-
curate foad. Your have a very good
and powerful shotgun at your dis-
posal, but it takes good ammuni-
tion and constant practice to be-
come a good shot. -

. 2.

Ken Short, Project 56 '
MoNTAMVA N
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Baucus brings toxicologist
| to Libby Nov. 29

] U.S. Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont., “I want to make sure that Libby
‘ visited Libby with a toxicologist and residents get the health care and attention
director of the University of Montana’s  they need,” Baucus said. “That's why I

Center for Environmental Health invited Dr. Holian to Libby. He will be a
Sciences to tour a health clinicand =~ valuable resource to the folks and leaders ;
discuss asbestos-related issues with in Libby. And I want to make sure that all |
community leaders. of our responses — federal, state and ;
Baucus, who last visited Libby in late  local — are coordinated so that we're §
May, brought Dr. Andre Holian, a efficient and sensitive in meeting the {

toxicologist and director of the UM health needs of Libby residents affected
center, to Libby Nov. 29 to tour Libby's by asbestos exposure.”
Center for Asbestos Related Disease and Dr. Holian, Baucus said, is interested
ensure that Libby residents are getting in creating studies to define asbestos-
adequate health care following exposure  induced lung fibrosis in hopes of finding
to asbestos fibers from a defunct cures. He also is interested in defining
vermiculite mine near Libby. populations that are susceptible to
Baucus introduced Dr. Holian to Libby asbestos exposure, as well as the unique
officials and residents. Dr. Holian is a aspects of exposure to tremolite asbestos.
leading scholar in the study of lung- “I want to hear directly from the
related disease, and he has indicated he  people of Libby to make sure the clean-up
will spend some of his department budget efforts are on track and that the folks v
to study Libby residents’ asbestos-related  involved are getting the care they need,” i

«dsease processes. In July 2000, Dr. Baucus added. “Cooperation and : i
Holian became the first director of the commitment at all levels of government
Center for Environmental Health is critical to ensure Libby’s full recovery.”

Sciences at the University of Montana.




a ASK EPA!!

" Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q o Why is EPA going to start taking more samples when many people
®haven‘t even gotten the results from sampling that was done last spring?

A: EPA regrets that there are some people who still have not received sampling results.
The delay is caused by two circumstances:

DEe (b, 2606

1) EPA is holding the soil and insulation samples that were taken in April 2000 or later
until we have completed a performance evaluation (PE Study) on the analytical tech-
niques that are available to analyze the samples. Consistency and reliability problems us-
mg light microscopy have prompted EPA to get more appropriate techniques formally
approved. EPA wants to make sure the results we give to people are the most accurate
results we can get with today s technology. We want to have confidence in the measure-
ment of asbestos that we give you. ThlS wﬂl help us to better estlmate what nsk there

People whose homes were sampled in March should have received preliminary results
on indoor air and dust samples last summer. No soil or insulation results were sent out
from the March samples. No results were sent out on April samples.

MENTAN) AN

2) One of the contractors that the EPA was working with, ISSI, Inc., had financial prob-
lems and went bankrupt. This has affected our work on several projects, one of them be-
ing management of our data base. Any information we have on the samples that were
taken is saved, but has not been easily accessible. It will be January before we have a
fully functional database again. EPA will make every effort to get all available sampling
results out to people as soon as possible after the database is functional again.

If you have any questions about the meaning of the sampling results you have received,
please call Paul Peronard, On-Scene Coordinator, at 303-312-6808 to discuss your re- -
sults with him.

You may also call:
Wendy Thomi, Community Involvement Coordinator, at 406-441-1150 x241
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Questlons and Answers about 1
Asbestos and EPA’S Investlgatlon_-

Q ° erl the leby Commumty Advrsory Group contmue _
'to meet about asbestos issues through the holldays" '

A e Yes. The Commumty Advrsory Group wrll contiriue to meet although they have .
edecided to meet only once per month for the rest of the year 2000 T

The Group met on Oc:tober 12 There wrll be ne meetmg' on October 26 You may"?:
teview the meeting summaries on the EPA web page at. .
 http: //www epa. Eov/reglonOS/superfund/ ’

The N ovember meetmg will be held on. Wednesday, November Istin the
H . 9.00 p.‘m..r_mr‘* .-a»ﬂﬁ ;

e a presentatlon by ATSDR on the process nd ﬁmmgof vth'e‘ r‘eTease"of 'r&sults,
both individual and overall trends for Lrbby - _
e -a presentanon by MSU of services available to-the Libby commumty such as assrsd ik

tance in better understandmg the techmcai/sclenuﬂc aspect of EPA’ s mvestrgauons S

and cleanups

. The Decemben meetmg will be held on Thursday,yl)ecember 14th in the Pon- j}"
derosa Room at Clty Hall in Llhby from 7'00 p.m. ‘00 p.m. ‘ SR

If you have any questlons about the CAG or EPA’s actrogs m Libby,
A 1) Call Wendy Thorm 406-441 l 150 x24l or Paul Peronard, 3Q3-3 12 6808

2) Look at the EPA web page at the above address.” :
: 3) Stop by the EPA Informatmn Center at 501 Mmeral Ave Monday—Fnday
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"ASK EPA!!

£ Questlons and Answers about :
Asbestos and EPA’s Invest1gat1on :

Q . I recently partlclpated in the asbestos medlcal
'testmg in Libby. Why does it take three or more
months to recewe my personal test results" R -
e Your testmg cons1sted of several parts Some of the, tests mvolve several -
osteps and require a lengthy review by the dogtors interpreting them. We_ -

§ want to ensure that-each part is analyzed and mterpreted correctly Followmg is a ,
description of the process A o

v First, your X-rays are rev1ewed locally, which takes about a week if the local
reviewer believes your x-rays show a possnble urgent medncal condmon you ,
will be called 1mmedxately ’ ; :

» ééwwmzfe i@w‘% RN SO :

ol xt y’ : urms ar? sentto*three"separate eXpertS“experreneed‘m readm % e
" rays for evndence of asbestos exposure. The set of x-rays 1s-carefully con- s

" trolled as it moves from reviewer to reviewer, It takes about two. months to S
o complete the separate rev1ews of the x—rays g ' e

-V F mally, the results of your x-ray TEVIEWS, lung—functxon test and health mter- =z
_view are combined into one report. You receive this report about three L
~ months after your appointment. When you receive the report, you may wxsh
to review your results with your personal physician. If your test shows. any -
- abnormalities, your physician may suggest that you: undergo addmonal testmg ]!
- to further evaluate your health before makmg recommendatlons for ‘your per~ i
”sonal health care.. o P T

For more mformatlon call

To schedule an appomtment, call 1-800-439—8308 by October 19' 2000
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Grace medlcal plan: First payments leave
asbestos victims wzz‘h unpaid hospital bills

. ByDavidF. Latham,
editor of The Montanian
St. John’s Lutheran Hospital in Libby
has received its first statement of
payments from the medical plan offered -
by WR. Grace & Co. for medical

services to asbestos patients, and the plan

falls far short of the company s pledge to
pay “100 peroent” of victims’ medical
bills.

- According to hospital CEO Rick
Palagi, the hospital received its first no-
tice of payment thie week of Sept. 28.

“We have received one remittance
notice ... on two patients who had
charges and it appears that the plan pays
about 68 percent of those patient
charges, lwvmg the balance to be picked
up by, patients,” Palag1 sald inan
interview Sept. 29

“Initial review of this ﬁrst statement
we got from them would give us a per-
centage that is very close:to what Medi- .
- care reimburses. Medicare has struggled:

- to make reimbursements to hospitals and .

providers that would actually cover the
cost of prov:dmg the service,” Palagi
said.

The two patlents wxll receive bills
totaling $338.65, Palagi said.
“These oouple of patients have a bill

~-and I'm required by law to bill them,” he

said.

- Palagi said there might be some re-
course for the patlents

“The patients’ recourse would be, if* .
they have other kmds of insurance, they

could submit the ba]ance to that
insurance,” Palagi said. “My

'undexstandmg would be, they couldn’t o

submit this to Medicare because it was

“submitted to HNA first and Medicare *** beginning it-will pay 100 percent of what

. is reasonable afid customary,” Stringer

+ " said. *You have to ask the hospital why
=+ are their charges so much higher than

 requires that you submit to them first.” -
The Grace medical plan is
administered by Health Network -
America (HNA), a'privately owned and
operated company in New Jersey. - -
Palagi said there were no mehgnble
expenses and the plan paid at least patt.." .

of every expense that was submitted, but. .
paid the hospital less than it charged on

several items. The conflict arises from
the prices the hospital charges versus
what HNA says it will pay.

. “For example, there was a chest x-ray.
single view, done at the bedside with a

that is $147 and [HNA] said they woul
pay $59,” Palagi said.

Grace’s representative in Lnbby Alan - 3
* Stringer, said Libby’$ hospital Just -

charges too much for some services.

“There is an issue here with some of

the charges the hospital has made,”

Stringer said in an interview Sept 2.
~ own. But the head of HNA says that per-

“Our program says it will pay 100
percent of {what is] reasonable and
customary. No plan, no insurance,

nobody out there can in clear conscience |

pay 100 percent of what anybody wants
to charge;” Stringer said

But Palagi disagrees.

“T have data to tell us we are competi-
tive in our charg&s and not out of line,”

Stnnger meanwhile, says the plan is

up front about what it will pay.

“The plan has said from the

what is reasonable and cu'stomaxy for...

.- the Libby area.”

Stnnger says the msonable and
. customary’ clause is stated plainly in the
plan and there was never. any attempt to
conceal it.

~ “If'sright up front in the plan. People
" should take a look and read what the
plan says,” Stringer said.

Grace spent several tens of thousands

. of dollars in April to advertise its

portable machine. Our usual charge for. " )

Montana, including The Montanian,

.. The ads said the company would pay

“100 percent of medical expenses” but

" Grace made no reference to ‘reasonable
.. and customary’ in the ads. =

medical plan in newspapers across

“The widespread perception at the
time the ads came out was that patients
would not incur any expenses of their

ception is wrong.

“That was really incorrect,” said Dr.
Steve Kardos, M.D., a pediatrician and °
the CEO, owner and founder of HNA.

- “I think the word ‘eligible’ in there is
really what is important,” Kardos said.

(see BILLS on page 4)

{ medical testing. Residents can call 1-800-439-8308 to find out if they

‘Last day to make appomtment
~ for the free asbestos: medlcal
testing is Oct. 20

Libby-area residents have until Oct. 20 to set an appointment for free aibigitbos 3
. The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR);-which 'begani
the medical testing program on July 5, has tested over 4,500 people to date-with .
over 1,000 more scheduled to partxcxpate The last day of tests is scheduled for Nov .
2.

The puxpose of the medical teslmg program is to evaluate the current lmlth
status of those people who were present in Libby during the period of highest .

-] exposure to asbestos. The program, designed by ATSDR, mcludm a face-to-face

interview; chest X-rays and lung-€unction tests. Test results are to participants :
approximately three wioriths after testing.
To be eligible for medical testing, -a person must have;
® Lived, worked or played in Libby for at least six months befone Dec. 31 “1990,
or, .
 Be a former employee or the WR. Grace/Zonolite: oompany in the Libby area or
a household member. of a former employee. o

The medxcal testing program was initiated as a service to the oommumly as part

ofthe Libby Community Environmental Health Project, a cooperative effort

between ATSDR, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Montana ©
Department of Public Health and Human Services, the Montana Depanment of
Env1ronmemal Quahty, and the Lincoln County Environmental Heaith .

ATSDR isa pubhc health agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human |
Services. ATSDR is responsible for preventing or reducing the harmful effects of -
exposure to hazardous substances on human health and quality of life. :

For more about the medical t&stmg program, call the ATSDR ofﬁoe in Libby at

-1 (406) 293-7781 ext. 279
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© contam asbestos. Does thls; e ,pe of asbestos put me tjnsk?;

A o If the insulation does not: contam asbestos ‘then there is no threat of harm from as- .:;:
ebestossrelated illnesses from. exposure 10 xt However many types of msulatxon can =
} -belmmtmgwmesm'mse throatanlqu s ; A

4 One sure way to ﬁnd out about the asbestos content.ls to haye msulatlon samples collected ¥ !
A bya state—aecredxted mspector and have the samples ;;malyzed by an aecredrted testmg labo- -
| ratory AT : : ; 3 -

3

X it contams asbestos but is in good cendltwn left undxsturbed it may not bea problem For ’

" vasbestos to present & problem for the hemeowner 1t must be dlsturbed 50 tha“t tmy ﬁbets are 1
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Cleanup could be delayed at

least one year

Asbestos removal halted as Grace keeps feds at
bay

By David F. Latham,
editor of The Montanian (® (z , oV

Despite pleas for cooperation by county officials and about 90 other community leaders and members,
W.R. Grace & Co. continues to keep its newly reacquired mine site and related properties closed to the
government, effectively stopping the cleanup of deadly tremolite asbestos near Libby.

Grace says it is concerned shout worker safety and alleged chemical contamination of soil that would be
returned to the company's property, which was formerly a vermiculite mine.

Meanwhile, many Libby residents want Grace to reopen the site. The Community Advisory Group
(CAG) voted unanimously (with 23 members present) at its Sept. 14 meeting to request that Grace
cooperate "with all due haste" to give the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency access to Grace
property near the Raintree Nursery site, and to Grace's former vermiculite mine site, which the company
recently repurchased and then closed.

Also last week, 64 Libby residents signed letters to Grace asking the company to allow the cleanup to
continue.

Grace's refusal to cooperate is expected to delay the cleanup until next spring at the earliest, according
to the EPA.

Grace contends that the deadly tremolite asbestos waste it left behind after 30 years of mining cannot be
returned to its source at the mine because it may be contaminated with horticultural chemicals from
Reintres Nursery, which occupied the screening plant site for several years after Grace closed the mine
and plant in 1990,

"... there is the question of what, if any, chemicals contaminate the soil the EPA proposes to dump at
the former mine site," wrote Alan Stringer, Grace's representative in Libby, in a response Sept. 27 to the
CAG. "Since the screening property was a working nursery for the last six years, we assume that some
horticultural chemicals were spilled and soaked inta the soil. EPA has not told us differently.”

But EPA says there is no significant contamination.

"With regard to the horticultural chemicals in the soil at the screening plant [the Raintres Nursery site]
and the adjacent properties, EPA is aware of the fertilizer, herbicides, pesticides and all those kinds of
things,"” said Wendy Thomi, EPA's community involvement coordinator, in a verbal response to
Stringer's letter at the Sept. 28 CAG mesting.

"As we investigated the site we saw [the chemicals] there, They were containerized, very neatly kept,
but we did a detailed interview with the Parkers [owners of Raintree Nursery] to determine what their
operations were like and how they used those chemicals,” Thomi said.

"Based on that interview, it was determined that they used them in containers on the trees and plants
they used them on ... they didn't do any large-scale broadcasting of these chemicals to spill them on the
ground or just sort of apply them to the ground, and Paul [Peronard of EPA] didn't think that was an
issue ..." Thomi said.

"We were satisfied that is wasn't an issue and Grace has raised the point in this letter. They first raised
the point last week to the Department of Justice and [Peronard] says it's the first time he's had this issue
raised to him," she said.

hitp://www libby.org/montanian/page2.html 10/3/00
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"What EPA will do now is we'll go ahead if Grace wants us to sample for pesticides, we'll sample for
pesticides and fertilizers, etcetera, now that they've raised the issue, and we'll also sample for pesticides
and fertilizers and that type of thing up at the mine site,” Thomi said.

Grace also contends that it will somehow be liable for EPA workers and contractors while they are on
Grace's newly scquired property.

* . we must know who is responsible for the safety of the workers that [sic] wﬂl be moving the dirt
from the old screening plant to the former mine, if access is granted," Stringer wrote.

"We believe that the EPA should take full responsibility for the safety of its contractors, no matter
whose property they are on,” Stringer wrote.

Thomi said EPA offers the same range of coverage as is offered on any job site.

"EPA takes great measures to protect the workers and we do it through a variety of methods,” Thomi
said.

"We have bonds, we have very rigorous health and safety standards, traffic regulations, day-to-day
operation, liability insurance, all kinds of things we do to protect both EPA employees and contractors
[who] work with us," she said.

The real issue not addressed in Stringer's letter is that Grace doesn't want to pay the cost of insuring
workers while the cleanup takes place.

Thomi, however, did address it.

"At superfund sites across the country this issue hasn't come up. It hasn't been an issue before and
EPA's position ... is that since EPA is doing this cleanup because of materia] that Grace left behind,
EPA views the costs that are associated with worker safety to be part and parcel of the cleanup costs
and therefor, yes, they are Grace's responsibility," Thomi said.

Stringer makes one point in his letter that does not accurately reflect Grace's control of asbestos-
contaminated properties near the Kootenai River, He writes: "Grace has no control over the screening
plant; in fact, Grace is barred from entering the property."

Grace does however own properties nex to the screening plant and Thomi clarified it in her response.
“With regard to Mr. Stringer saying that Grace has no control over the screening plant, there are three
[Grace-owned] properties by the river adjacent to the screening plant that need cleanup. These are
controlled by Grace and Grace has denied us access to them," Thomi said.

“Oct. 18 is the date that Paul [Peronard] is looking at for delaying the cleanup on those properties. ... If
we don't have access to them by then, the cleanup will wait until next year," Thomi said.

Despite the halt to the cleanup that has been imposed by Grace, Stringer insists that the company wants
to cooperate.

"We have tried to negotiate these issues with EPA, but failed. We are open to restarting negotiations,
and prefer that course, but are prepared to meet the EPA in court if we must," Stringer wrote.

But Grace's alleged willingness to cooperate has not yet translated itself into meaningful action and the
cleanup will probably be delayed well into next year.

“With regard to 'trying to negatiate with EPA', as Mr. Stringer points out in the letter ... Grace was
offered the opportunity to view both the cleanups at the export plant [in town] and the screening plant
fRaintree Nursery] voluntarily under a consent order, and they refused to do both of those cleanups. So
then EPA was forced to issue a unilateral order for [Grace] at the export plant and the Parkers [owners
of Raintree Nursery] refused access to Grace and EPA took on the cleanup at [Raintree Nursery],"
Thomi said.

"... They have volunteered many times in the newspapers, but when it comes down to actually doing the
work and making the agreements, EPA has not been able to accept the conditions that Grace has placed
on their doing the work," Thomi said.

1 In this latest exchange Grace fails to mention that it would have no liability for workers or chemical
contamination at the mine site if it hadn't recently bought a controlling interest in Kootenai
Development Corp., which is the legal owner of the properties.

Meanwhile, cleanup at the Raintree Nursery site is continuing, although the asbestos-contaminated soil

http://www. libby.org/montanian/page2. html 10/3/00
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cannot be removed.

"With regards to the cleanup, minor amounts of excavation are left to do at the screening plant,” Thomi
said. "Oct. 1 ... is the deadline [EPA is] looking at for taking the stockpiled soil [contaminated with
asbestos] up to the mine site, if we don't have access from Grace,” she said.

From 1963 to 1990, Grace operated a vermiculite mine near Libby in which deadly tremolite asbestos
was a major waste by-product. Grace operated the mine while knowing about the asbestos danger and
took no meaningful steps to warn workers or résidents. As a result, at least 88 workers died and at least
300 people are currently diagnosed with terminal asbestos-related illnesses. Persons diagnosed include
former workers, their family members, and even people who had no connection to the mine other than
to live in Libby.

http://www libby.org/montanian/page2 html 10/3/00
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n ASK EPA!!

‘Questions and Answers about
Asbestos and EPA’s Investigation

Q e Will EPA have‘pamphlets warning homeowners and
® buyer of the possible hazards of living in a home
with vermiculite insulation?

A: At this point we do not have enough information showing that just having vermicu-
lite in your home as insulation is dangerous enough for us to issue any national public

health warning about vermiculite. However, we are working hard to determine possible
risks posed by having asbestos-contaminated insulation in one’s home or garden.

Currently, EPA is Working on two 'major activities to better understand the risks
from non- occupatlonal exposure to the vermiculite mined in Libby.

1) EPA is revising the risk-assessment methodology to include consideration of the type
of asbestos (chrysotile vs. tremolite), the length of the asbestos fibers, and the length-to-
- width ratio of thé fibers. These factors will help s¢ientists determm sople’s risk of bga
ing around even small amounts of tremolite’ asbestos R

2) EPA is also working on getting new types of analytical techniques approved so that
the type, amount and size of asbestos found in a given home can be more accurately ..
measured.

EPA has tested vermiculite products on a national level (including commercially—
available insulation). This information was shared with the Consumer Products Safety
Commission. The results of the investigation indicate that the potential exposure to as-
bestos from some vermiculite products poses only a minimal health risk to consumers.

The risk from having an abundance of asbestos-contaminated vermmuhte in your home
remains unclear.

For more information call:

Wendy Thomi at 406-441-1150 x24
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Grace jumps the gun on air quality reports
Company issues "enthusiastic” press release about

asbestos danger
By David F. Latham, editor of The Montanian 10 \"a ‘ 0V

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency is still in the process of determining if Libby and Troy
residents are being exposed to to dangerous indoor levels of asbestos from vermiculite insulation,
contrary to a press release issued Sept. 26 by W.R. Grace & Co.
EPA does say, however, that the outside air around Libby appears to be free of the toxic mineral,
although the agency disagrees with Grace on the dangers of short-term versus long-term exposure.
“There may be some confusion about that," said Wendy Thomi, EPA’s community involvement
coordinator, at the Sept. 28 meeting of the Community Advisory Group.
"l know Grace sent out a press release and we got all kinds of calls about what they had said and so I
just wanted to clarify a couple of things about ambient air and indoor air,” Thomi said.
Grace issued a press release from its headquarters in Columbia, Md., with the headline, "Grace is
pleased with latest Libby, Mont., testing resuits EPA says air monitoring shows no problem with Libby's
air gquality.”
Grace Vice President of Public and Regulatory Affair Bill Corcoran made two statements in the Grace
press release that are not supported by current research,
First, he said, ... asbestos must be inhaled in large quantities over a long period o be dangerous."
He also said, "we are pleased with the results to date of the in-home testing, which shows that the air in
Libby homes is no different from the air in homes throughout the country.”
EPA disagrees in both cases.
"We support recent statements by the Public Health Service assistant surgeon general expressing
concern for even short-term exposure to [tremolite asbestos fibers]. There is concern, which is why
[EPA is] putting this much effort into figuring it out. And I say that because of the quote [by Corcoran]
that only long-term exposure in very large amounts is dangerous,” Thomi said.
Confusion exists because of how Grace chose to interpret a presentation by EPA's on-siteé coordinator
Paul Peronard at the Ashestos and Public Health Conference in Libby Sept. 22-24,
"[Peronard] talked about ... the five ambient air monitors that we have around town. ... He mentioned
that they hadn't found any asbestos fibers in the testing they had done on those type monitors,”" Thomi
said.
Those five locations are at the fitness center, McGrade and Plummer schools, City Hall and Jerry Dean
Park.
"[EPA is] still are monitoring the perimeter of the cleanup sites,” she said.
Those sites are at the Millwork West site next to the baseball fields downtown, and on Hwy. 37 at the
Raintree Nursery site.
"Perimeter samples [of asbestos] have not been detected any higher than pre-cleanup levels," Thomi
said. "They did ﬁnd asbestos-if the, air before the cleanup started but they haven't found anything higher,
They ve been putting-oy chloride and water [to reduce dust] and apparently it's effective. ...
ecause there was some concern in the community that they were potentially exposing community
7 members by doing the cleanup,” Thomi said.
"As a matter of fact, [Peronard] said [asbestos fiber] levels [in the air] are lower than when we started
work, and to reassure you that residents are not being exposed an account of this cleanup."
Thomi also said that -- contrary to the Grace press release -« EPA is still uncertain about the safety of
indoor air in buildings and homes with vermiculite insulation,
"With the indoor air, EPA is still doing its residential exposure assessment ... [and] we haven't really

bttp://www.libby.org/montanian/page2.html 10/3/00
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drawn any conclusions and we're still in that uncomfortable spot of saying ‘we don't know' to the
constant question of is my home safe?' Neither do we want to say 'yes, it is safe' nor do we want to say
'no, everybody should be very alarmed if they have vermiculite in the house," she said.

Thomi said EPA is workiug to overcome this yncertainty as quickly as possible.

"That's the whole point of doing the risk assessment the way they are trying to get it done and doing the
new analytical method, the SEM [scanning electron microscope] to be able to say with more confidence
what is in people’s homes,” Thomi said.

Libby City Council member and CAG member George Bauer asked Thomi when the risk assessment
will be completed.

"The last time I talked to [EPA toxicologist Dr.] Chris Weis, he said hopefully the new analytical
method would be approved by the end of October and I think they were looking at mid-November for
getting the peer review together," Thomi said. "It's a public process. It's external folks (people outside
the EPA] as well as EPA and a lot of technical people looking at the risk-assessment methods.'

Thomi promised to bring more information about the subject to the next CAG meeting,

“T can check again and at the next CAG meeting (Oct. 12] we can see if we have any further update or
delay,” Thomi said. :

From 1963 to 1990, Grace operated a vermiculite mine near Libby in which deadly tremolite asbestos
was a significant waste by-product.

Civil court depositions made in 1996 by former mine manager Earl Lovick show that Grace operated
the mine while knowing about the asbestos danger and took no meaningful steps to warn workers or
residents. As a result, at least 88 workers died and at least 300 people are currently diag-nosed with
terminal asbestos-related illnesses. Persons diagnosed include former workers, their family members,
and even people who had no connection to the mine other than to live in Libby,

A former financial analyst for Grace seid in an interview last week with The Montanian that company
executives knew workers would die and decided in corporate planning sessions to set aside hundreds of
millions of dollars as early as 1982 to pay off their survivors as civil lawsuits were filed.

Grace's representative in Libby, Alan Stringer, confirms in a letter to The Montanian this week that such
planning sessions took place "every year."

The number of persons diag-nosed with terminal asbestos-related diseases is expected to rise when the
results of & town-wide screening are made available.

http:/fwww libby.org/montanian/page2.html 10/3/00
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Grace medical plan:

First payments leave asbestos victims with unpaid hospital bills
By David F. Latham,
editor of The Montanian |0 \')J\ (1]

St. John's Lutheran Hospital in Libby has received its first payment from the medical plan offered by
W.R. Grace & Co. for medical services to asbestos patients, and the plan falls short of the company's
pledge to pay "100 percent" of victims' medical bills.

According to hospital CEO Rick Palagi, the hospital received its first notice of payment last week.

"We have réceived one remittance notice ... on two patients who had charges and it appears that the
plan pays about 68 percent of those patient charges, leaving the balance to be picked up by patients,"
Palagi said in an interview Sept. 29.

The two patients will receive bills totaling $338.65, Palagi said.

“These couple of patients have a bill and I'm required by law to bill them," he said.

The Grace medical plan is administered by Health Network America (HNA), a privately owned and
operated company in New Jersey.

Palagi said the patients could submit the unpaid balance to their insurance companies but not Medicare.
“The patients' recourse would be, if they have other kinds of insurance, they could submit the balance to
that insurance," Palagi said. "My understanding would be, they couldn't submit this to Medicare because
it was submitted to HNA first and Medicare requires that you submit to them first."

Palagi said there were no ineligible expenses and the plan paid at least part of every expense that was
submitted, but paid the hospital less than it charged on several items,

"For example, there was a chest x-ray, single view, done at the bedside with a portable machme Our
usual charge for that is $147 and [HNA] said they would pay $59," Palagi said.

The conflict arises from the prices the hospital charges versus what FINA says they will pay.

Grace's representative in Libby, Alan Stringer, said Libby's hospital just charges too much for some
services.

“There is an issue here with some of the charges the hospital has made," Stringer said in an interview
Sept. 29. "Our program says it will pay 100 percent of [what is] reasonable and customary. No plan, no
insurance, nobody out there can in clear conscience pay 100 percent of what anybody wants to charge,”
Stringer said.

“The plan has said from the beginning it will pay 100 percent of what is reasonable and customary,”
Stringer said. "You have to ask the hospital why are their charges so much higher than what is
reasonable and customary for ... the Libby ares."

Stringer says the 'reasonable and customary’ clause is stated plainly in the plan and there was never any
attempt to conceal it.

"It's right up front in the plan. People should take a look and read what the plan says,” Stringer said.
Grace spent several tens of thousands of dollars in April to advertise its medical plan in newspapers
across Montana, including The Montanian. The ads said the company would pay “100 percent of
medical expenses” but the company made no reference to ‘reasonable and customary' in the ads.

The almost-full-page ads read as follows:

"Ninety days ago, W.R. Grace made a commitment to provide medical coverage as part of our three-
part health care program for the people of Libby. The Libby Medical Program is now available.

"Complete coverage"

"All former employees of the Libby mine or mill and their spouses, plus anyone who lived or worked
hitp://www libby.org/montanian/page2.htm! 10/3/00
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within a 20-mile radius of Libby may qualify for coverage under the Libby Medical Program. The
program provides free medical benefits to people diagnosed with a health condition related to asbestos
exposure. Once you are enrolled in the program, all eligible medical and pharmacy expenses related to
any qualified medical condition will be covered 100 percent.

"Simple to use”

"To enroll in the Libby Medical Program, you and your doctor fill out an application. Once you qualify,
your'll receive a temporary ID card right away and permanent medical and pharmacy cards in a few
weeks. In most cases, you'll simply show your ID to the doctor, hospital or participating pharmacy and
they will bill the program directly. For additional convenience, roail-in pharmacy service is also included.
The purpose of the Libby Medical Program is to provide complete coverage for medical care for people
with asbestos-related conditions. For more information and complete details about the Libby Medical
Program, call Alan Stringer at 406-293-3694."

* & &

The widespread perception at the time the ads came out was that patients would not incur any expenses
of their own.

"[That perception] was really incorrect," said Dr. Steve Kardos, M.D., a pediatrician and the CEO,
owner and founder of HNA, the company that administers the Grace medical plan.

"I think the word ‘eligible' in there is really what is important," Kardos said. "The purpase of this plan ...
is to provide health benefits to all of the people who were exposed and have become eligible for
participation in the plan under the definitions of who is covered in the plan, and the eligibility is spelled
out in the plan document," Kardos said.

"In addition to that, the fees ... that are going to be paid by the plan are defined in the plan and they are
based on the amount of ... usual and customary charge as determined by ... the greater fee from two
national fee schedules, one being the Medical Data Research Institute fee schedule, and the other is the
Health Insurance Association of America," Kardos said.

"The fee schedule, which is based upon 'usual and customary,’ the percentile that Grace has opted as the
administrator of the plan to pay is the highest of the fee schedules that has been collected by these two
data sources,” he said.

"For instance, in the bills that have been submitted for payment by the physicians and the hospital for the
most part, all of their fees have been [paid] in full as defined by the fee schedules that are being used by
Grace. They're very high,” Kardos said.

“The one instance in which we found an exorbitant fee, it was not paid and it was paid at the 90th
percentile. It was a radiology fee charged by the hospital for a single-view x-ray for $147 we believe,
and that was paid at the 90th percentile ... for that procedure at a hospital,” Kardos said.

Limits have to be set to prevent exploitation of the plan, Kardos said,

"The reason that a fee schedule is absolutely necessary in the administration of this plan, which was
chosen to be a very, very rich one, is because then ... Grace would be getting bills and charges
submitted that would be beyond reason and there would be no limit to what anybody could charge for
any fee," he said.

"This plan has been implemented and executed by our compeny in a way that is far richer than any other
plan that we administer ... so for ... anyone to suggest that this fee schedule is not living up to the
promise is really sad because it doesn't indicate really what the dynamics are that are going on," Kardos
said.

Palagi said he will be talking to Stringer to see if the situation can be resolved.

"My plan is to talk with Alan Stringer about this and explore what the reasons might be. I'm not trying
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to make any kind of judgment about this, but ... we're anxious about the fact that we have to bill the
patients,” Palagi said.
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